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AFRICOM seeks probe of Somalia raid 

Reports from locals allege that civilians were targeted in Aug. 25 operation conducted by US, African forces 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — U.S. Africa 
Command has requested an outside inves¬ 
tigation into an August raid in Somalia by 
U.S. special operations forces, which have 
been accused of civilian casualties in con¬ 
nection with the incident. 

AFRICOM chief Gen. Thomas Wald- 


hauser asked the Navy Criminal Inves¬ 
tigative Service to look into the Aug. 25 
incident after new reports emerged from 
locals who said civilians were targeted 
during an operation U.S. troops conducted 
alongside Somali forces, AFRICOM said 
Thursday. 

“Gen. Waldhauser referred the matter to 
the Naval Criminal Investigative Service to 
ensure a full exploration of the facts, given 


the gravity of the allegations,” spokeswom¬ 
an Robyn Mack said. “AFRICOM takes all 
allegations of misconduct seriously and 
will leverage the expertise of appropriate 
organizations to ensure such allegations 
are fully and impartially investigated.” 

NCIS specializes in law enforcement 
investigations. 

The past several months have been chal¬ 
lenging for the U.S. special operations 


forces in Africa. In October, four soldiers 
were killed in an ambush in Niger, an in¬ 
cident that is also under investigation. In 
addition, NCIS is investigating the death of 
an Army Green Beret who was strangled 
while on assignment in Mali this year. Two 
Navy SEALs have been placed on adminis¬ 
trative leave in connection with the case. 

SEE RAID ON PAGE 3 


NASA report: 
Navy missed 
key factors in 
pilot oxygen 
system failures 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Navy missed a 
series of key factors in its investigation 
into the causes behind a rash of midair, 
oxygen-related failures in F/A-18s, that 
led to the deaths of at least four pilots, a 
NASA team concluded in a recently re¬ 
leased report. 

The 258-page report, which is slated 
to be the focus of an upcoming House 
Armed Services Committee subpanel 


hearing, signals the Navy has plenty of 
work to do to create safer flying condi¬ 
tions for its pilots. 

The findings raised an alarm for at least 
one key lawmaker Thursday. 

“I know that hundreds of dedicated peo¬ 
ple in the Navy are working very hard to 
address this problem but the report points 
out that we have a long way to go and that 
in some areas we can do much better,” 
said Rep. Niki Tsongas, D-Mass., who 
helped spearhead the push for the study. 
“I am hopeful that the Navy will carefully 


examine the findings of this report and 
act on them as quickly as possible.” 

Tsongas is the ranking Democrat for 
the House Armed Services subcommittee 
on Tactical Air and Land Forces, which 
plans to hold a hearing on the matter in 
January. 

The chairman of the panel, Rep. Mike 
Turner, R-Ohio, agreed that much work 
remains after reading the report, which 
was delivered to his committee last week. 

SEE PILOTS ON PAGE 5 


A pilot taxis an F/A-18E Super 
Hornet across the flight deck 
of the aircraft carrier USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower in July. 

Nathan T. BEARD/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 











Page 2 


mmwmim 


Stars and Stripes 


Friday, December 15,2017 


MILITARY _ 

AFN’s transition to HD in 
Europe not smooth for all 



New AFN decoders line the shelves Tuesday at the Exchange at 
Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — American Forces Network’s 
transition to high-definition televi¬ 
sion in Europe has been rocky so 
far for many off-base residents. 

Since AFN made the switch 
overnight Monday, subscribers 
have left numerous comments for 
AFN online, voicing frustration 
and describing difficulties they’ve 
had in trying to get a signal with 
one of two decoders compatible 
with the upgrade and needed in 
off-base households to view AFN. 

Some complained about long 
queues at the AFN help desk, where 
viewers are encouraged to email or 
call for troubleshooting advice. 

Mark Hoge, a civilian employee 
working in the Kaiserslautern 
area, said after three days and at 
least four phone calls to the help 
desk this week, each with an av¬ 
erage one-hour wait time, he still 
can’t get AFN on his Cisco 9865 
decoder. 


“Each time we go over and check 
all the reconfiguration settings,” he 
said. “They ‘ping’ my decoder for 
a reset and tell me to wait for any¬ 
where from a few minutes, up to 12 
hours ... and still no programs.” 

Hoge said the problem for most 
subscribers with the older decoder 
is, “we are receiving the new sig¬ 
nal; signal strength and quality are 
good, but for whatever reasons, the 
decoders are not receiving the au¬ 
thorization to view the content. The 
only display we see is ‘channel not 
authorized.’ ” 

Both Hoge and Daniel Acker, 
also a civilian employee in Kaiser¬ 
slautern, said they were frustrated 
by not knowing about the channel 
change, to 102-109, on the Cisco 
decoders. 

Acker said he spent more than 
two hours on the phone two days 
this week trying to get through to 
the AFN help desk, “only to find 
out that I simply needed to change 
the channel to 102-109. 

“I am still receiving the signal 
and picture on one of my decoders 


but not on the second decoder,” he 
said. 

AFN officials said earlier this 
week that the channel lineup on the 
older Cisco 9865 decoders needs to 
be changed from 1-9 to 102-109. 
The new programming also has a 
single HD sports channel instead 
of two; previously, the HD sports 
channel and a standard-definition 
one both offered the same content. 

Those with the new AFN7500HD 
decoder reported not being able to 
lock onto a signal despite following 
AFN’s detailed setup instructions. 
AFN Europe posted a message 
on its Facebook page earlier this 
week, saying it had “identified an 
issue with the transmission on the 
satellite AFN uses to deliver ser¬ 
vice to the region. This issue af¬ 
fects the ability to successfully set 
up the decoder.” 

AFN Europe referred Stars and 
Stripes’ questions to its U.S. offic¬ 
es, where officials did not respond 
to questions Wednesday. 

Thursday morning, AFN Europe 
posted a possible fix on Facebook, 


updating its setting guidelines for 
the AFN75000HD decoder, includ¬ 
ing a new frequency setting. 

That appeared to work for some: 
“7500 Box had to change frequency 
to 12654 MHZ, 1.5 hours on hold, 
very nice customer service, ser¬ 
vices came on after registration,” 
one subscriber commented after 
getting assistance from the AFN 
help desk. 

Here are the updated decoder 
setup guidelines from AFN: 

If you are an AFN viewer in Eu¬ 
rope, have an AFN7500HD decod¬ 
er and receive a “No Signal” error 
message when setting it up, use the 
following settings: 

1. Select Eutelsat 9B and “Manu¬ 
al,” then “Continue.” 

2. On the transponder param¬ 
eters, enter the following: 

Modulation: DVB-S2 8PSK 


Frequency: 12654 MHz 
Polarization: Vertical 
Symbol Rate: 27.500 Msym 
Go here for step-by-step instruc¬ 
tions on how to lock in a signal with 
your AFN7500HD: myafn.dodme- 
dia.osd.mil/afnhd/ 

If you need additional help lock¬ 
ing in a signal for either your AF- 
N7500HD or CISCO 9865 decoder, 
contact the 24-hour trouble desk: 

AFN Broadcast Center 
Technologists 
DSN: (312) 348-1339 
Commercial: (951) 413-2339 
sathelpdma@mail.mil 
If you have a Cisco decoder and 
can’t lock on to a signal, go to AFN 
Kaiserslautern’s or AFN Europe’s 
Facebook page to follow detailed 
charts posted there for setup. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 


Fired Air Force colonel under investigation for sexual misconduct 


By Kelsey Landis 
Belleville (III.) News-Democrat 

A commander at Scott Air 
Force Base, Ill., who was ousted 
from his job this week is under in¬ 
vestigation for sexual misconduct, 
according to a news release from 
the base. 


Col. John Howard was com¬ 
mander of the 375th Air Mobility 
Wing until Monday, when Lt. Gen. 
Giovanni Tuck, commander of the 
18th Air Force, replaced him, say¬ 
ing he lost confidence in Howard’s 
ability to lead the wing. The vice 
commander for the wing, Col. W. 
Chris Buschur, replaced Howard 


as commander. 

Details about the suspected 
misconduct will not be released 
while the investigation continues, 
according to the release, “to en¬ 
sure the integrity of the process.” 

The Air Force Office of Spe¬ 
cial Investigations will lead the 
investigation, according to 18th 


Air Force spokesman Capt. Ryan 
DeCamp. 

Tuck said in a prepared state¬ 
ment he and other officials con¬ 
tinue to “ensure we have a strong 
support structure around all air¬ 
men, to include Col. Howard, who 
are affected by this case.” 

Howard was transferred to a po¬ 


sition in the United States Trans¬ 
portation Command, though the 
18th Air Force spokesman said he 
could not comment on the nature 
of the colonel’s new job. 

Howard was named command¬ 
er of the 375th Air Mobility Wing 
in July. Col. Laura Lenderman 
preceded Howard. 
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Medical unit's move to Kaiserslautern is delayed 


By Will Morris 
and Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The 
move of a medical support group from 
Pirmasens to Kaiserslautern, originally 
scheduled for this past summer, will now 
be delayed until the middle of next year 
because of permitting issues, the Army 
said Thursday. 

The U.S. Army Medical Materiel Cen¬ 
ter, Europe, or USAMMCE, was sched¬ 
uled to move in July to Kaiserslautern 
Army Depot from Husterhoeh Kaserne, 
but a round of permitting issues delayed 
the move. 

Ray Johnson, chief of public affairs for 
Installation Management Command-Eu- 
rope, said in July that the delay would last 
no more than 90 days. On Thursday, as 
the permitting delays continue, Johnson 



Michael B. KELLEu/Stars and Stripes 

The United States Army Medical Materiel 
Center is set to move to Kaiserslautern. 

declined to speculate on a firm move date 
but said he doesn’t expect the project to be 
completed until after May 2018. 


Renovations have been completed at the 
six buildings on the Kaiserslautern depot, 
but the project was flagged because of an 
apparent misunderstanding between U.S. 
and German officials over required over¬ 
sight under the U.S.-German Status of 
Forces Agreement, officials said. 

“The delay (problem) is due to review 
of permit approvals, which is a lengthy 
process,” Johnson said in an email. “We 
have gone back and provided the German 
federal construction office required docu¬ 
ments, which were not originally submit¬ 
ted due to differing views of the type of 
construction completed.” 

In July, Martin Treutlein, a spokesman 
with Germany’s federal construction of¬ 
fice, said the military assumed it could 
complete the renovations independently, 
without seeking his office’s approval. 

The move will affect 60 Americans and 
219 local Germans. 


Johnson said the delays would not add 
to the cost of the $40 million project. 

“There have been no project cost over¬ 
runs so far and up to this point in the 
review the German State construction of¬ 
fice has not identified any problems with 
the construction,” Johnson said. “We are 
simply going through the normal permit¬ 
ting process now.” 

The move of the Army unit to Kaiser¬ 
slautern is part of the continuing draw¬ 
down of U.S. forces in Pirmasens. The 
official turnover of the facilities to Ger¬ 
man authorities occurred in 1994. Much 
of the former U.S. base has since been 
converted to commercial development. 

The unit, which falls under U.S. Army 
Medical Command, provides medical lo¬ 
gistics support for units in Europe, Af¬ 
rica the Middle East and for the State 
Department. 

morris.william@stripes.com 
Twitter: @willatstripes 


Raid: AFRICOM 
rejected claims 
of civilian deaths 
during mission 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

The initial internal military re¬ 
view into the Aug. 25 raid, which 
was put together by Special Oper¬ 
ations Command Africa, said only 
armed combatants were killed. 

“Because recent reporting 
specifically alleged misconduct 
by U.S. forces, AFRICOM is ob¬ 
ligated to ensure such allegations 
were fully reviewed,” Mack said. 

The decision came two weeks 
after AFRICOM issued a state¬ 
ment that rejected claims that its 
troops were directly involved in 
the killing of civilians in the So¬ 
malia town of Bairre. However, 
accusations by Somali civilians 
that civilians were among the 
victims have persisted, which 
prompted Waldhauser to seek 
further investigation. 

AFRICOM initially said U.S. 
forces joined Somali troops on 
the operation to clear an area of 
suspected al-Shabab militants. 
Ahead of the mission, those forces 
met with local leaders in the area 
and “concluded the compound 
had been occupied by al-Shabab,” 
the command said. 

Early in the operation, it said, 
Somalia National Army soldiers 
were fired upon, which prompted 
U.S. and Somalian forces to act 
in “self-defense, resulting in the 
death of seven opposing forces.” 

However, local government of¬ 
ficials in Somalia have disputed 
that account, saying that children 
and one woman were among the 
dead. 

The U.S. now has roughly 500 
troops in Somalia, the largest 
force concentration in that coun¬ 
try since the early 1990s. AFRI¬ 
COM, operating with expanded 
authorization granted by Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump in April, now 
routinely carries out airstrikes in 
the country. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Group sues DOD over sex assault data requests 


By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Advocates 
filed a lawsuit Wednesday against 
the U.S. government to obtain 
data that they say is critical to 
protecting troops and veterans 
from sexual assault and from 
retaliation by those accused of 
assault. 

Charging that the military is 
obfuscating and illegally denying 
its requests for information, the 
nonprofit Protect Our Defenders 
joined forces with the Connecti¬ 
cut Veterans Legal Center in ask¬ 
ing a U.S. district judge to compel 
all four branches to release the 
data under the Freedom of In¬ 
formation Act, or FOIA, that is 
meant to ensure public informa¬ 
tion is accessible to anyone who 
asks for it. 

“The military wants people to 
accept when they say they have 
the sexual assault problem under 
control just on their word and do 
not want us or any other organi¬ 
zation to pull back the curtain 
and look at the data,” said retired 
Col. Don Christensen, president 
of Protect Our Defenders and 
former chief prosecutor of the 
Air Force. “The data shows con¬ 
sistently that they don’t have it 
under control. The process isn’t 
as efficient as what they claim 
and there’s no reason to believe 
they are following congressional- 
ly mandated requirements.” 

“We want to hold the military’s 
feet to the fire,” he said. 

The lawsuit against the depart¬ 
ments of Defense and Homeland 
Security, is the first of its kind 
by the nonprofit, which is dedi¬ 
cated solely to ending sexual as¬ 
sault in the military. It was filed 


by students and professors at the 
Yale Law School Veterans Legal 
Services Clinic to compel the gov¬ 
ernment to conduct a reasonable 
search and produce what Protect 
Our Defenders called “wrong¬ 
fully withheld records.” 

The Defense Department de¬ 
clined to comment Wednesday, 
saying it does not comment pub¬ 
licly on ongoing litigation. 

The lawsuit outlines a history 
of discrimination against women 
in the military that culminates in 
a “persistent and pervasive cul¬ 
ture of harassment and discrimi¬ 
nation. High rates of rape, sexual 
assault and harassment consti¬ 
tute a major obstacle to women’s 
advancement in the armed forces 
and civilian life.” 

According to Defense Depart¬ 
ment statistics, an estimated 
14,900 servicemembers — 8,600 
women and 6,300 men — were 
sexually assaulted in fiscal year 
2016 and many of them were as¬ 
saulted more than once. Of those 
servicemembers, 58 percent of 
women and 60 percent of men 
who reported being assaulted 
said they faced retaliation and 
many of them reported being os¬ 
tracized or retaliated against by 
higher ranking officials within 
their chain of command. 

Meanwhile, the prosecution and 
conviction in sexual assault cases 
fell from prior years, according to 
Protect Our Defenders. 

The lawsuit comes at a time 
of reckoning in Hollywood and 
on Capitol Hill over the issue 
of sexual assault and predatory 
behavior. The issue surrounded 
Alabama’s senatorial campaign 
that concluded Tuesday, and CBS 
News released an investigative 
report this week citing several 


*We want to hold the 
military’s feet to the 
fire . f 

retired Col. Don Christensen 

president of Protect Our Defenders 


current and former cadets at the 
Air Force Academy who said they 
were sexually assaulted and then 
suffered retaliation. 

Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D- 
Conn., who sits on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, said 
the lawsuit was a good first step. 

“I welcome this legal action 
today and hope that this suit, 
combined with legislative action, 
will begin to break down the un¬ 
acceptable barriers to justice too 
many victims face,” Blumenthal 
said. “Survivors of military sex¬ 
ual assault are owed justice and 
openness in discharge proceed¬ 
ings. Instead, far too many are 
re-victimized by dishonorable 
discharges that bar them receiv¬ 
ing the services and recognition 
they deserve.” 

The lawsuit cites three sets of 
FOIA requests that Protect Our 
Defenders sent to each of the mil¬ 
itary branches during the past 
year. 

■ A July 6 request sought data 
related to whistleblower protec¬ 
tions in the military. 

■ A July 14 request focuses on 
records related to cases of sexual 
assault and rape in military and 
civilian courts. The requests con¬ 
tained in all the letters were the 
same, except there were added re¬ 
quests to the Air Force surround¬ 
ing its claim in a prior interaction 
with Protect Our Defenders that 


it had created a “diversity team.” 

■ An Aug. 23 request to all four 
branches was for data regarding 
the disposition of claims involving 
sexual assault cases before the 
Board for Correction of Military 
Records in each branch, along 
with performance evaluation and 
military discipline records relat¬ 
ed to gender disparities. 

In nearly all cases, Protect 
Our Defenders followed up their 
requests with appeals to the vari¬ 
ous branches after determining 
that the responses ranged from 
insufficient to nonexistent. The 
organization challenged respons¬ 
es, including claims by various 
branches that they did not main¬ 
tain the data requested or claims 
that they could not find data but 
failed to indicate how a search 
was conducted. 

Christensen said the suit comes 
after years of failing to compel 
the military to release informa¬ 
tion he knew to be accessible. Cit¬ 
ing an example from three years 
ago, shortly after he retired, 
Christensen said the Air Force 
response to a request claiming it 
did not track data regarding gen¬ 
der disparity flew in the face of 
what he knew to be true. 

“I know how the military jus¬ 
tice tracking system works,” he 
said. “It would literally take two 
minutes for them to enter data 
into a program and get a re¬ 
sponse. We’ve been waiting for 
three years.” 

But in other cases, Christensen 
said it’s possible there is no data, 
something he finds just as trou¬ 
bling, since commanders and 
generals have testified repeat¬ 
edly on Capitol Hill that military 
justice is effectively prosecuting 


Air Force Academy accused of retaliation over sex assaults 



Associated Press 

DENVER — A former U.S. Air 
Force Academy official who was 
harshly criticized for her handling 
of sexual assaults said the school 
made her a scapegoat and that 
commanders are downplaying the 
number of attacks. 

Teresa Beasley told “CBS This 
Morning” that she faced retali¬ 
ation for arguing that the school 
was under-reporting sexual as¬ 
saults and that victims were fac¬ 
ing retaliation. 

The academy released a report 
last month accusing Beasley of 
mismanaging the school’s Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response 
Office, which she ran for a decade. 
The report said the office was 
crippled by infighting, rumors and 
shoddy record-keeping and that it 
was derelict in its duties. 

The report said Beasley should 
be fired, but she resigned. She had 
overseen the office since 2007. 

Beasley told CBS that the school 
wanted to fire her because she 
challenged commanders over 
their treatment of victims. 

“You have to stand up to people 
who mistreat others and who op¬ 
press others. And I did that. And 
they didn’t like it,” she said. 

The academy has struggled 
for years to address assaults and 


other sexual misconduct, and has 
been accused before of badly mis¬ 
treating victims. 

Lt. Col. Allen Herritage, a 
spokesman for the academy, dis¬ 
puted Beasley’s claim that she 
was a scapegoat. He told The As¬ 
sociated Press on Wednesday that 
other staffers in her office were 
disciplined, but he declined to say 
what action they faced, citing pri¬ 
vacy laws. 

Herritage said the academy 
identified Beasley by name be¬ 
cause she had already discussed 


the issues publicly. He acknowl¬ 
edged that some cadets face re¬ 
taliation from other cadets for 
reporting sexual assault. 

Beasley alleged the academy 
did not include 16 sexual assaults 
in its report to the Defense De¬ 
partment and Congress for the 
2014-15 school year because of a 
technicality—the cadets declined 
to sign a form. She said the acad¬ 
emy did not want to include those 
reports because they would have 
resulted in a record number of 
assaults. 


Dominic Angiollo, an attorney 
at the academy, told the AP that 
the school included the 16 assaults 
in its initial report, but the De¬ 
fense Department removed them 
because the signed forms are re¬ 
quired to document attacks. 

CBS reported it had been told 
by more than a dozen current and 
former Air Force Academy cadets 
that they faced retaliation from 
other cadets and commanders for 
reporting sexual assault. 

Lt. Gen. Jay Silveria, the acad¬ 
emy’s superintendent, told the 
network Tuesday that he was “dis¬ 
gusted” by the reports of sexual 
assault victims being mistreated. 

“It’s been very clear that I ex¬ 
pect the cadets and the faculty and 
the staff to treat each other with 
respect and dignity,” said Silveria, 
who took over the job in August 
after his predecessor, Lt. Gen. Mi¬ 
chelle Johnson, retired. 

He said the academy has mul¬ 
tiple programs in place to support 
assault victims. 

Silveria contradicted Beas¬ 
ley’s claim that the academy is 
downplaying its sexual assault 
numbers. He said he hopes the 
number of cadets who speak up 
about sexual assault increases be¬ 
cause the crime is underreported 
nationwide. 


sexual assault cases. 

Arguing that military justice 
does not work in these cases, 
Christensen said he’s seen no 
evidence that the branches are 
upholding recent military justice 
reform that gives sexual assault 
victims the option of a civil¬ 
ian rather than a military trial. 
Among the FOIA requests was a 
request for data regarding how 
many people opted for civilian 
trials. The response, Christensen 
said, was negligible. 

“The Air Force hasn’t respond¬ 
ed,” he said. “The others — Coast 
Guard, Navy-Marine and Army 
— all said they don’t track the 
numbers of victims told they were 
allowed to opt for civilian authori¬ 
ties to prosecute.” 

Protect Our Defenders has been 
working with Sen. Kirsten Gilli- 
brand, D-N.Y., and others for years 
to try to reform military justice so 
the commanding officer is no lon¬ 
ger involved in convening a judge 
and jury to decide a case of sexual 
assault. Military generals and ad¬ 
mirals have testified repeatedly 
before Congress that such a move 
would weaken the disciplinary 
authority of the commanders, but 
supporters argue that’s the crux of 
this ongoing problem. 

“I think it’s all intertwined,” 
Christensen said. “The Air Force 
Academy, the FOIA lawsuits, the 
retaliation numbers ... they are 
all an indictment of what happens 
when you do not have a profes¬ 
sional criminal investigation and 
a professional (justice) system.” 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 
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Pilots: NASA says Navy focused on aircraft, not people 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“There is no doubt this remains a com¬ 
plex problem to solve that requires a 
well-coordinated ‘systems approach’ to 
include all factors such as the aircraft, the 
pilot, and the environment,” Turner said. 
“These incidents have a direct effect on 
overall readiness. These episodes affect 
the confidence of our pilots and their abil¬ 
ity to perform, because it is not just these 
events occurring, it is also the anxiety of 
these events occurring in succession.” 

In an April hearing, Adm. John Rich¬ 
ardson, the chief of naval operations, said 
the Navy already had made plenty of prog¬ 
ress in addressing fixes. 

“We’ve improved training” for pilots 
and others, Richardson testified. “And 
we’re making sure that we are listening 
and they all feel like they can be talking to 
leadership so we understand where their 
anxieties and concerns are.” 

The NASA report is the result of a provi¬ 
sion in the 2017 National Defense Autho¬ 
rization Act directing that an independent 
review be conducted of recurring “physi¬ 
ological episodes” for Navy pilots. In turn, 
the Navy asked for the assistance of NASA, 
which began investigating the problem in 
March. 

A physiological episode, which entails 
pilot impairment as the result of a lack of 
oxygen or other contributing factors, can 
involve decompression sickness, disori¬ 
entation, hypoxia, cognitive impairment, 
numbness, pain and the inability to read 
or interpret data and instrumentation, 
among other factors, the report states. 
The episodes, also known as PEs, can have 


deadly consequences, with incidences of 
some pilots passing out midflight, leading 
to fatal crashes. 

In June, the Navy said in a review that 
four pilot deaths were tied to oxygen sys¬ 
tem failures in the cockpits of F/A-18 Hor¬ 
nets. The review had said reports of oxygen 
failures in the Hornets had increased from 
57 in 2012 to 125 in 2016. By June 2017, the 
figure already had reached 52. 

“While the Navy has introduced a num¬ 
ber of corrective actions to address what 
was believed to be the primary causes of 
these events, PEs are still occurring,” ac¬ 
cording to the report from the NASA’s En¬ 
gineering and Safety Center. 

The Navy focused on aircraft fixes, in¬ 
stead of its pilots and crew, missing criti¬ 
cal factors in its probe, the NASA team 
found. 

The physiological episodes “do not hap¬ 
pen to planes, they happen to people,” the 
NASA team said in the report. 

“For a long time the Navy made the as¬ 
sumption that the (physiological episode) 
resulted from a defect in one or more 
components of the aircraft” and the air¬ 
craft would be taken out of service, the 
report states. “No serious attention was 
paid to the interface of the human and 
the machine, or how they function during 
flight.” 

The Navy fixes included changes to the 
aircraft, such as relocating the cabin pres¬ 
sure gauge to make it more visible when 
pilots wear night-vision goggles, updated 
maintenance and operating procedures, 
and improved cabin-pressure diagnostic¬ 
testing equipment. By 2012, a new system 


was introduced to track aircraft with his¬ 
tories of oxygen problems. 

Still, the NASA team also discovered lin¬ 
gering concerns regarding the design and 
specifications of the F/A-18 aircraft related 
to aircrew life support, Tsongas said. 

“It places particular attention on the 
aircraft’s oxygen-generation and cabin- 
pressure systems, raising significant 
questions regarding both,” she said. 

The NASA team also found the Navy’s 
medical community hasn’t been involved 
enough in the probe, Tsongas added. 

“The report examines internal Navy 
organizational challenges that may be 
making it much harder to address the PE 
issue,” she said. “The report focuses at¬ 
tention on the need for the Navy’s medical 
community to be more tied into the Navy’s 
ongoing lines of effort.” 

The report also raised concerns about 
a breakdown in leadership trust among 
pilots, which the report contends is criti¬ 
cal in light of pilots being asked to take on 
risky tasks. In April, more than 100 Navy 
pilot instructors for the T-45, which also 
has seen oxygen failures, refused to fly in 
protest of the slow pace of Navy fixes on 
oxygen failures. 

“There has been a breakdown of trust 
in leadership within the pilot community,” 
the report stated. “This has been precipi¬ 
tated by the failure to find a definitive 
cause for the PEs, the implementation of 
fixes that do not appear to work... and the 
belief that Navy leadership is not doing 
enough to resolve the issue.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


US soldiers in 
2 car accidents 
in Germany 

By Marcus Kloeckner 

Stars and Stripes 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany — Two 
separate accidents involving U.S. soldiers 
in Germany occurred within a few hours of 
each other on Wednesday and Thursday, re¬ 
sulting in serious injuries for one soldier. 

The first happened about 9:15 p.m., when 
a 20-year-old servicemember lost control 
of his vehicle in Eschenbach, near the U.S. 
Grafenwoehr Training Area, after hitting 
ice on the road. The soldier was driving with 
his fiancee, with summer tires on his Ford 
Focus, when the car skidded toward the left 
of the road, and struck a tree. The soldier re¬ 
ceived life-threatening injuries, but his fian¬ 
cee received only minor injuries. 

According to the German police report, 
15 firefighters came to the scene of the ac¬ 
cident. Damage was estimated at 15,000 
euros. 

The second accident occurred early Thurs¬ 
day, when a 27-year-old soldier was driving 
on NEW2, coming from Parkstein toward 
Huetten. The soldier was trying to pass on 
the icy road, but lost control over his Ford 
Escape and drove off the side of the road into 
a traffic sign and several trees. The driver, 
who sustained minor injuries, was taken to a 
clinic in Weiden. 

Damage was estimated at 10,000 euros. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Martin Egnash contrib¬ 
uted to this report. 
kloekner.marcus@stripes.com 



WE’RE THE KEY TO YOUR 
NEXT ADVENTURE 

In the time it may have taken you to decide on your next travel 
destination, you could have had a car loan decision from Navy Federal. 

> Easy application and fast approval process 

> Low monthly payments 

> Flexible payment options 

Plus, if you didn’t finance your current auto loan at Navy Federal, now is 
your chance to save. Refinance your auto loan from another lender with 
us and get $200.* 


NAVY# 

FEDERAL 


Credit Union 


ARMY 

MARINE CORPS 
NAVY 
AIR FORCE 
COAST GUARD 
VETERANS 


Visit us at navyfederal.org 

or stop by any branch. 


Federally insured by NCUA. ‘Existing Navy Federal loans are not eligible for this offer. You must make your first scheduled payment in order to receive the offer. $200 will be credited to the primary applicant’s savings account between n 
61 and 65 days of the loan origination date. If the auto refinance loan is canceled or paid off in the first 60 days, the $200 offer will become invalid. Offer may end at any time. Recipient is solely responsible for any personal tax liability arising out of the 
acceptance of this incentive. © 2017 Navy Federal NFCU10144 (11-17) 












Page 6 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Friday, December 15,2017 


MILITARY 


First lady hopes 
giving spirit goes 
on into new year 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


First lady Melania Trump hugs the child of a military family Wednesday during a Toys for Tots event at 
Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling in Washington. 


By Darlene Superville 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Melania 
Trump said Wednesday at a holi¬ 
day toy drive sponsored by the 
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve that 
she hopes the giving spirit that 
Americans displayed during a 
season of devastating hurricanes 
will continue over Christmas and 
into the new year. 

She said the holidays are about 
family, service and gratitude — 
not gifts. 

The first lady accompanied 
President Donald Trump on sev¬ 
eral trips to survey hurricane 
damage in Texas, Florida and 
Puerto Rico, and he has said she 
was affected deeply by what she 
saw. Last week, the first lady re¬ 
turned to Corpus Christi, Texas, 
with Karen Pence, the wife of 
Vice President Mike Pence, to 
follow up on recovery efforts 
after Hurricane Harvey flooded 


the region in late August. 

“On a personal note, as my first 
year as first lady comes to an end, 
I have had the privilege to wit¬ 
ness the spirit and resilience of 
so many people in our country,” 
Melania Trump said during brief 
remarks at the drive for the U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve Toys for 
Tots program. “After this year’s 
devastating hurricane season, I 
hope everyone watching at home 
will consider giving back through 
programs like Toys for Tots.” 

She recalled her visits to 
survey hurricane damage and 
urged people to extend their 
generosity. 

“I’ve seen people from all over 
our great nation pitch in to help 
those who lost everything, and I 
want to challenge people to con¬ 
tinue with that giving spirit over 
Christmas and in the new year,” 
the first lady said inside a ware¬ 
house at Joint Base Anacostia- 
Bolling in Washington. 


“It is my hope that during this 
holiday season people will re¬ 
member it is not about gifts. It is 
about family service and grati¬ 
tude. We must continue to look 
out for and help each other,” Mrs. 
Trump said. 

She then invited several dozen 
children from military families 
to help her sort toys. Within min¬ 
utes, they cleared a large table 


that had been stacked with dolls, 
board games, toy cars and trucks, 
and other items, depositing them 
into large bins labeled “Boy,” 
“Toddler” and “Girl.” 

The first lady and one young 
girl exchanged a high-five after 
she guided the girl to the bins. 
She also sat with kids and made 
construction-paper cards to go 
with the gifts that will be distrib¬ 


uted throughout the Washington 
area. 

Since its inception in 1947 and 
through last Christmas, Toys 
for Tots has distributed 550 mil¬ 
lion toys to 250 million children 
across the country, said Lt. Gen. 
Rex McMillan. The goal this year 
is to collect about 7 million toys 
for between 3 million and 4 mil¬ 
lion kids, he said. 


Monument to chaplains dedicated at Hawaii’s Punchbowl cemetery 



Wyatt OLSON/Stars and Stripes 


Led by Rabbi Irving Elson, right, current and former military chaplains sprinkle soil from 
Iwo Jima onto a monument for chaplains who served in the Pacific during a dedication 
ceremony Wednesday at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu. 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

HONOLULU — It’s no surprise that 
Richard Stenbakken would describe 
Wednesday’s dedication of a 1,600-pound 
monument honoring chaplains at the 
Punchbowl cemetery as “a miracle.” 

After all, Stenbakken spent 23 years as 
a chaplain in the Army, then took early re¬ 
tirement to work on recruiting and vetting 
chaplains for the armed services. 

The claim of divine intervention, how¬ 
ever, arises because he spent the past two 
years garnering support, maneuvering 
through red tape and producing an 88- 
page application, only to see the planned 
dedication ceremony at the National Me¬ 
morial Cemetery of the Pacific practically 
derailed at the last minute by late shipping 
and forest fires. 

“Believe me, getting that stone here 
as late as it got in, and getting it finished 
in time — every step along the way was 
a miracle,” he said. “I mean seriously a 
miracle.” 

It was two years ago that Stenbakken 
was visiting the Punchbowl Cemetery, as 
it’s referred to locally, with friends. While 
strolling up a promenade called the Me¬ 
morial Walkway, which is lined with stone- 
and-bronze monuments dedicated to a host 
of military units and organizations, he 
stopped and puzzled over why the chap¬ 
lains who’d served in the Pacific did not yet 
have their own commemoration. 

He set about to make that happen. 

“I think it’s a reminder to people who 
walk up there that chaplains have been and 
are there to support the needs of military 
people and families,” Stenbakken said. “So 
it’s not only a look back, it’s a look at right 
now because chaplains are serving all 
over. It’s also a look to the future as chap¬ 


lains continue to do that. It’s a memorial to 
the past, a touchstone for the present, and 
it’s a commitment for the future.” 

The $3,000 monument was funded by 
the National Conference on Ministry in 
the Armed Forces and the Jewish Welfare 
Board. 

During the dedication, Maj. Gen. Paul 
Hurley, chief of chaplains of the U.S. Army, 
said the monument would “tangibly mark 
what it is, and why it is, chaplains are 
here,” which he described as “our holy and 
sacred business of caring for these souls 
and their wellbeing.” 

Many chaplains have died in pursuit of 
that mission. 


According to the 1994 book “Battlefield 
Chaplains: Catholic Priests in World War 
II,” 100 chaplains in the Army and the Ma¬ 
rines were killed in action during World 
War II. 

Last week, on the day of the 76th anni¬ 
versary of the Japanese surprise attack 
on Pearl Harbor, Secretary of the Navy 
Richard Spencer awarded the Silver Star 
to Chaplain Lt. j.g. Aloysius Schmitt for 
sacrificing his life in helping his shipmates 
on the USS Oklahoma get off the doomed 
battleship. 

During the same war, the famed “Four 
Chaplains” — Lt. George Fox, Lt. Alexan¬ 
der Goode, Lt. John Washington and Lt. 


Clark Poling — gave up their life jackets as 
the USS Dorchester sank in the North At¬ 
lantic in 1943. They perished so that four 
others might have a chance to survive. 

“Anyone who has ever worn the cloth of 
our nation, that represented their faith tra¬ 
dition, has stood in the breach and made a 
difference and said to God, ‘I will hold your 
people in my hand.’ That’s why we’re here 
today,” said John Lea III, a retired Navy 
chaplain, during the ceremony. 

But the dedication ceremony long 
planned for Wednesday almost didn’t 
happen. 

The nearly 1-ton block of black granite 
arrived in Southern California from India 
only last week, said Stenbakken, a Seventh- 
day Adventist. 

Plans to ship it to Hawaii by boat had to 
be abandoned. Even though the cost of ship¬ 
ping by air would exceed the monument’s 
price tag, it was the only option. But first 
the stone had to be trucked 100 miles north 
to Los Angeles International Airport. 

“But to get it from there to LAX, the pas¬ 
sage was through where they were having 
forest fires,” he said. “Nobody wanted to 
ship it.” 

He finally wrangled a trucker to do the 
job, and the stone arrived in Hawaii on 
Saturday morning. Engravers at Honor 
Life Memorials in Kaneohe agreed to work 
through the weekend to ensure the monu¬ 
ment would be ready for the dedication. 

“When Dick says it was a miracle,” Lea 
said, “this stone was unengraved and sit¬ 
ting in San Diego on Friday, and here it is 
today — engraved, installed and now being 
dedicated. 

“Clearly, God favors crazy Seventh-day 
Adventists,” he said, jokingly. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

US fighters intercept Russian jets over Syria 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — American 
fighter jets fired warning flares 
near Russian fighters over east¬ 
ern Syria on Wednesday in an 
attempt to drive them out of air¬ 
space controlled by the U.S.-led, 
anti-Islamic State coalition, Pen¬ 
tagon officials said. 

Two American F-22 Raptors in¬ 
tercepted a pair of Russian Su-25 
Frogfoot fighters that had crossed 
the Euphrates River, the agreed 
upon line to separate the two na¬ 
tions’ bombing campaigns against 
ISIS militants in the region, said 
Air Force Lt. Col. Damien Pick- 
art, a spokesman for Air Forces 
Central Command. A Russian Su- 


35 Flanker also crossed the river 
during the incident. 

The encounter near Abu Kamal, 
one of the final areas where ISIS 
controls land in Syria, lasted 
some 40 minutes, Pickart said 
Thursday. The F-22 pilots made 
several attempts to warn the Rus¬ 
sian pilots to leave the area via 
an emergency communications 
channel, he said. Then, the U.S. 
pilots deployed the flares. 

At one point, one of the Su-25s 
flew dangerously close to one of 
the F-22s, forcing the American 
pilot to “aggressively maneuver 
to avoid a midair collision,” Pick- 
art said. 

Last month, American and 
Russian officials established a 
45-mile line along the Euphra¬ 


tes River in an effort to avoid 
potential encounters in the air, 
according to the Pentagon. The 
Russians, and the Syrian regime 
forces they support, agreed to re¬ 
main west of the river, while the 
coalition and the Syrian Demo¬ 
cratic Forces agreed to remain to 
its east. 

But American officials warn 
of a troubling pattern of Russian 
and Syrian incursions east of the 
Euphrates. 

Pickart said the Russians have 
flown east of the Euphrates on av¬ 
erage six to eight times per day, 
amounting to about 10 percent of 
their flights. 

“The coalition’s greatest con¬ 
cern is that we could shoot down 
a Russian aircraft because its ac¬ 


tions are seen as a threat to our air 
or ground forces,” he said. “We 
train our aircrews to take specif¬ 
ic actions and to make every at¬ 
tempt possible to de-escalate the 
situation wherever possible.” 

Pickart said the U.S. and other 
coalition forces remain focused 
on destroying ISIS, which has lost 
some 98 percent of the territory it 
once controlled in Syria and Iraq. 
However, he said, the coalition 
would defend itself or SDF fight¬ 
ers if they were threatened. 

“It’s become increasingly tough 
for our pilots to discern whether 
Russian pilots’ actions are delib¬ 
erate or if these are just honest 
mistakes,” Pickart said. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Monday during a visit 


to Syria announced victory over 
ISIS and said he would with¬ 
draw much of his troops from the 
country. 

Pentagon officials have been 
publicly skeptical of Putin’s an¬ 
nouncement, saying the Russians 
have previously announced plans 
to withdraw troops from Syria 
without actually downsizing its 
force there. 

“There have been no meaning¬ 
ful reductions in combat troops 
following Russia’s previous an¬ 
nouncements [of] planned depar¬ 
tures from Syria,” Army Col. Rob 
Manning, a Pentagon spokesman, 
said Tuesday. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Report: US weapons fueled ISIS’ 
‘industrial revolution of terrorism’ 



AP 


Islamic State fighters parade down a main road in Mosul, Iraq, in a 
commandeered Iraqi security forces armored vehicle in June 2014. 


By Alex Horton 

The Washington Post 

Islamic State may stand alone 
in its brutality in Iraq and Syria, 
where it orchestrated civilian 
massacres and suicide bomb¬ 
ings, and salted people’s homes 
with thousands of improvised ex¬ 
plosives. But a new report, three 
years in the making, describes 
the group as shrewd manufac¬ 
turing and logistical planners 
who moved weapons, munitions 
and bomb-making materials 
throughout the war zone on a 
scale unprecedented for a terror 
organization. 

Conflict Armament Research, 
a weapons-tracking group based 


than 40,000 fire¬ 
arms and munitions across Iraq 
and Syria by dispatching field 
investigators in an arc stretch¬ 
ing from the northern Syrian city 
of Kobane to south of Baghdad, 
Iraq’s capital — a rough tracing 
of ISIS’s path to conquer territory 
and establish its caliphate. 

The report, which the research¬ 
ers call the most comprehensive 
to date about how ISIS obtained 
and fielded its weapons, was 
published Thursday and could 
become a vital tool for under¬ 
standing the terror group’s deadly 
industrial proficiency. Here are a 
few takeaways: 

■ ISIS used rockets supplied 
by the United States — possibly 
in violation of agreements with 
weapons makers 

As The Washington Post re¬ 
ported in July, the Trump admin¬ 
istration ended a secretive CIA 
operation to arm moderate Syrian 
rebels battling President Bashar 
Assad. Few details on what arms 
they received are known publicly, 
but researchers found numer¬ 
ous rockets in Iraq that appear to 
have been purchased by the Unit¬ 
ed States and supplied to Syrian 
groups. 

In one instance, PG-9 73 mm 
rockets, sold by Romanian arms 
manufacturers to the U.S. Army 
in 2013 and 2014, were found 


sprinkled across both battlefields. 
Containers with matching lot 
numbers were found in eastern 
Syria and recovered from an ISIS 
convoy in the Iraqi city of Fallu- 
jah, the report says. The rockets, 
adapted by ISIS to use in their 
launchers, gave militants a potent 
weapon against U.S.-supplied 
tanks and armored Humvees. 

Records obtained by CAR 
from Romanian officials include 
agreements indicating the United 
States would not re-export those 
and other weapons, part of an ef¬ 
fort to curb weapons trafficking. 
Saudi Arabia was another source 
of unauthorized weapons trans¬ 
fers to Syria, the report says. 

The report also says the U.S. 
government did not respond to 
requests to trace this and other 
weapons documented by CAR. 
A Defense Department spokes¬ 
man did not return requests for 
comment. 

■ It took only weeks for ISIS 
to get its hands on U.S. anti-tank 
missiles 

On Dec. 12, 2015, Bulgaria ex¬ 
ported anti-tank missile launcher 
tubes to the U.S. Army through 
an Indiana-based company called 
Kiesler Police Supply. Fifty-nine 
days later, Iraqi federal police 
captured the remains of one such 
weapon after a battle in Ramadi, 
Iraq, the report says. In another 
instance, a U.S.-backed rebel 
group in Syria was photographed 
using a launcher tube with an 
identical lot number, indicating 
it probably came from the same 
batch, the report says. 

The episode illustrates how 
quickly U.S.-supplied arms can be 
turned against its allies, reshape 
a battlefield and pose danger to 
the small teams of U.S. Special 
Operations troops who routinely 
travel in vehicles that aren’t made 
to withstand anti-tank weapons. 

■ Industrial-scale operations 
and experimentation was key to 
spread death and fear 

CAR investigators noted mate¬ 
rials such as aluminum paste and 
other precursor chemicals from 
Turkey used to make charges for 
mortars and rockets were found 


in Tikrit, Mosul, Fallujah and 
elsewhere in Iraq. That signi¬ 
fies a robust logistical operation 
for delivering raw materials to 
ISIS researchers and engineers 
manning captured industrial ma¬ 
chines and churning out compo¬ 
nents for munitions, the report 
says. 

“It confirms my theory that 
this is the industrial revolution 
of terrorism,” Damien Spleeters, 
head of CAR operations in Iraq 
and Syria, recently told Wired. 
“And for that they need raw ma¬ 
terial in industrial quantities.” 
Militants also modified some 
shoulder-fired rockets using raw 
materials to reduce the sever¬ 
ity of heat from rocket launches, 
which is dangerous in confined 
urban spaces, Wired reported. 

■ ISIS propaganda showing off 
U.S. rifles was overblown 

Videos and images of U.S.- 
made small arms captured by 
ISIS, particularly M16 and M4 
service rifles, are featured prom¬ 
inently in propaganda videos to 
tout defeat over groups supplied 
and trained by U.S. personnel. 

While those weapons appear to 
be diverted to senior commanders 
as war trophies, CAR’s documen¬ 
tation concluded there was not a 
big influx of U.S.-made rifles on 
the battlefield. Only 3 percent of 
weapons and 13 percent of the 
ammunition documented by CAR 
researchers were NATO-friendly 
calibers, like the 5.56 mm round 
used in M16s and Western Euro¬ 
pean countries. Virtually all other 
weapons and ammunition came 
from China, Russia and Eastern 
European nations. 

The reasons are straightfor¬ 
ward: Syrian troops and many 
Iraqi forces field AK-47 rifles 
and machine guns like the RPK, 
which use 7.62 mm ammunition 
produced by former communist 
regimes. The supply of weap¬ 
ons taken from the battlefield 
were compatible with constantly 
arriving shipments of 7.62 am¬ 
munition, making AK-47-type 
weapons the preferred choice for 
ISIS fighters. 

■ Iran was responsible for 


flooding Iraq with rockets during 
anti-ISIS operations 

Bulgaria, Iran and Romania 
produced the majority of newer 
73 mm rockets recovered from 
ISIS, the report says. 

Yet the injection of brand new 
Iranian anti-tank rockets is a 
subtle measure of how much 
influence Tehran sought at the 
height of operations against ISIS, 
its ideological opponent. Nearly 
all Iranian rockets recovered 
from ISIS in Iraq were produced 
after 2014, with 59 percent manu¬ 


factured in 2015 alone, the report 
says, flowing west during Iraq’s 
most unstable period during the 
conflict. 

The presence of such weap¬ 
ons may point to at least some 
ISIS victories and the capture 
of equipment belonging to Iraq’s 
Popular Mobilization Forces, 
which include militias supplied 
and trained by Iranian military 
advisers. Iranian-backed groups 
were also used by Assad in Syria 
to bolster his hollowed-out army. 
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NATION _ 

GOP not all that sad; party 
grapples with Ala. fallout 


JUDGE ROY I 
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Mike Stewart/AP 

U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore leaves the stage Tuesday after 
giving a speech at the end of an election-night watch party at the 
RSA activity center in Montgomery, Ala. 


By Steve Peoples 
and Alan Fram 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Weary 
national Republicans breathed 
a collective sigh of relief on 
Wednesday, a day after voters 
knocked out their own party’s 
scandal-plagued candidate in 
deep-red Alabama. Yet all is not 
well in a party confronted with 
new rounds of infighting and a 
suddenly shrinking Senate ma¬ 
jority heading into next year’s 
midterm elections. 

A semi-humbled President 
Donald Trump conceded that Roy 
Moore’s loss was not his preferred 
outcome. He said he “would have 
liked to have had the seat” and an 
important Senate vote as he and 
GOP lawmakers scratch for legis¬ 
lative victories. 

But he also acknowledged, “A 
lot of Republicans feel different¬ 
ly. They feel very happy about the 
way it turned out.” 

Indeed, it was easy to find 
establishment-minded Repub¬ 
licans — in and out of Washing¬ 
ton — who cheered Moore’s loss 
as the impact of the Alabama 
stunner echoed throughout the 
political world. The prospect of 
a high-profile Republican sena¬ 
tor dogged by sexual misconduct 
accusations — and an all-but- 
certain ethics investigation — un¬ 
nerved a GOP that’s fearful of an 
albatross on its candidates in next 
year’s campaigns. 

Republican Alabama Sen. 
Richard Shelby said that Moore, 
a fiery conservative, would have 
brought a “radioactive” element 
to the Senate GOP. 

“I’m relieved and I believe a 
lot of Republicans are relieved 
that Roy Moore and some of his 


people aren’t the face of the Re¬ 
publican Party that I know,” said 
Shelby, who cast a write-in vote 
for another Republican and never 
backed down in his opposition to 
Moore. 

More than 22,000 write-in votes 
were cast Tuesday, more than the 
margin of difference between the 
winner and the loser, suggesting 
many other voters refused to vote 
for a Democrat but couldn’t ac¬ 
cept Moore. 

Meanwhile, the former state 
Supreme Court chief justice said 
he is waiting for the “final count” 
in the race. In a video released by 
his campaign Wednesday, Moore 
said that it had been a close race 
and that some military and pro¬ 
visional ballots had yet to be 
counted. 

Moore said he was waiting for 
certification of the final vote by 
the Alabama secretary of state, 
which is expected to occur some¬ 
time between Dec. 26 and Jan. 3. 

Unofficial returns show that 
Democrat Doug Jones defeated 
Moore by about 20,000 votes, or 
1.5 percent. 

Moore released the message 
several hours after Jones urged 
him to “do the right thing” — to 
concede. Moore, who is known 
for his evangelical politics, called 
the election a battle for the “heart 
and soul” of the country 

Sen.-elect Doug Jones’ stun¬ 
ning Democratic victory marked 
a major setback for Trump and 
top political ally Steve Bannon. 
They had devoted time, resources 
and political capital to Moore in 
recent days, even as he faced the 
allegations of sexual misconduct 
and espoused views that alienat¬ 
ed women, racial minorities, gays 
and Muslims. 


Despite the outcome’s relief 
for the GOP’s pragmatic wing, 
the fight for the party’s soul was 
hardly decided with one Alabama 
special election. 

Allies of Bannon, who declared 
war on the party’s establishment 
after leaving the White House 
earlier in the year, dismissed the 
loss as little more than a tempo¬ 
rary setback that soon would be 
forgotten. Republicans who cheer 
Moore’s loss, they said, simply 
would enrage Trump’s most loyal 
supporters nationwide, who al¬ 
ready suspected some Republican 
leaders were trying to undermine 
the president’s agenda. 

“They’re stomping on the very 
base they need to turn out for their 
candidates in the general election 
in 2018,” said Andy Surabian, 
a senior adviser to the Bannon- 
backed Great America PAC. He 
contended that “the average Re¬ 
publican voter across the country 
is pointing their finger at Mitch 
McConnell and the Republican 
establishment.” 

Conservative activist Mark 
Meckler did just that. 

“One hundred percent of this I 
hang around Mitch McConnell’s 
neck,” said Meckler, an early 
tea party leader, referring to the 
mainstream Republican who is 
Senate majority leader. 

At the same time, the Alabama 
contest sounded an undeniable 
alarm for Republican officials 
charged with defending the par¬ 
ty’s majorities in the House and 
the Senate next year. Under the 
weight of Trump’s historically 
low approval ratings, Alabama 
put their concerns on steroids. 

“This was a wake-up-and- 
smell-the-coffee moment,” said 
Steven Law, who leads the Sen¬ 


ate Leadership Fund, which is 
aligned with Senate GOP leaders. 
He said Alabama’s election, like 
recent contests in Virginia and 
New Jersey, demonstrated “sky- 
high Democratic enthusiasm.” 

“Republicans are going to have 
to put forward top-quality candi¬ 
dates and run flawless campaigns 
to win next year even in states that 
trend Republican,” Law said. 

In the shorter term, it’s unclear 
how the loss will affect the Re¬ 
publicans’ governing agenda. 

When Jones is sworn into office 
— likely in early January — the 
GOP’s Senate majority will shrink 
to a pinhole-sized 51-49. That in¬ 
creases pressure on Republicans 
to push their prized $1.5 trillion 
tax bill through Congress before 
lawmakers leave town late this 
month, a goal they seem likely to 
achieve. 

The narrowing majority gives 
extra leverage to Republicans 
like moderate Maine Sen. Susan 
Collins, who’s extracted leader¬ 
ship promises for accompanying 
legislation shoring up parts of the 
“Obamacare” health care law. 
Collins told reporters Wednesday 
she was confident those promises 
would be kept. 

“All you cynics in the press will 


have to be eating crow come Dec. 
31,” she said. 

Yet Republicans cannot aban¬ 
don their policy priorities after 
taxes if they hope to generate 
momentum heading into the mid¬ 
terms, said Tim Phillips, presi¬ 
dent of the Koch Brothers-backed 
Americans for Prosperity. 

“Taxes are a crucial start, but 
they’re going to need to do more,” 
he said. Jones’ victory could com¬ 
plicate the GOP’s goals, Phillips 
said, particularly “if he goes the 
partisan-resistance route.” 

“If he does, then clearly it’s one 
less vote and it will make things 
more difficult,” he added. 

The GOP already faced an 
uphill battle for any major legis¬ 
lative achievements in the near 
term. 

Some Republicans, particularly 
House leaders, have talked about 
a drive to overhaul Medicare, 
Medicaid and welfare programs 
next year. Even if the GOP suc¬ 
ceeds in approving special rules 
that would require just 50 votes, 
some Republicans are leery of 
cutting popular programs in an 
election year and the chances 
of success seem low. Democrats 
would oppose any such effort. 


Coroner: Ky. state lawmaker’s death was ‘probably suicide’ 


By Adam Beam 

Associated Press 

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Dan Johnson, a 
Republican state lawmaker in Kentucky 
who defiantly denied allegations that he 
sexually assaulted a teenage girl in the 
basement of his home, died in an apparent 
suicide, the county coroner said. 

The sexual assault accusations came 
amid a sexual harassment scandal involv¬ 
ing other Republican lawmakers that un¬ 
folded at the state Capitol. 

Bullitt County Coroner Dave Billings 
said Johnson died of a single gunshot 
wound Wednesday night on a road in Mount 
Washington, Ky. Billings said Johnson had 
stopped his car at the end of a bridge in a 
secluded area, then got out and walked to 
the front of the car. He said an autopsy is 
scheduled for Thursday morning. 

“I would say it is probably suicide,” he 
said. 

Johnson was elected to the state legisla¬ 
ture in 2016, part of a wave of Republican 
victories that gave the GOP control of the 
Kentucky House of Representatives for the 


first time in nearly 100 
years. He won his elec¬ 
tion despite Republican 
leaders urging him to 
drop out of the race after 
local media reported on 
some of his Facebook 
posts comparing Barack 
and Michelle Obama to 
monkeys. 

The pastor of Heart of 
Fire church in Louisville, 

Johnson sponsored a number of bills hav¬ 
ing to do with religious liberty and teach¬ 
ing the Bible in public schools. But he was 
mostly out of the spotlight until Monday, 
when the Kentucky Center for Investiga¬ 
tive Reporting published an account from a 
woman saying Johnson sexually assaulted 
her in the basement of his home in 2013. 

At the time, the woman told police, who 
investigated the incident but closed the 
case and did not file charges. 

On Tuesday, Johnson, 57, held a news 
conference in the pulpit of his church, 
which he began by leading friends and 
family in singing a portion of the Christ¬ 


mas carol “O Come All Ye Faithful.” He 
said the allegations against him were “to¬ 
tally false” and said they were part of a 
nationwide strategy of defeating conserva¬ 
tive Republicans. He referenced Republi¬ 
can Alabama U.S. Senate candidate Roy 
Moore, who faces accusations of sexual 
misconduct from multiple women. 

Shortly before 5 p.m. Wednesday, John¬ 
son posted a message on his Facebook 
page that asked people to care for his wife. 
He wrote that PTSD “is a sickness that will 
take my life, I cannot handle it any longer. 
It has won this life, BUT HEAVEN IS MY 
HOME.” The post appears to have been 
removed. 

Michael Skoler, president of Louisville 
Public Media, which owns the Kentucky 
Center for Investigative Reporting, said 
everyone at the organization is “deeply 
sad.” 

“Our aim, as always, is to provide the 
public with fact-based, unbiased reporting 
and hold public officials accountable for 
their actions,” Skoler said. “As part of our 
process, we reached out to Representative 
Johnson numerous times over the course of 


a seven-month investigation. He declined 
requests to talk about our findings.” 

The sexual assault accusations against 
Johnson were revealed as a sexual harass¬ 
ment scandal involving four other Republi¬ 
can lawmakers was unfolding at the state 
Capitol. Former Republican House Speak¬ 
er Jeff Hoover resigned his leadership 
position after acknowledging he secretly 
settled a sexual harassment claim with a 
member of his staff. Three other lawmak¬ 
ers were involved in the settlement, and all 
lost their committee chairmanships. 

“I am very sad over the passing of Rep. 
Dan Johnson. Over the past few weeks 
in some of the darkest days of my life, he 
reached out to me, encouraged me, and 
prayed for me,” Hoover posted on his Twit¬ 
ter account Wednesday night. 

Republican Gov. Matt Bevin posted on 
his Twitter account that “my heart breaks 
for his family tonight.” 

“These are heavy days in Frankfort and 
in America,” Bevin posted. “May God in¬ 
deed shed His grace on us all. ... We sure 
need it.” 



Johnson 
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Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., asks a question about military 
acquisitions during a hearing Dec. 7 on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

McCain is hospitalized after his 
latest treatment for brain cancer 


By Paul Kane 
The Washington Post 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., has 
been admitted to Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center 
for recovery from the side effects 
of another round of treatment for 
brain cancer, according to his 
office. 

McCain, who missed a third 
straight day of Senate votes 
Wednesday, has been undergoing 
rounds of chemotherapy and ra¬ 
diation to treat glioblastoma, the 
terminal form of brain cancer he 
was diagnosed with in July. Mc¬ 


Cain has been undergoing his 
treatments since early Septem¬ 
ber at the National Institutes of 
Health in Bethesda, Md., located 
next to Walter Reed. 

Two friends close to McCain, 
requesting anonymity to speak 
about his condition, said there 
were no plans for resignation. In 
a statement issued from his of¬ 
fice, McCain hopes to return “to 
work as soon as possible.” 

Republican leaders expect to 
hold a vote early next week on the 
sweeping tax-cut plan that is cur¬ 
rently in a House-Senate negotia¬ 
tion. The Senate version initially 


passed with 51 votes. If McCain 
missed the vote on final passage, 
Republicans would not be able to 
afford a single additional defec¬ 
tion to pass the legislation. 

In recent weeks, McCain, 81, 
has been increasingly debilitat¬ 
ed from the side effects of what 
friends have said are increasingly 
difficult rounds of treatment. He 
suffered an Achilles tendon tear 
in early November that put him 
into a walking boot, and in recent 
weeks he has used a wheelchair 
to get to and from his office and 
the Senate floor for votes. 


Republicans criticize Mueller’s probe on 
Russian meddling, but want him to stay 


By Mary Clare Jalonick, 
Tom LoBianco 
and Sadie Gurman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — House Re¬ 
publicans ratcheted up criticism 
of special counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler’s probe into Russian meddling 
Wednesday, questioning whether 
there was bias on his team of law¬ 
yers but stopping short of calling 
for his firing or resignation. 

The criticism directed toward 
Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein at a House Judiciary 
Committee hearing comes after 
the release of anti-Donald Trump 
text messages exchanged be¬ 
tween two FBI officials later as¬ 
signed to the Russia probe. While 
Republicans on Capitol Hill are 
unlikely to support Mueller’s re¬ 
moval, some appear to be laying 
the groundwork for suggesting 
the results of the investigation 
will be unfairly partisan. 

House members focused on 
the hundreds of text messages 
between an FBI counterintelli¬ 
gence agent and an FBI lawyer. 


Those messages, which occurred 
before Mueller was appointed in 
May to investigate potential coor¬ 
dination between Russia and the 
Trump campaign, show the offi¬ 
cials using words like “idiot” and 
“loathsome human” to charac¬ 
terize Trump as he was running 
for president in 2016. One of the 
officials said in an election-night 
text that the prospect of a Trump 
victory was “terrifying.” 

Republicans also focused on 
past donations to Democrats 
made by some members of Muel¬ 
ler’s team. 

“How, with a straight face, can 
you say that this group of Demo¬ 
crat partisans are unbiased and 
will give President Trump a fair 
shake?” asked Republican Rep. 
Steve Chabot of Ohio. 

Rosenstein defended Muel¬ 
ler. When asked by lawmakers 
if he had seen good cause to fire 
Mueller, whom he appointed and 
whose work he oversees, Rosen¬ 
stein replied that he had not. 

“The special counsel’s investi¬ 
gation is not a witch hunt,” Rosen¬ 


stein said in response to questions 
about whether he agreed with 
Trump’s characterization of the 
probe. “The independence and 
integrity of the investigation are 
not going to be affected by any¬ 
thing that anyone says.” 

Critics of the probe may win 
praise from Trump, who has been 
pressured by some allies to push 
back. But there is still little appe¬ 
tite on Capitol Hill to have Muel¬ 
ler removed. 

South Carolina Republican 
Trey Gowdy, who is leading in¬ 
vestigations into Democrat Hill¬ 
ary Clinton and leaks from the 
Russia probe, ticked through the 
text messages in prosecutorial 
style at Wednesday’s hearing. But 
he also said he doesn’t want Muel¬ 
ler removed. 

“I think there are prosecutors 
he could have found that had not 
donated to major political candi¬ 
dates —I wish he had found them,” 
Gowdy said. “But ultimately this 
comes down to facts, and I’m going 
to give him the benefit of the doubt 
until otherwise necessary.” 


New GOP tax 
accord a boon to 
business, wealthy 


By Stephen Ohlemacher, 
Andrew Taylor 
and Marcy Gordon 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Generous 
tax cuts for corporations and 
the wealthiest Americans would 
be delivered in a sweeping over¬ 
haul of the tax laws, under a new 
agreement crafted by Republi¬ 
cans in Congress. 

Middle- and low-income fami¬ 
lies would receive smaller tax 
cuts, though President Donald 
Trump and Republican lead¬ 
ers have billed the package as a 
huge benefit for the middle class. 
The agreement reached Wednes¬ 
day by House and Senate GOP 
leaders also calls for scrapping 
a major tax requirement of the 
“Obamacare” health care law, 
a step toward the ultimate GOP 
goal of unraveling the law. 

The agreement combines key 
elements of separate tax bills re¬ 
cently passed by the House and 
the Senate, striking compromises 
on some of them. The Republicans 
are pushing to deliver final legis¬ 
lation to Trump before Christmas 
as the first major legislative ac¬ 
complishment of his presidency. 

At the White House, Trump 
was eager to receive it. “The cyn¬ 
ical voices that opposed tax cuts 
grow smaller and weaker, and the 
American people grow stronger, 
he said. “This is for people of mid¬ 
dle income, this is for companies 
that are going to create jobs. This 
is for very, very special people, 
the great people of America.” 

The business tax cuts would be 
permanent, but reductions for in¬ 
dividuals would expire after a de¬ 
cade — saving money to comply 
with Senate budget rules. In all, 
the bill would cut taxes by about 
$1.5 trillion during the next 10 
years, adding billions of dollars to 
the nation’s mounting debt. 

The legislation, still being final¬ 
ized, would cut the top tax rate for 
the wealthiest earners — Trump 
among them — from 39.6 percent 
to 37 percent, would slash the cor¬ 
porate income tax rate from 35 
percent to 21 percent and would 
allow homeowners to deduct in¬ 
terest only on the first $750,000 
of a new mortgage. 

The top tax rate currently ap¬ 
plies to income above $470,000 
for married couples, though law¬ 
makers are reworking the tax 
brackets. 

The standard deduction would 
be nearly doubled, to $24,000 for 
married couples. 

Details of the agreement were 
described by Republican senators 
and congressional aides. They 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because they weren’t authorized 
to discuss private negotiations 
publicly. 

Republicans view passage of 
the legislation as a political im- 


Bill leads 
Pence to 
delay trip 
to Mideast 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Vice 
President Mike Pence 
plans to delay his weekend 
departure for the Middle 
East as Congress nears 
completion of a tax over¬ 
haul, White House officials 
said Thursday. 

White House officials 
said Pence now plans to 
leave for Egypt on Tuesday 
so he can preside over the 
Senate during a vote on the 
tax package. 

Pence had been sched¬ 
uled to leave Saturday for 
Israel, following President 
Donald Trump’s decision to 
recognize Jerusalem as Is¬ 
rael’s capital. White House 
officials said Pence will 
travel first to Egypt and 
then to Israel. 

The officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they weren’t autho¬ 
rized to publicly describe 
scheduling details. 

The officials said Pence’s 
trip will be abbreviated after 
Palestinian officials and 
leading Muslim and Chris¬ 
tian clerics in Egypt refused 
to meet with him during his 
trip to the region. 


perative, proving to voters they 
can govern as the GOP fights 
to hold onto its majorities in the 
House and the Senate in next 
year’s elections. Republicans say 
they expect the package to in¬ 
crease economic growth, gener¬ 
ating additional tax revenue and 
lessening the hit to the budget 
deficit. Independent economists 
aren’t as optimistic. 

Federal Reserve Chair Janet 
Yellen said Wednesday that she 
and her Fed colleagues, who 
set interest rate policy, expect a 
“modest lift” to economic growth 
from the tax package. 

Negotiators have removed 
several controversial provisions 
from the tax bill, including one 
that would have eliminated the 
deduction for interest on student 
loans and another deduction 
for medical expenses, said two 
congressional aides. Also, the 
bill no longer would start taxing 
graduate-school tuition waivers, 
the aides said. 
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Tavis Smiley talk show 
suspended by PBS amid 
misconduct allegations 



Richard Shotwell, Invision/AP 


Documentarian Spurlock 
says of sexual harassment, 
‘I am part of the problem’ 


Actress Salma Hayek attends the HFPA and InStyle Celebrate the 2018 Golden Globe Awards Season 
in West Hollywood, Calif., in November. 

Hayek: Rebuffing Weinstein 
led to nightmare on 'Frida' 

by Jake Coyle Salma Hayek said that after refusing 

Harvey Weinstein’s relentless sexual advances, 
he made outrageous demands when she 
brought “Frida” to Miramax, insisting on 
rewrites, a sex scene with full frontal nudity, 
and he even threatened to kill her. 


By Samantha Schmidt 

The Washington Post 

PBS is “indefinitely” suspend¬ 
ing distribution of the late-night 
talk show “Tavis Smiley” after 
multiple misconduct allegations 
emerged against the show’s host, 
PBS announced 
Wednesday. 

While a state¬ 
ment from a 
PBS spokes¬ 
woman did not 
say what sort of 
misconduct was 
alleged, PBS 
News Hour, on 
its website, said 
the allegations Smiley 
involved “sexu¬ 
al misconduct.” 

“PBS engaged an outside law 
firm to conduct an investigation 
immediately after learning of 
troubling allegations regarding 
Mr. Smiley,” a PBS spokesperson 
said. 

“This investigation included 
interviews with witnesses as well 
as with Mr. Smiley. 

The inquiry uncovered mul¬ 
tiple, credible allegations of con¬ 
duct that is inconsistent with the 
values and standards of PBS, and 
the totality of this information led 
to today’s decision.” 

The news first was reported by 
Variety on Wednesday afternoon. 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Declaring “I am 
part of the problem,” documen¬ 
tarian Morgan Spurlock con¬ 
fessed in an online post to sexual 
harassment and infidelity, and 
said a woman accused him of 
rape in college. 

In the post, 
which he linked 
to from his veri¬ 
fied Twitter ac¬ 
count, Spurlock 
wrote that as he 
watches other 
influential men 
brought down 
by allegations 
of sexual mis¬ 
conduct, “I don’t sit by and won¬ 
der ‘who will be next?’ I wonder, 
‘when will they come for me?”’ 

Spurlock recounted a sexual 
encounter in college that he said 
he thought was consensual, but 
said the woman believed it was 
rape. 

“I tried to comfort her. To make 
her feel better,” Spurlock wrote. 
“I thought I was doing ok, I be¬ 
lieved she was feeling better. She 
believed she was raped. That’s 
why I’m part of the problem.” 

Spurlock also said he paid a set¬ 
tlement to a female assistant who 


The “Tavis Smiley” show is pro¬ 
duced by independent production 
company TS Media. While PBS 
has been airing the series since 
2004, it does not employ Smiley 
or his staff. 

Smiley, 53, did not immedi¬ 
ately respond to a request for 
comment. 

The probe revealed allegations 
that Smiley had engaged in sex¬ 
ual relationships with multiple 
subordinates, Variety reported, 
citing unnamed sources. 

Some witnesses “expressed 
concern that their employment 
status was linked to the status of a 
sexual relationship with Smiley,” 
Variety reported. They described 
the longtime TV personality as 
creating a “verbally abusive and 
threatening environment” and 
raised concerns about retaliation, 
according to Variety. 

“Tavis Smiley” is a 30-minute 
news show that airs weeknights 
and is filmed in Los Angeles. It 
features interviews with politi¬ 
cians, celebrities, athletes, and 
other high-profile guests. 

Smiley was in the process of 
teaming up with J.J. Abrams’ 
Bad Robot to develop a televi¬ 
sion adaptation of Smiley’s book 
“Before You Judge Me: The Tri¬ 
umph and Tragedy of Michael 
Jackson’s Last Days” for Warner 
Bros. Television. 


worked at his office and whom he 
called “hot pants” or “sex pants.” 
In the post, Spurlock says he 
thought the nickname was funny 
but later realized he was demean¬ 
ing her. 

“So, when she decided to quit, 
she came to me and said if I didn’t 
pay her a settlement, she would 
tell everyone,” he wrote. “Being 
who I was, it was the last thing I 
wanted, so of course, I paid.” 

Spurlock also wrote that he has 
“been unfaithful to every wife 
and girlfriend I have ever had.” 

“Over the years, I would look 
each of them in the eye and pro¬ 
claim my love and then have sex 
with other people behind their 
backs,” Spurlock wrote. 

Spurlock wrote that he will do 
better and will be more honest 
with others and with himself. 
He ends the post by saying: “I’ve 
talked enough in my life. ... I’m 
finally ready to listen.” 

Spurlock is best known for his 
Oscar-nominated 2004 docu¬ 
mentary “Super Size Me” on the 
fast-food industry, in which he ate 
nothing but McDonald’s food to 
show the health effects of the in¬ 
dustry. He has produced dozens 
of other documentaries and TV 
shows and completed a sequel to 
“Super Size Me” this year. 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — In one of the 
most vivid accounts yet among 
allegations of abuse and harass¬ 
ment by Harvey Weinstein, 
Salma Hayek says the disgraced 
movie mogul turned the making 
of her 2002 passion project, the 
Frida Kahlo biopic “Frida,” into 
a nightmare after the actress 
refused Weinstein’s relentless 
advances. 

“For years, he was my mon¬ 
ster,” Hayek wrote in an op-ed 
published Wednesday by The 
New York Times. 

Her refusals — of massages, 
showers and sex — enraged him, 
she wrote. 

“I don’t think he hated any¬ 
thing more than the word ‘no,’” 
wrote Hayek. 

Hayek, who regularly starred 
in films released by Weinstein’s 
Miramax in the 1990s, credited 
Weinstein with helping her start 
her career. But she said that the 
movie mogul would turn up at 
her door “at all hours of the night, 
hotel after hotel, location after 
location.” 

When Hayek brought “Frida,” 
which she was producing, to Mi¬ 
ramax to distribute, Weinstein 
made outrageous demands as 
payback. 

Hayek said he insisted on re¬ 
writes, more financing and, most 
heinously to her, a sex scene 
with full frontal nudity. He even 
threatened to kill her, she said. 


In order to finish what was 
a labor of love for Hayek, she 
agreed. But she said she had a 
nervous breakdown while shoot¬ 
ing the scene. “My body wouldn’t 
stop crying and convulsing,” 
wrote Hayek. 

“It was not because I would be 
naked with another woman,” she 
wrote. “It was because I would 
be naked with her for Harvey 
Weinstein.” 

Even still, Weinstein initially 
refused to give the movie a the¬ 
atrical release. He eventually 
relented after pressure from di¬ 
rector Julie Taymor and Hayek. 
It went on to gross $56.3 million 
worldwide and landed six Oscar 
nominations, winning two. 

In a statement through a 
spokesperson Wednesday, Wein¬ 
stein denied Hayek’s depiction 
of their relationship and said the 
battles on “Frida” were “creative 
friction.” 

“All of the sexual allegations as 
portrayed by Salma are not ac¬ 
curate and others who witnessed 
the events have a different ac¬ 
count of what transpired,” said 
the statement. 


“Mr. Weinstein does not recall 
pressuring Salma to do a gra¬ 
tuitous sex scene with a female 
costar and he was not there for 
the filming,” read the statement. 
“However, that was part of the 
story, as Frida Kahlo was bisex¬ 
ual and the more significant sex 
scene in the movie was choreo¬ 
graphed by Ms. Hayek with Geof¬ 
frey Rush.” 

Dozens of women have accused 
Weinstein of sexual harassment, 
and numerous women have said 
he raped them. Weinstein, who is 
under investigation for sexual as¬ 
sault in four cities, has denied all 
allegations of nonconsensual sex. 

“Why do so many of us, as fe¬ 
male artists, have to go to war to 
tell our stories when we have so 
much to offer? Why do we have to 
fight tooth and nail to maintain 
our dignity?” concluded Hayek in 
her op-ed. “I think it is because 
we, as women, have been deval¬ 
ued artistically to an indecent 
state, to the point where the film 
industry stopped making an effort 
to find out what female audiences 
wanted to see and what stories we 
wanted to tell.” 




Spurlock 
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Wildfire now 4th largest in Calif, history 


Associated Press 

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. — The co¬ 
lossal wildfire burning northwest of Los 
Angeles became the fourth largest in Cali¬ 
fornia history and authorities said it would 
likely keep growing and threatening com¬ 
munities as hot, gusty winds fanned the 
flames. 

State officials said Thursday that the 
Thomas Fire straddling coastal Ventura 
and Santa Barbara counties covered 379 
square miles. That surpassed a blaze that 


burned inland Santa Barbara County a de¬ 
cade ago. 

Some evacuations were lifted and the 
risk to the agricultural city of Fillmore 
was diminishing. But coastal enclaves to 
the west remained under threat as crews 
protected hillside homes in Montecito, 
Summerland and Carpinteria. 

Schools were closed and many roads re¬ 
mained shut down. The USA Water Polo 
Women’s National Team match against 
the Netherlands scheduled for Saturday 
in Santa Barbara was moved to Orange 


County. 

The National Weather Service said ex¬ 
treme fire danger conditions could last 
through the weekend due to lack of mois¬ 
ture along with a likely increase in wind 
speeds. Gusts were expected to top 35 mph 
by midday Thursday. 

Firefighters made some progress 
Wednesday on corralling the fire, which 
continued to spread mostly into national 
forest land. 

Since the blaze broke out on Dec. 4, it has 
burned destroyed 970 buildings — includ¬ 


ing at least 700 homes. Flames threatened 
some 18,000 buildings and prompted evac¬ 
uations of about 100,000 people. Covering 
more ground than the city of San Diego, it 
was 30 percent contained. 

To the south in San Diego County, fire¬ 
fighters came very close to containing an¬ 
other major wildfire a week after it broke 
out. 

That fire burned down 157 structures, 
most in its first hours. It also killed 46 race 
horses at a training center, and left one of 
their trainers with serious burns. 


Same-sex child support 
at issue in Hawaii case 



Omarosa Manigault Newman, left, a former “Apprentice” contestant who became one 
of Donald Trump’s most prominent black supporters, will leave her White House job. 

Omarosa: I resigned from 
White House job, not fired 


By Jennifer Sinco Kelleher 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — National gay rights ad¬ 
vocates are watching how a child support 
fight between a divorced lesbian couple 
plays out in Hawaii, likely the first such 
case before a state Supreme Court, experts 
say. 

A woman wants to sever her parental 
rights to a child her ex-wife gave birth to 
and is appealing a family court ruling de¬ 
nying that request to the Hawaii Supreme 
Court, which is set to hear arguments 
Thursday. 

The couple, who are not identified in the 
confidential family court case, married in 
Washington, D.C., in 2013 and moved to 
Hawaii because of military orders for the 
woman seeking to end her parental rights. 

Throughout the marriage, the couple 
talked about the possibility of having a 
child together, the court said. While the 
woman was deployed between January 
and September 2015, her wife got pregnant 
through a sperm donor. The woman filed 
for divorce in October 2015, and the child 
was born while it was pending. 

The family court denied her petition 
because it found that Hawaii’s Uniform 
Parentage Act and Marriage Equality Act 
presumes that a legal spouse of a woman 
who gives birth to a baby is the parent 
of that child, regardless of the spouse’s 
gender. 

“This is a very important and of-the-mo- 
ment question in the LGBT community 
right now, which is how are states going to 


Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — A retired India¬ 
napolis fertility doctor accused of insemi¬ 
nating patients with his own sperm is set 
to plead guilty to charges that he lied to 
investigators. 

Dr. Donald Cline, 79, is scheduled to 
appear Thursday afternoon in a Marion 
County court, when a judge is expected to 
sentence him on two counts of obstruction 
of justice. The charge carries a sentence of 
six months to three years in prison. 

Some of the now-adult children of Cline’s 
former patients filed a complaint with the 
Indiana attorney general’s office in 2014 
after they became suspicious that Cline 
had inseminated some of his patients with 
his own sperm. 

Cline, who retired in 2009, initially wrote 
to investigators denying the allegations. 

Paternity tests indicate Cline is likely 
the biological father of at least two of his 


treat parents of children where there are 
a same-sex marriage couple,” said Cathy 
Sakimura, family law director for the Na¬ 
tional Center for Lesbian Rights, which is 
not involved in the case. 

“Are they going to give them the same 
kind of recognition that any other couple 
would get or are they going to have a dif¬ 
ferent rule applied to them?” Sakimura 
said. 

There are a handful of similar cases na¬ 
tionwide, but the Hawaii dispute is likely 
the first involving a same-sex married 
couple with a child support case before a 
state’s highest court, she said. 

Most same-sex parental rights cases in¬ 
volve a spouse who didn’t give birth to a 
child and wants custody, Sakimura said. 

“It doesn’t happen that often in the 
same-sex parenting world, but there are 
few cases where they are trying to avoid 
child support,” she said. 

In such cases, conception is a key ques¬ 
tion, Sakimura said. 

“Did the spouse consent to the proce¬ 
dure and know about it? And that is what 
triggers them being a parent,” she said. 

The case will test marriage equality, said 
Lambda Legal, a prominent LGBT-rights 
group that is representing the woman who 
gave birth. 

“This is unusual in that biology is being 
used as a shield to evade parental obli¬ 
gation,” Lambda Legal attorney Peter 
Renn said. “Equal rights come with equal 
responsibility.” 


patients’ children, according to court re¬ 
cords. Those children allege that online 
genetic tests show he may be the father of 
20 others. 

According to prosecutors, Cline told six 
adults who believed they were his children 
that he had donated his own sperm about 
50 times starting in the 1970s, according to 
court documents when he was charged last 
year. He had told his patients they were 
receiving sperm from medical or dental 
residents or medical students and that no 
single donor’s sperm was used more than 
three times. 

No other charges were filed against 
Cline because Indiana doesn’t specifically 
prohibit fertility doctors from using their 
own sperm. 

A prominent instance in which a fertil¬ 
ity doctor secretly used his own sperm was 
Cecil Jacobson, who may have fathered as 
many as 70 children from 1976 to 1998 in 
Vienna, Va. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Former “Apprentice” 
star Omarosa Manigault Newman denies 
she was fired from her job at the White 
House — and she’s teasing that she has sto¬ 
ries to tell about what she’s seen and heard 
there. 

In an interview Thursday with ABC’s 
“Good Morning America, Manigault New¬ 
man also said reports that she made a 
scene while being escorted from the White 
House grounds this week are “100 percent 
false,” and questioned why no photos or 
video of the alleged ruckus had surfaced. 

She said she resigned after a conversa¬ 
tion with White House chief of staff John 
Kelly about some of her concerns. Her 
White House pass has been cut off, accord¬ 
ing to the Secret Service, although she will 
remain on the staff through the adminis¬ 
tration’s one-year mark. 

“John Kelly and I had a very straight¬ 
forward discussion about concerns that I 
had, issues that I raised and, as a result, I 
resigned and it will be taking place Jan. 20, 
when I leave this very interesting adminis¬ 
tration,” Manigault Newman said. 

She also denied reports that she tried 
to enter the White House residence to see 
President Donald Trump, calling those re¬ 
ports “ridiculous” and “absurd.” 

The outgoing presidential adviser al¬ 
luded to seeing and hearing things dur¬ 
ing her 11 months in the White House that 


made her unhappy and uncomfortable. She 
declined to elaborate, citing her continued 
employment by the White House. 

“But when I have a chance to tell my 
story ... quite a story to tell, as the only 
African-American woman in this White 
House, as a senior staff and assistant to 
the president, I have seen things that have 
made me uncomfortable, that have upset 
me, that have affected me deeply and emo¬ 
tionally, that has affected my community 
and my people,” she said. “And when I can 
tell my story, it is a profound story that I 
know the world will want to hear.” 

One of Trump’s most prominent black 
supporters, Manigault Newman was an 
assistant to the president and director of 
communications for the White House Of¬ 
fice of Public Liaison, working on outreach 
to various constituency groups. But the of¬ 
fice languished under her watch and Kelly 
had indicated that changes were forthcom¬ 
ing — including her dismissal, according 
to two White House officials who insisted 
on anonymity to discuss personnel matters 
because they were not authorized to speak 
publicly about them. Better known by only 
her first name, Manigault Newman was 
escorted from the White House complex 
Tuesday night but was allowed to offer her 
resignation, according to the two officials. 

Trump bid her farewell in a tweet late 
Wednesday. “Thank you Omarosa for your 
service! I wish you continued success.” 


Fertility doctor to admit using own sperm 









Page 12 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Friday, December 15,2017 


NATION 


Rep. Farenthold to retire 
amid harassment claims 


By Alan Fram 
and Will Weissert 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — Texas Re¬ 
publican Rep. Blake Farenthold 
won’t seek re-election next year, 
two Republicans said Thursday, 
adding his name to the list of law¬ 
makers leaving Congress amid 
sexual harassment allegations 
that have cost powerful men their 
jobs in politics, the arts and other 
businesses. 

The accusations against Far¬ 
enthold first surfaced in 2014, 
when a former aide sued him over 
sexually suggestive comments 
and behavior and said she’d been 
fired after she complained. The 
lawmaker said he engaged in no 
wrongdoing and the case was set¬ 
tled in 2015. 


But the House Ethics Com¬ 
mittee said last week that it 
would investigate Farenthold 
after congressional sources said 
he’d paid an $84,000 settlement 
using taxpayers’ money. Though 
Farenthold said he’d reimburse 
the Treasury Department, such 
payments have drawn public 
criticism from people saying 
lawmakers should use their own 
money for such settlements. 

A House official said Faren¬ 
thold spoke twice Wednesday to 
House Speaker Paul Ryan, R- 
Wis., while another official said 
the congressmen spoke once 
with Rep. Steve Stivers, R-Ohio, 
who heads the GOP’s House cam¬ 
paign committee. Those discus¬ 
sions suggested that Farenthold 
may have come under pressure 


from leaders to step aside. Both 
officials spoke on condition of 
anonymity to describe private 
conversations. 

Last week, three lawmakers 
facing accusations of sexual ha¬ 
rassment announced their res¬ 
ignations. Reps. John Conyers, 
D-Mich., and Trent Franks, R- 
Ariz., already have left Congress 
while Sen. A1 Franken, D-Minn., 
has said he will step aside soon. 

Mike Bergsma, Republican 
county chairman in Farenthold’s 
home county of Nueces, Texas, 
said Farenthold campaign man¬ 
ager Joseph Walter told him he 
will not seek re-election. Walter 
told Bergsma the staff was work¬ 
ing on a media statement. 

“I think it’s a shame. He’s my 
friend; I think he’s been a good 



Jose Luis Magana/AP 


House Speaker Raul Ryan, R-Wis., left, and Rep. Blake Farenthold, 
R-Texas, second from right, participate in a mock swearing-in 
ceremony on Capitol Hill in Washington in January. 


congressman. I wish he had been 
able to tell his side of the story and 
that this one issue wasn’t making 
so much difference,” Bergsma 
said. 

“I don’t think he had done 
anything that devastating, and 
the thing that’s really hurting 
him is that it was public money,” 
Bergsma said, referring to the 


use of Treasury money to pay the 
settlement. 

“And the way the law is struc¬ 
tured, my understanding is, he 
didn’t have much choice.” 

A second Republican who con¬ 
firmed Farenthold’s retirement 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
to describe a decision the law¬ 
maker had not yet made public. 


Official: Puerto Rico won’t 
have full power until late May 


By Christopher Flavelle 

Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — Puerto Rico’s elec¬ 
trical grid is unlikely to be fully restored 
until the end of May, the head of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers said Wednesday 
— months longer than the timeline offered 
by the island’s governor. 

Lt. Gen. Todd Semonite, commanding 
general and chief engineer for the Corps, 
said in an interview Wednesday that he ex¬ 
pects Puerto Rico’s electrical grid to reach 
75 percent of customers by the end of Janu¬ 
ary, 95 percent by the end of February, and 
100 percent by the end of May, more than 
eight months after Hurricane Maria hit. 

That departs from statements by Puerto 
Rico Gov. Ricardo Rossello, who said in 


October that he hoped power would be re¬ 
stored to 95 percent of the grid by Dec. 15. 
The Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority 
made a similar pledge last month, saying 
it would reach 95 percent of customers by 
the end of December. 

The slow pace of restoring electricity 
following Hurricane Maria has become 
shorthand for the U.S. government’s un¬ 
even response. Just 61 percent of electric¬ 
ity had been restored as of Wednesday, 
according to data on a website run by the 
island’s government. 

Semonite said he had told Rossello on 
Oct. 27 that the Dec. 15 timeline was un¬ 
realistic. “Governor, there’s no way you’re 
going to get 95 percent” by that point, Se¬ 
monite recounted telling Rossello. “And he 
was very, very upset.” 



Richard Drew/AP 

The Walt Disney Co. logo appears on a screen above the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange in August. 


Judges to examine whether drug 
stash-house stings racially biased 


Disney buying large part of 
21st Century Fox for $52.4B 


By Michael Tarm 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — The question of whether 
federal agents display racial bias by stag¬ 
ing phony drug stash-house stings over¬ 
whelmingly in black neighborhoods is the 
focus of hearings beginning Thursday in 
Chicago and could determine whether 
agencies curtail or even abandon their use 
nationwide. 

A first-of-its-kind panel of federal trial 
judges holds two days of hearings on the 
stings, which are overseen by the U.S. Bu¬ 
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives and typically involve agents 
posing as cartel couriers who talk suspects 
into agreeing to rob drugs that don’t exist 
from what they are told are guarded stash 
houses that are also fictitious. 

The nine panelists — each of whom pre¬ 
sides over 12 separate stash-house cases 
with 43 defendants in all — chose to hear 
evidence simultaneously on the question 


after defense teams in the dozen cases all 
moved for the indictments to be tossed on 
grounds of racial bias. 

How the judges rule in coming weeks — 
and they could submit a single ruling — is 
expected to influence how courts around 
the country deal with similar claims about 
the stings, which have been a favorite tool 
of federal law enforcement dating to the 
1990s. Rulings in Chicago also could en¬ 
courage the U.S. Supreme Court to take up 
the issue. 

Stash-house stings have been criticized 
on other grounds, including in how agents 
dangle the prospect of pocketing tens of 
thousands of dollars to often poor, desper¬ 
ate subjects. Some courts have warned the 
stings risk crossing the line into illegally 
entrapping suspects. 

Authorities insist they’re careful not 
to entrap anyone, targeting only those 
with records of violent crimes and who 
say unequivocally they want in on armed 
robberies. 


By Tali Arbel 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Disney is buying the 
Murdoch family’s Fox movie and television 
studios and some cable and international 
TV businesses for about $52.4 billion, as 
the home of Mickey Mouse tries to meet 
competition from technology companies in 
the entertainment business. 

Disney’s all-stock deal for 21st Century 
Fox gives it the studios that produce the 
Avatar movies, “The Simpsons” and “Mod¬ 
ern Family,” though Murdoch will keep 
the U.S. television networks, including Fox 
News Channel and Fox Broadcasting. “The 
Simpsons” will continue to air on Mur¬ 
doch’s Fox stations. The deal also brings 
Marvel characters such as X-Men and The 
Avengers under one roof — Disney’s. 

In owning these properties, Disney will 
be in a better position to compete with the 
likes of Netflix when it launches ESPN- 


and Disney-branded streaming services in 
the coming years. 

That Rupert Murdoch and his sons were 
willing to sell off much of the business that 
has been built up over decades came as a 
shock to the entertainment industry. 

Murdoch, who built a global media and 
entertainment empire out of an inheritance 
from his father in Australia, said what re¬ 
mains of his family’s business will be able 
to focus on American news and sports. 
During a call with investors Thursday, 
Murdoch describes the move as a return to 
the company’s lean, aggressive roots. 

Disney CEO Robert Iger will continue as 
chairman and CEO of The Walt Disney Co. 
through the end of2021. Disney said Thurs¬ 
day that it anticipates the acquisition will 
provide at least $2 billion in cost savings. 
Both companies’ boards have approved the 
deal. It still needs approval from Disney 
and 21st Century Fox shareholders. 
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Votes get another look 

Ralph Jones, registration manager, and other workers recount the votes cast in the Dec. 5 Atlanta 
mayoral election runoff at the Fulton County Elections Preparation Center on Thursday. DeKalb and 
Fulton counties certified their election results Monday. Candidate Mary Norwood asked for a recount 
after results showed her opponent, Keisha Lance Bottoms, winning by less than 1 percent of the vote. 

Dems say Trump to seek 
pay freeze, cuts to security 


Probe brings 
change in policy 
on suicidal vets 


By Joe Davidson 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump will propose a pay 
freeze for federal employees and 
cut domestic security programs 
in fiscal 2019, according to re¬ 
ports released by Senate Home¬ 
land Security and Governmental 
Affairs Committee Democrats. 

The two reports are based on 
budget guidance from the Of¬ 
fice of Management and Budget, 
dated Nov. 28, overruling Depart¬ 
ment of Homeland Security re¬ 
quests. The guidance was leaked 
to the panel’s Democratic staff by 
a whistleblower. Sen. Claire Mc- 
Caskill, of Missouri, the commit¬ 
tee’s top Democrat, had the staff 
issue summaries of the OMB 
document. One report focuses on 
personnel, the other on counter¬ 
terrorism programs. 

Although the budget docu¬ 
ments concern DHS, the person¬ 
nel summary says “OMB intends 
to issue a pay freeze for federal 
civilian employees in 2019.” 
Quoting the administration’s 


document, the staff report adds: 
“OMB has instructed DHS: ‘Per 
governmentwide guidance, no ci¬ 
vilian pay raise is included in the 
recommended level for the FY 
2019 Budget.’” 

The counterterrorism report 
says the administration “intends 
to seek $568 million in cuts to 
counterterrorism programs” 
from 2017 levels. That would 
include decreases in programs 
on violent extremism, port and 
public transportation security, 
domestic nuclear detection and 
emergency management grants. 

According to the staff report, 
OMB wants to eliminate Visible 
Intermodal Prevention and Re¬ 
sponse teams, which “are multi¬ 
disciplinary groups of security 
officers deployed to various loca¬ 
tions to prevent and deter acts of 
terrorism” and cut $27 million 
from Federal Air Marshals. 

“I’m worried that the Office 
of Management and Budget is 
overriding what local, state, and 
national leaders have told me 
they most need to keep us safe,” 
McCaskill said. “With recent ter¬ 


rorist attacks in our country and 
throughout the globe, counterter¬ 
rorism programs shouldn’t be on 
the chopping block.” 

The staff noted that OMB’s bud¬ 
get guidance does not necessar¬ 
ily represent the administration’s 
final spending plan. Agencies can 
appeal budget office guidance. 
The DHS appeal was due Dec. 1. 

Federal employees had a three- 
year freeze on their basic pay 
rates during the Obama admin¬ 
istration. Another freeze “may 
present challenges for DHS 
components wishing to retain 
qualified employees. Morale and 
attrition within DHS have long 
been problems that the Depart¬ 
ment has struggled to fix,” the 
staff report said. 

“The absence of a pay increase 
for law enforcement personnel 
may not allow DHS to remain 
competitive with other law en¬ 
forcement agencies with whom 
they compete for qualified ap¬ 
plicants. This is especially true 
as DHS components have his¬ 
torically struggled to meet hiring 
mandates.” 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The De¬ 
partment of Veterans Affairs is 
implementing a new agency-wide 
policy to flag medical records of 
patients at high risk of suicide 
within 24 hours — a decision 
made following whistleblower 
allegations last year that a VA 
suicide-prevention team in Al¬ 
buquerque, N.M., was being ne¬ 
glectful of suicidal veterans. 

According to the Office of Spe¬ 
cial Counsel, the VA is also in the 
process of clarifying rules to fol¬ 
low when handling suicidal vet¬ 
erans, and it’s establishing new 
employee training and improving 
communication between VA fa¬ 
cilities about veterans at risk for 
suicide. 

The Office of Special Counsel 
initiated an investigation last year 
following complaints from an un¬ 
named employee at the Raymond 
G. Murphy VA Medical Center in 
Albuquerque. The special coun¬ 
sel discovered the VA facility was 
failing to flag medical records for 
veterans at risk of suicide. 

In a letter to President Donald 
Trump, special counsel Harry 
Kerner announced the case 
closed Nov. 30 and the original 
whistleblower complaints, as well 
as correspondence between the 
special counsel and the VA, were 
publicly released. 

Kerner wrote to Trump that 
the VA was initially slow to take 
action. 

The investigation started in 
April 2016. Among other find¬ 
ings, it uncovered that providers 
weren’t updating the VA’s “High 
Risk for Suicide” list or flagging 
patient medical records in a time¬ 
ly manner. The flagging system 
is intended to inform VA doctors 
nationwide when a patient might 
be at risk for suicide. 

It was also discovered the hos¬ 
pital’s suicide-prevention coordi¬ 
nator didn’t perform evaluations 
every 90 days for some veterans 
who were flagged for suicide 
risk, as the VA requires. In some 
cases, the Veterans Crisis Line 
referred veterans to the hospi¬ 
tal’s suicide-prevention team and 
their responses were delayed. In 


The agency 
initially appeared 
slow in recognizing 
the tragedy that 
suicide by veterans 
represents, f 

Harry Kerner 

Office of Special Counsel, in a letter to 
President Donald Trump about the VA 


one instance, it took eight busi¬ 
ness days for the coordinator to 
contact a veteran referred from 
the hotline. 

The VA’s initial response to the 
findings were “disappointing,” 
Kerner wrote. The VA responded 
it didn’t have a policy in place to 
flag patient records for suicide 
risk within a certain timeframe 
and it didn’t substantiate many of 
the whistleblower claims. 

“The agency initially appeared 
slow in recognizing the tragedy 
that suicide by veterans repre¬ 
sents, seemingly implying that 
certain delays in care and a lack 
of adequate regulations govern¬ 
ing the handling of suicidal veter¬ 
ans were tolerable,” he wrote. “As 
seen from the agency reports, 
a lack of requirements leads to 
delays and delays lead to veteran 
deaths.” 

After going back-and-forth 
with the VA since February, 
Kerner determined the agency’s 
response was now “reasonable.” 

Besides implementing the 24- 
hour rule, the agency is adding 
staff to the suicide-prevention 
team in Albuquerque, the Albu¬ 
querque Journal reported. The 
newspaper reported the suicide- 
prevention coordinator criticized 
by the unnamed whistleblower 
kept her position. 

“Ultimately ... I have deter¬ 
mined that the reports contain 
all of the information required 
by statute, and the findings ap¬ 
pear reasonable,” Kerner wrote 
to Trump. “This matter is now 
closed.” 

wentling.nikki@stri pes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


Judge: Octogenarian doctor lacking computer skills can’t regain license 


By Michael Casey 

Associated Press 

CONCORD, N.H. — A New 
Hampshire judge has upheld his 
decision to deny an 84-year-old 
doctor’s request to regain her li¬ 
cense to practice, which she had 
surrendered partly over her in¬ 
ability to use a computer. 


The state challenged Dr. Anna 
Konopka’s record keeping, pre¬ 
scribing practices and medical 
decision making. It said her lim¬ 
ited computer skills prevent her 
from using the state’s mandatory 
electronic drug monitoring pro¬ 
gram, which requires prescribers 
of opioids to register in an effort 


reduce overdoses. 

Judge John Kissinger ruled 
last month that Konopka failed 
to show she was forced to give up 
her license as she alleged. 

In his order released Wednes¬ 
day, Kissinger said Konopka 
failed to show that the state Board 
of Medicine “acted unreasonably 


or improperly.” 

“I’m not giving up yet,” Konop¬ 
ka said. “I will keep fighting until 
it’s pointless. Then I will accept 
that.” 

In her defense, Konopka sub¬ 
mitted letters from nearly 30 pa¬ 
tients who praised her patience, 
passion and medical skills. Many 


of her patients lack insurance, but 
she takes anyone willing to pay 
her $50 in cash. 

“This court system is leaving 
all of us high and dry,” said Cher¬ 
yl Hodgdon, 55, one of Konop¬ 
ka’s patients. “I have waited two 
months to get another appoint¬ 
ment at another pain clinic.” 
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Police: Man strips, 
jumps on car after crash 

yil FAIRFAX — Fairfax 
w r\ County police said a 
man stripped off his clothes and 
jumped on a passing vehicle after 
a car accident near Washington 
Dulles International Airport. 

A statement from the Fairfax 
County Police Department said 
the bizarre incident occurred 
Tuesday and caused “mqjor 
traffic delays” during rush hour 
around the airport. 

The man, who was not immedi¬ 
ately identified, is facing multiple 
charges. 

Officials said the naked sus¬ 
pect was found on Dulles airport 
property after fleeing the acci¬ 
dent scene. He was taken to the 
hospital with minor injuries. 

'Christmas Story' house 
may become Lego set 

gyW SYRACUSE — A cen¬ 
tal I tral New York family is 
campaigning for their carefully 
crafted recreation of the house 
from “A Christmas Story” to be¬ 
come an official Lego set. 

WSTM-TV in Syracuse re¬ 
ported Jason Middaugh’s small 
family project to recreate the 
house from the classic holiday 
film turned into a six-month un¬ 
dertaking. Middaugh said he and 
his family, who live in Marcellus, 
scoured the internet to find the 
2,000 pieces needed to construct 
the home. 

Lego reviews set proposals 
when 10,000 people support a 
project on their special site. The 
Middaugh family’s “A Christ¬ 
mas Story” set has received 
nearly 9,000 endorsements. The 
real home from the movie is in 
Cleveland. 

Hero dog credited with 
saving owner from fire 



Photos by Andy Newman, Florida Keys News Bureau/AP 

Grinch on patrol 

Monroe County Sheriff’s Office Col. Lou Caputo, above 
left, has some fun with Deputy Willie Guerra as he 
aims a radar speed gun in a school zone on the Florida 
Keys Overseas Highway in Marathon, Fla. During the 
holiday season, Caputo dresses as the Grinch to provide 
motorists who slightly speed in the zone the option of a 
traffic citation or an onion, right. 


■ Jt BOUTTE — A Loui- 
siana man said he es¬ 
caped a catastrophic fire only 
thanks to the action of his dog. 

Calvin Baldwin told WVUE-TV 
that his dog, Rusty, stood on the 
end of a sofa and started scratch¬ 
ing Baldwin’s arm to wake him up 
during the Sunday morning fire at 
his home in Boutte. Baldwin said 
he awoke to see smoke, grabbed 
Rusty and left the house. 

The fire left the inside of the 
home charred and the roof par¬ 
tially collapsed. 

Baldwin said all his personal 
belongings in the house he had 
shared with his late wife have 
been destroyed. 

Episcopal priest to get 
probation for road rage 

P ■ STUART — The rector 
rL of an Episcopal church 
in North Carolina accused of 
pointing a gun at another vehicle 
in Florida is set to receive a year 
of probation. 

The Palm Beach Post report¬ 
ed Tuesday that Martin County 
prosecutors reached a deal with 
the Rev. William Rian Adams, 
35. He is scheduled to plead no 
contest Friday to a misdemeanor 
charge of improper exhibition of 
a firearm. He had been facing 


two felony counts of aggravated 
assault with a deadly weapon. 

State troopers said a pickup 
driver was closely following 
Adams’ Corvette on Florida’s 
Turnpike in July and tried to pass 
the car. Authorities say Adams 
pointed a handgun at the truck. 

Rare barn owls hatch 
late brood of chicks 

■ |y BEDFORD — A pair of 
I Irl rare barn owls is tend¬ 
ing to an unusually late brood 
of chicks in their southern Indi¬ 
ana nest that’s outfitted with a 
webcam. 

The Department of Natural Re¬ 
sources said the mother owl laid a 
second clutch of eggs in late Sep¬ 
tember, which is quite late in the 
nesting season. 

DNR staffers recently in¬ 
spected the nest and found three 
healthy chicks and two much 
smaller chicks. 

DNR nongame bird biologist 
Allisyn Gillet said the healthy 
chicks will likely survive until 
fledging if they find sufficient 
food in the coming weeks. 

Barn owls have a distinctive, 
heart-shaped face and are so- 
named because they often build 
their nests in barns. They are an 
endangered species in Indiana. 


Chunk of ice falls 
on home, tears roof 

I"* A RIVERSIDE — San 
Bernardino homeown¬ 
ers say a block of ice fell out of the 
sky, tore through their roof and 
landed in their bedroom. 

The Press-Enterprise reported 
Claudell Curry and Odell Marie 
Curry said their home shook vio¬ 
lently as a chunk of ice the size of 
a car engine fell into their home 
last weekend. 

The couple is thankful they did 
not go to bed before the ice fell. 

Last month, a chunk of ice fell 
into a home in Chino, 25 miles 
west of San Bernardino, also 
damaging the roof, 

Federal Aviation Administra¬ 
tion spokesman Ian Gregor be¬ 
lieves the ice that fell onto Chino 
home could have formed on the 
outside of a passenger airliner. 

Officials rescue birds 
from farmstead 

I A I0WA CITY — Iowa City 
Ur\ Animal Services say 
more than 200 birds were res¬ 
cued following a large-scale ani¬ 
mal welfare investigation on an 
abandoned farmstead in eastern 
Iowa. 


The Press-Citizen reported that 
animal services is now caring for 
110 ducks and geese, 76 chickens 
and 49 pigeons. 

Johnson County Sheriff Lonny 
Pulkrabek said an investiga¬ 
tion at an abandoned farmstead 
southeast of Solon turned up 
more than 20 crates, kennels and 
small sheds on the land contain¬ 
ing hundreds of birds. 

Pulkrabek said the 70-year-old 
owner of the property admitted to 
owning the birds and voluntarily 
relinquished them. 

Christmas tree planted 
in sinkhole in road 

||i| Q JACKSON — There’s 
IVI only one thing under 
the Christmas tree decorating 
Poplar Boulevard in Jackson — a 
pothole that residents hope will 
get fixed soon. 

WLBT-TV reported somebody 
placed a tree fully decorated with 
ornaments and lights in the sink¬ 
hole that appeared weeks earlier 
in the Belhaven neighborhood. 

A sign on the tree says: “From 
our sinkhole to yours.” 

Resident Kelsey Berry said the 
pothole posed a hazard to unsus¬ 
pecting motorists because the 
street isn’t lit very well. 

The tree’s lights turn on at night 


to help warn drivers to swerve 
around it. 

Jail guard catches man 
falling from 2nd story 

|UW PAHRUMP — Two 
iri w sheriff’s deputies were 
credited Tuesday with prevent¬ 
ing a man from suffering serious 
injuries when he let himself fall 
backward from a second-story 
rail in what officials called an ap¬ 
parent suicide attempt last week 
inside a Nevada county jail. 

Neither the inmate nor the 
deputy who caught him, Joshua 
Armendariz, were seriously hurt 
in the Dec. 5 incident inside the 
Nye County Detention Center 
in Pahrump, sheriff’s Lt. David 
Boruchowitz said. 

Boruchowitz said another jail 
deputy, Ann Horak, tried to pre¬ 
vent the man from falling. 

The inmate was identified as a 
Las Vegas resident in his mid-20s 
who Boruchowitz said was arrest¬ 
ed Sept. 24 and threatened suicide 
while serving a 90-day sentence 
for convictions on speeding, driv¬ 
ing without a valid license and 
failure to provide proof of insur¬ 
ance charges. 

From wire reports 
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WORLD 


Aid group: At least 6,700 
Rohingya killed in Myanmar 



Dar Yasin/AP 


Rohingya Muslims who crossed over from Myanmar into Bangladesh 
wait to receive aid in September near the Balukhali refugee camp in 
Bangladesh. About 630,000 Rohingya have fled to Bangladesh to 
escape what the United Nations has called “ethnic cleansing.” 


Associated Press 

BANGKOK—International aid 
group Doctors Without Borders 
said its field survey has found at 
least 6,700 Rohingya Muslims 
were killed between August and 
September in a crackdown by 
Myanmar’s security forces. 

The group, known by its French 
acronym MSF, said in a state¬ 
ment made available Thursday 
that it conducted the survey in 
refugee camps in Bangladesh. 
It estimated that at least 9,000 
Rohingya had died of various 
causes in Myanmar’s Rakhine 
state between Aug. 25 and Sept. 
24, and that more than 70 percent 
of the deaths were the result of 
violence. 

According to MSF, the dead 
included at least 730 children 
younger than 5. 


More than 630,000 Rohingya 
Muslims have fled Buddhist- 
majority Myanmar into Ban¬ 
gladesh to escape what the 
United Nations has called “ethnic 
cleansing.” 

“The peak in deaths coincides 
with the launch of the latest ‘clear¬ 
ance operations’ by Myanmar se¬ 
curity forces in the last week of 
August,” MSF medical director 
Sidney Wong said in a statement. 

She said the findings were 
staggering, both in terms of the 
numbers of people who reported 
family members dead as a result 
of violence and the horrific ways 
in which they said they were 
killed or severely injured. 

MSF said that among children 
younger than 5, more than 59 per¬ 
cent who were killed during that 
period reportedly were shot, 15 


percent burned to death in their 
homes, 7 percent were beaten to 
death and 2 percent died due to 
land mine blasts. 

Myanmar’s Information Minis¬ 
try has said that 400 people died 
following attacks by a militant 
Rohingya group on police posts 
on Aug. 25. It said most of the 400 
were “extremist terrorists” who 
died during military “clearance 
operations.” 

International aid and rights 
groups have accused the military 
of arson, killings and rapes of Ro¬ 
hingya villagers. Myanmar au¬ 
thorities have blamed Rohingya 
militants for the violence. 

More than 1 million ethnic 
Rohingya Muslims have lived in 
Myanmar for generations. They 
have been stripped of their citi¬ 
zenship, denied almost all rights 


and labeled stateless. 

Since Myanmar’s military con¬ 
ducted operations against the 
Rohingya in Rakhine state, the 
civilian government has barred 
most journalists, international 
observers and humanitarian aid 
workers from traveling to the re¬ 


gion independently. 

MSF said the number of deaths 
is likely to be an underestimation, 
“as we have not surveyed all refu¬ 
gee resettlements in Bangladesh 
and because the surveys don’t ac¬ 
count for the families who never 
made it out of Myanmar.” 


Suicide bomber kills 17 at 
Somalia police academy 


By Abdi Guled 

Associated Press 

MOGADISHU, Somalia — An 
Islamic extremist suicide bomber 
disguised as a police officer killed 
at least 17 and injured 20 at a po¬ 
lice academy in Somalia’s capital 
on Thursday, police said. 

Col. Mohamud Aden said that 
20 other officers were wound¬ 
ed by the blast, some of them 
seriously. 

The bomber, with explosives 
strapped around his waist and 
torso, infiltrated Gen. Kahiye 
Police Academy and targeted of¬ 
ficers gathering for special morn¬ 
ing exercises, Capt. Mohamed 
Hussein said. The officers were 
rehearsing for Somalia’s Police 
Day celebrations scheduled for 
Dec. 20, Hussein said. 

The bomber walked into the 
police academy undetected and 
joined a long line of officers in the 
rehearsal parade before he deto¬ 
nated the explosives under his 
sportswear, Hussein said. 


“He detonated his bomb vest 
having realized that his presence 
had drawn suspicion among offi¬ 
cers in the queue,” he said. 

Police officer Farah Omar, who 
was at the scene at the time of the 
blast, said the bomber targeted a 
spot where dozens of soldiers had 
gathered. 

“He wanted to inflict a maxi¬ 
mum damage,” said Omar. 

The Somalia-based al-Shabab 
extremist group quickly claimed 
responsibility for the attack. 
Al-Shabab, which is allied to 
al-Qaida, carries out frequent 
bombings and attacks against ho¬ 
tels, checkpoints and other high- 
profile areas of Mogadishu. 

Al-Shabab has become the 
deadliest Islamic extremist group 
in Africa and is increasingly tar¬ 
geted by the U.S. military after 
the Trump administration early 
this year approved expanded air- 
strikes and other efforts against 
the fighters. 
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WORLD _ 

Putin: Collusion 
claims invented 
by Trump foes 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on Thursday scoffed 
at allegations of collusion between 
U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
campaign and Russia, saying they 
have been “invented” by Trump’s 
foes and have hurt the U.S. political 
system. 

He also mocked his critic, Alexei 
Navalny, who is barred from chal¬ 
lenging Putin in the March 18 
vote by an embezzlement convic¬ 
tion, saying those like him want to 
plunge Russia into a destabilized 
quagmire. He vowed not to let that 
happen. 

Speaking at his annual marathon 
news conference, Putin reaffirmed 
his firm denial of meddling in the 
2016 U.S. presidential election. 

“All of it was invented by people 
who oppose President Trump to 
undermine his legitimacy,” he said. 
“I’m puzzled by that. People who do 
it are inflicting damage to the do¬ 
mestic political situation, incapaci¬ 
tating the president and showing a 
lack of respect to voters who cast 
their ballots for him.” 

He argued that Russian Ambas¬ 
sador Sergey Kislyak, whose con¬ 
tacts with Trump’s entourage are 
part of the FBI and congressional 
probes into ties between the Trump 
campaign and Russia, was simply 
performing his routine duties. 

Putin also insisted Russia’s state- 
funded RT TV and Sputnik news 
agency had a very minor presence 
in the U.S. media market, adding 
that the U.S. demand for them to 
register as foreign agents repre¬ 
sented an attack on media freedom. 

Putin has warned the U.S. not to 
use force against North Korea, add¬ 
ing that the consequences will be 
“catastrophic.” He emphasized that 
Russia opposes Pyongyang’s nucle¬ 
ar bid, but added the U.S. had “pro¬ 
voked” Pyongyang into developing 
its nuclear and missile programs 
by spiking a 2005 deal under which 
North Korea agreed to halt them. 
Putin said Moscow was encouraged 



Pavel Golovkin/AP 


During his annual news 
conference, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said he will focus 
on making Russia’s economy 
more flexible if he’s re-elected. 

to hear U.S. Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson’s statement about readi¬ 
ness for talks with Pyongyang, hail¬ 
ing it as a “realistic” approach. 

The Russian leader also voiced 
concern about the U.S. considering 
a pullout from key nuclear arms 
control pacts, adding that Moscow 
intends to stick to them. 

He said he would welcome politi¬ 
cal competition but insisted that the 
opposition should offer a positive 
program. Answering a question 
from celebrity TV host Ksenia Sob¬ 
chak, 36, who is challenging him in 
the March 18 presidential election, 
Putin said Thursday that he doesn’t 
fear political competition but em¬ 
phasized that the government would 
protect the country from attempts 
by radicals to destabilize Russia. 

Asked about accusations of state- 
supported doping that led to Russia 
being banned from the 2018 Winter 
Olympics in South Korea, Putin 
alleged that there is a political ele¬ 
ment behind the claims, which Rus¬ 
sia has denied. 


Italian agents close in 
on fugitive Mafia boss 


Associated Press 

MILAN — Italian law enforce¬ 
ment is closing in on Italy’s most 
wanted mafioso fugitive, execut¬ 
ing dozens of search warrants on 
known associates of Matteo Mes¬ 
sina Denaro. 

The news agency ANSA said 
that 200 agents on Thursday were 
searching the homes and busi¬ 
nesses of some 30 mafiosi in the 
Trapani area of western Sicily. All 


are under investigation for aiding 
Denaro’s flight. 

Denaro, a fugitive since 1993, 
is considered a possible successor 
to the “boss of bosses” Salvatore 
“Toto” Riina, who died last month 
while serving 26 life sentences. 

The sting was the latest move to 
root out Denaro, 55, who has long 
evaded arrest for his role in the 
bombing assassination of magis¬ 
trates in the 1990s as well as other 
Mafia hits and crimes. 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


What is net neutrality and why does it matter? 



Federal Communications Commission 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


The Federal Communications Commission is set to vote on a 
proposal that would undo Obama-era “net neutrality” rules and 
forbid states from putting anything similar in place. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Net neutral¬ 
ity regulations, designed to pre¬ 
vent internet service providers 
like Verizon, AT&T, Comcast and 
Charter from favoring some sites 
and apps over others, are on the 
chopping block. On Thursday, the 
Federal Communications Com¬ 
mission voted to undo the Obama- 
era rules that have been in place 
since 2015 and forbid states to put 
anything similar in place. 

FCC Chairman Ajit Pai, a Re¬ 
publican who said his plan to re¬ 
peal net neutrality will eliminate 
unnecessary regulation, called 
the internet the “greatest free- 
market innovation in history.” 
He added that it “certainly wasn’t 
heavy-handed government regu¬ 
lation” that’s been responsible 
for the internet’s “phenomenal” 
development. 

“What is the FCC doing today?” 
he asked. “Quite simply, we are re¬ 
storing the light-touch framework 
that has governed the internet for 
most of its existence.” 

Here’s a look at what the devel¬ 
opments mean for consumers and 
companies. 

Net neutrality is the principle 
that internet providers treat all 
web traffic equally, and it’s pretty 
much how the internet has worked 


since its creation. 

But regulators, consumer advo¬ 
cates and internet companies were 
concerned about what broadband 
companies could do with their 
power as the pathway to the inter¬ 
net — blocking or slowing down 
apps that rival their own services, 
for example. 

The FCC in 2015 approved 
rules, on a party-line vote, that 
made sure cable and phone com¬ 
panies don’t manipulate traffic. 


With them in place, a provider 
such as Comcast can’t charge Net- 
flix for a faster path to its custom¬ 
ers, or block it or slow it down. 

The net neutrality rules gave 
the FCC power to go after com¬ 
panies for business practices that 
weren’t explicitly banned as well. 
For example, the Obama FCC 
said that “zero rating” practices 
by AT&T violated net neutrality. 

The telecom giant exempted 
its own video app from cellphone 


data caps, which would save some 
consumers money, and said video 
rivals could pay for the same treat¬ 
ment. Pai’s FCC spiked the effort 
to go after AT&T, even before it 
began rolling out a plan to undo 
the net neutrality rules entirely. 

A federal appeals court upheld 
the rules in 2016 after broadband 
providers sued. 

Big telecom companies hate the 
stricter regulation that comes with 
the net neutrality rules and have 
fought them fiercely in court. 

They say the regulations can un¬ 
dermine investment in broadband 
and introduced uncertainty about 
what were acceptable business 
practices. There were concerns 
about potential price regulation, 
even though the FCC had said it 
won’t set prices for consumer in¬ 
ternet service. 

Internet companies such as 
Google have strongly backed net 
neutrality, but many tech firms 
have been more muted in their 
activism this year. Netflix, which 
had been vocal in support of the 
rules in 2015, said in January that 
weaker net neutrality wouldn’t 
hurt it because it’s now too popu¬ 
lar with users for broadband pro¬ 
viders to interfere. 

In the long run, net-neutrality 
advocates say undoing these rules 
makes it harder for the govern- 


EUROPE GAS PRICES 


PACIFIC GAS PRICES 


MARKET WATCH 


Country 

Germany 
Change in price 
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Change in price 

Change in price 

Change in price 
Belgium 
Change in price 


Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus 

$2,772 $3,052 $3,289 

-1.5 cents -1.5 cents -1.4 cents 
$3,400 $3,549 
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2000 


ment to crack down on internet 
providers who act against con¬ 
sumer interests and will harm 
innovation. Those who criticize 
the rules say undoing them is 
good for investment in broadband 
networks. 

But advocates aren’t sitting 
still. Some groups plan lawsuits 
to challenge the FCC’s move, and 
Democrats — energized by public 
protests in support of net neutral¬ 
ity — think it might be a winning 
political issue for them in 2018 
congressional elections. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 15).$1.2136 

Dollar buys (Dec. 15).€0.8240 

British pound (Dec. 15).$1.38 

Japanese yen (Dec. 15).110.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 15).1,060.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

British pound.$1.3409 

Canada (Dollar).1.2857 

China (Yuan).6.6092 

Denmark (Krone).6.3091 

Egypt (Pound).17.8849 

Euro.$1.1801/0.8473 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8090 

Hungary (Forint).266.31 

Israel (Shekel).3.5282 

Japan (Yen).112.68 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3018 

Norway (Krone).8.2839 

Philippines (Peso).50.55 

Poland (Zloty).3.58 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7514 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3479 

South Korea (Won).1,087.85 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9892 

Thailand (Baht).32.51 

Turkey (New Lira).3.8746 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.17 

3-month bill.1.13 

30-year bond.2.73 
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WEEKEND: GADGETS & CHARTS 

GADGET WATCH 

Device makes bikes 

By Gregg Ellman 

Tribune News Service 


CNET/TNS 


The iPhone 8 (pictured) and iPhone X are water-resistant — an 
improvement on earlier models. Is a protective case also necessary? 

How much protection 
does a new iPhone need? 


By Jim Rossman 
The Dallas Morning News 

N ot long after buying a 
new iPhone 8 Plus, a 
friend posted on Face- 
book asking for a recom¬ 
mendation to fix the broken back 
glass after a drop. 

I answered that since the iPhone 
8 models had only been out a few 
weeks, she likely wouldn’t find 
any independent shops offering to 
replace the back glass; no one but 
Apple would have the parts yet. 

To include wireless charging, 
Apple changed the back of the 
iPhone 8 and 8 Plus to one made of 
glass. The iPhone 6 and 7 models 
had backs made of aluminum. 

A day or two later, she told me 
Apple quoted her a price of $400 
to fix it. 

Yikes. 

Phones like the Apple iPhone 
X or Samsung Galaxy Note 8 are 
marvels of engineering — using 
the latest in glass and metal — and 
their screens are bigger than ever. 

With handset prices punching 
through the $1,000 mark this year, 
I’m sure everyone who’s shelled 
out big bucks is wondering if and 
how to protect their investment. 

Should you keep that beautiful 
phone in a case? What about the 
screen? Does it need extra protec¬ 
tion? How about an extended 
warranty? 


All valid questions. 

I tend to be an over-protector, 
and it’s worked out well so far. 

I’ve owned cellphones for more 
than 25 years and have yet to 
break one despite my fair share of 
drops. 

I’ve gone back and forth on buy¬ 
ing AppleCare Plus for my phones, 
although I purchased it for the last 
three iPhones I’ve owned. 

For my iPhone 8 Plus, I bought 
AppleCare Plus for $149 to add 
extra insurance coverage. 

The regular Apple warranty 
is for one year, but it covers only 
hardware repairs due to manufac¬ 
turing defects. Adding AppleCare 
Plus covers accidental damage for 
two years. 

Repairs are not free, though. 
Screen repairs costs $29 and 
other repairs are $99 for up to two 
incidents. So my iPhone is covered 
against damage, but I still had a 
new case waiting for my iPhone 8 
Plus when I bought it. 

Of course, everyone has a com¬ 
fort level. You can choose protect 
your phone or not, but my comfort 
level is not wanting to pay $400 
to fix my $900 phone less than a 
month after I bought it. 

If you don’t have an iPhone, you 
can still get insurance from your 
carrier or a third-party warranty 
company such as SquareTrade. 
com. 


ON THE COVER: Mark Hamill (main photo) gets more screen time as 
Luke Skywalker in “Star Wars: The Last Jedi.” 

Lucasfilm/AP 


Y ou’ll ride the streets a lot safer with 
SmartHalo Technologies’ new Smart- 
Halo smart device for bicycles. It 
attaches to bikes with standard 
handlebars and pairs via Bluetooth with your 
smartphone. A HaloKey is included, which is a 
specialized anti-theft mechanism designed just 
for this device and used for locking it in place. 

Inside is a rechargeable 2,000 mAh Li-Poly- 
mer, which should be good for about three 
weeks of one-hour rides per day before a USB 
charge is needed. The SmartHalo is weather¬ 
proof and has LEDs circling the top, which are 
so smart they glow green when you should turn 
and red when you miss a turn. If you’re wonder¬ 
ing how it knows where to turn, that’s where 
your smartphone comes into play. Before your 
ride, program your route. 

For night riders, a front-facing light will cer¬ 
tainly contribute to your safety. It’s controlled 
automatically or with a touch of the top side of 
the display. Keeping it on automatic allows it to 
go on or off depending on the amount of light 
present. When you stop riding, the light goes off. 

The app (iOS and Android) has many features 
to work with the device, including a “find my 
bike” feature in the event of theft or you just 
forgot where you left it. There’s also a compass, 
visual speedometer and an alarm, which deacti¬ 
vates when it senses your phone is close by. 

The top of the SmartHalo has a tactile circu¬ 
lar interface for a display you can easily read 
while riding and has a visual flashing light to 
alert you to calls and message notifications. Be 
sure to pull over before you check them out. 
Online: smarthalo.bike; $149 


With help from the Perfect Blend 2.0,1 made 
myself a smoothie for the first time recently. 

The smart scale combines with your own 
blender and the Perfect Blend recipe app (iOS 
and Android) to ensure you add each ingredient 
exactly right, measured by weight and displayed 
on your smartphone or tablet. The box says it 
works with any blender; it worked perfectly with 
both of mine. 

Each recipe takes you step by step, making 
it easy, even for me. I even found out that the 
ingredients should be added in a specific order 
to ensure optimal blending. 

Setup is as easy as downloading the app and 
pairing the Perfect Blend wirelessly (via Blue¬ 
tooth). How advanced you want your drinks to 
be is up to you. It’s not limited to healthy nutri¬ 
tion, as I found out. The scale works perfectly 
for baking and cocktail beverages. 

For nutritious recipes, the app displays the 
number of calories and servings you’re about to 
blend based on the ingredients and how much 
you add. 

Two AAA batteries are required. 

Online: makeitperfectly.com; $33.91 



smart, cyclists safe 



SmartHalo Technologies/TNS 


The SmartHalo smart device for pedal bikers 
has a front-facing light and an alarm, and helps 
with directions if a route’s been programmed. 

The PIQ Robot sensor is designed for athletes 
to give them the tools they need to improve their 
performance levels. 

The sensor works with an accessory dedi¬ 
cated to specific sports including golf, tennis, 
skiing, boxing or kiteboarding. 

It’s worn on a strap, which links to your 
smartphone. On the PIQ app, it records and 
analyzes the analytics performance details of a 
workout session. This includes speed, G-force 
at impact and retraction time, then displays the 
analytics in real time on the app. 

The app shows results on a community lead- 
erboard to urge athletes to work harder to move 
up in the standings. 

Online: piq.com; $149 for the sensor, acces¬ 
sories prices; boxing $99, golf $269, tennis $178, 
kiteboarding $208, ski $198 


A Star Wars collection of cases and wallets 
for iPhone has been launched by HEX. 

The cases are genuine 
leather in designs incorpo¬ 
rating art and characters 
from the legendary films. 

Features include genuine 
leather exteriors, credit 
card slots, cash pockets, zip 
closures and custom Ger¬ 
man polycarbonate phone 
beds. 

They are available in 
three styles: the Snap Case, 
the Wallet and the Zipper 
Wallet, and are available 
for the iPhone 7 and 7 Plus, 
iPhone 8 and 8 Plus, and 
the iPhone X. 

Online: hexbrand.com; 

prices vary; Star Wars Darth Vader for iPhone 
X, $49.95, Boba Fett Wallet Case for iPhone X, 
$59.95 



ITUNES MUSIC 

The top 10 songs on iTunes 
for the week ending Dec. 7: 

1. "Perfect Duet" (with Beyonce), 

Ed Sheeran 

2. "Perfect," Ed Sheeran 

3. "Him & I," G-Eazy & Halsey 

4. "rockstar" (feat. 21 Savage), Post 
Malone 

5. "Havana" (feat. Young Thug), 

Camila Cabello 

6. "Thunder," Imagine Dragons 

7. "Meant to Be" (feat. Florida Georgia 
Line), Bebe Rexha 

8. "Amazing Grace," Brooke Simpson 

9. "Bad at Love," Halsey 

10. "End Game" (feat. Ed Sheeran & 
Future), Taylor Swift 

— Compiled by AP 


SP0TIFY MUSIC 

The top 10 songs on Spotify 
through Dec. 12: 

1. "rockstar" (feat. 21 Savage), Post 
Malone 

2. "Havana" (feat. Young Thug), 

Camila Cabello 

3. "Wolves," Selena Gomez 

4. "New Rules," Dua Lipa 

5. "Perfect Duet" (with Beyonce), Ed 
Sheeran 

6. "Let You Down," NF 

7. "All I Want For Christmas Is You," 
Mariah Carey 

8. "Too Good At Goodbyes," Sam 

9. "Perfect," Ed Sheeran 

10. "Gucci Gang," Lil Pump 

— Compiled by Stars and Stripes 


ITUNES MOVIES VIDEO GAMES 


The top 10 movies on iTunes 
for the week ending Dec. 10: 

1. "American Assassin" 

2. "Despicable Me 3" 

3. "Elf" (2003) 

4. "Atomic Blonde" 

5. "Logan Lucky" 

6. "Home Alone" 

7. "Kingsman: The 
Golden Circle" 

8. "The Hero" 

9. "The Hitman's 
Bodyguard" 

10. "Wind River" 



— Compiled by AP 


Game Informer Magazine ranks its Top 
10 Playstation 4 games for December: 

1. "Assassin's Creed," Origins Ubisoft 

2. "Fortnite," Epic Games 

3. "Wolfenstein II: The New Colossus," 
Bethesda 

4. "Destiny 2 Activision," Blizzard 

5. "South Park: The Fractured But 
Whole," Ubisoft 

6. "Horizon Zero Dawn: The Frozen 
Wilds," Sony Interactive Entertainment 

7. "Call of Duty: WWII," Activision 

8. "Hidden Agenda," Sony Interactive 

9. "Life Is Strange: Before The Storm," 
Square Enix 

10. "Middle-earth: Shadow of War," 
Warner Bros. 


APPS 

The top paid iPhone apps 
for the week ending Dec. 10: 

1. Heads Up! 

2. Minecraft 

3. kirakira+ 

4. Plague Inc. 

5. Bloons TD 5 

6. Toca Life: Pets 

7. Reigns: Her Majesty 

8. Facetune 

9. iSchedule 

10. NBA 2K18,2K 

— Compiled by AP 


— Compiled by TNS 
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Revisit Star Wars’ cheesiest 
moments in ‘Holiday Special’ 


With the latest “Star Wars” 
movie hitting theaters, let’s 
look back nearly 40 years 
to what most fans consider 
the sci-fi franchise’s big¬ 
gest turkey. We’re talking 
about “The Star Wars 
Holiday Special,” which 
aired but once (CBS, Nov. 
17, 1978) and has never 
been released on VHS or 
DVD. Here are five things 
to know about the special, 
which was designed to 
maintain interest between 
the release of the first 
movie (1977) and the sec¬ 
ond (“The Empire Strikes 
Back”), which was due out 
in 1980. 

The two-hour special 
featured Mark Hamill (Luke 
Skywalker), Harrison Ford 
(Han Solo), Carrie Fisher 
(Princess Leia), Anthony 
Daniels (C-3PO) and Peter 
Mayhew (Chewbacca), and 
revolved around Chew¬ 
bacca trying to get home 


to celebrate Life Day with 
his family: wife Mai la, son 
Itchy and father Lumpy. 
That meant a good por¬ 
tion of the special had no 
dialogue — viewers heard 
Chewbacca’s family “talk¬ 
ing” to each other in the 
growls that make up the 
Wookiee language. 
Apparently, the stars of the 
movie weren’t enough star 
power to attract an audi¬ 
ence. Bea Arthur, Harvey 
Korman, Art Carney, 
Diahann Carroll and Jef¬ 
ferson Starship make guest 
appearances. 

The most notable part 
was an 11-minute cartoon 
that introduced galactic 
bounty hunter Boba Fett. 

— Andy Edelstein 
Newsday 

• Watch it on YouTube at 
tinyurl.com/ydc7w65s. 

• More info at starwars 
holidayspecial.com. 



starwarsholidayspecial.com 


“The Star Wars Holiday Special” is such an embarrassment, Star Wars creator and then-director George 
Lucas has said that he’d hunt down every last copy of the show and destroy it if he could. 


2 

Stapleton finds success 
by keeping it simple 

Singer Chris Stapleton is up for three Gram¬ 
my Awards. No surprise, since the hirsute 
country star’s debut solo 
album “Traveller” has got¬ 
ten nothing but accolades 
since its 2015 release. 

Stapleton’s new albums, 

“From A Room” (volumes 
1 and 2), have found suc¬ 
cess in their simplicity. A stage, a guitar and 
a great sound system are often all Stapleton 
needs to make the music his fans love. 

• Profile and album review on Page 36. 


3 

‘Peanuts’ legacy lives on 

Charles Schulz’s iconic comic strip has been 
around since 1950, but it’s still a beloved 
cultural force. A massive new anthology, “Cel¬ 
ebrating Snoopy,” highlights the strips that fea¬ 
tured the beloved beagle. 

And late-night talk show 
host Jimmy Fallon made a 
parody video this week of 
himself as teenaged Charlie 
Brown in the style of the 
CW show “Riverdale.” 

• ‘Snoopy’ book review on Page 38. 

• Watch Fallon’s Charlie Brown/‘Riverdale’ 
parody at tinyurl.com/y7q7mmh2. 


4 

YouTube Rewind gives 
its spin on 2017 

This year’s YouTube Rewind video celebrates 
the hits and events of 2017 with a catchy, 
original song compilation by The Hood Inter¬ 
net. The odd references in the accompanying 
video include fidget spinners, the eclipse of 
the sun, and lots and lots of paintball battles. 
• Watch it at tinyurl.com/ycexbma2. 

D YouTube 

-jiiMiMflKIlSVIr 

2017 
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universes 


Last Jedi’ aims to capture 
that old Star Wars feeling 


By Lindsey Bahr ■ Associated Press 


H an Solo is dead. Luke 

Skywalker is back, 
but changed. And 
Leia Organa’s story 
will soon be coming to 
an end. 

The Star Wars that inspired four decades of 
passionate fandom appears to be slowly but surely 
fading as “Star Wars: The Last Jedi” descends 
this weekend, giving way to a newer generation of 
intergalactic rebels and their foes, like Rey and 
Kylo Ren, and a fresh voice behind the endeavor 
in writer-director Rian Johnson (“Looper”). 

J. J. Abrams’ “The Force Awakens” set the 
stage for this new era of the franchise, but “The 
Last Jedi” has to move it forward and keep audi¬ 
ences interested for the next one, too. 

After all these years and billions of dollars, 

Star Wars isn’t exactly a scrappy underdog any¬ 
more, but the franchise is in somewhat uncharted 
territory. The prequels did their own damage, but 
at least no one had to say goodbye to their original 
heroes. 

And then there’s the seemingly impossible 
standard set by that other Star Wars sequel, “The 
Empire Strikes Back.” 

Besides the main cast, filmmakers and some 
Lucasfilm and Walt Disney Co. brass, no one will 
see “The Last Jedi” until the Los Angeles pre¬ 
miere on Dec. 9. And determining what exactly 
audiences should expect is a bit like trying to 
assemble a puzzle with no picture and most of the 
pieces missing. The cast has left some adjective 
breadcrumbs (“intense,” “emotional,” “intimate,” 
“cinematic”), but for the most part, it’s a mystery. 

“For me, ‘The Last Jedi’ is not a particularly 
happy story to tell, but it’s just my part,” Mark 
Hamill says cryptically. Hamill, 66, returns to 
play Luke Skywalker after being seen in only 
a few frames of “The Force Awakens,” which 
ends on a wind-swept cliff as the young protege 
Rey (Daisy Ridley) approaches him looking for 


yy 


For me, 
The Last 
Jedi’ is not a 
particularly 
happy story 
to tell , but 
it’s just my 
part .... It’s 
got so much 
going on . 

Mark Hamill 


training from the missing Jedi. Luke and Rey 
are just one of the new pairings promised for the 
film, which finds every character out of his or her 
comfort zone and facing new challenges as the 
Resistance organizes to go up against the First 
Order. 

“It’s got so much going on,” Hamill adds. “You 
can cut from the more somber scenes I have to 
the action/adventure, the suspense, the humor... 
I’ve only seen it once but I thought, ‘This is too 
much information to process.’” 

The marketing campaign, no doubt playing 
into the tone set by “Empire,” has focused on the 
darkness and intensity of “The Last Jedi,” but 
Johnson says that’s only one element. He stresses 
that it is, first and foremost, a Star Wars movie. 

To him, that means capturing that thing that 
makes you want to “run out of the theater and into 
your backyard” to play with your spaceship toys 
— even without the curmudgeonly wit of Harri¬ 
son Ford’s Han Solo. 

“That’s what everyone was concerned about 
going in: How do you do it without him?” Johnson, 
43, says. “I saw so much potential for humor in it. 

I was looking at every single character and trying 
to find opportunities to break the tension. I think 
people are going to be surprised by how fun and 
light on its feet it is.” 

In addition to Luke and Rey, the film brings 
back Carrie Fisher as Leia in her last film role 
(Fisher died after filming had wrapped); Adam 
Driver’s Kylo Ren, fresh off murdering his father, 
Han Solo; the mysterious Supreme Leader Snoke 
(Andy Serkis); Domnhall Gleeson’s General Hux; 
the ace pilot Poe (Oscar Isaac); the ex-Stormtroop- 
er Finn (John Boyega); and his old boss, 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 

Daisy Ridley returns to the role of Rey, a highly 
Force-sensitive scavenger from the desert planet 
Jakku, in “Star Wars: The Last Jedi.” 

Lucasfilm/AP 
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By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

D irector Rian Johnson’s “The 
Last Jedi” is, by wide mea¬ 
sure, the trippiest, scrappiest 
and most rule-breaking Star 
Wars adventure yet. 

Not the exercise in nostalgia that was 
J. J. Abrams’ “The Force Awakens,” 
Johnson’s Episode VIII takes George 
Lucas’ space opera in new, often thrill¬ 
ing, and sometimes erratic directions 
while finding the truest expression yet 
of the saga’s underlying ethos of ca¬ 
maraderie in resistance to oppression. 
Though there are countless familiar 
broad strokes — rebel escapes, Jedi 
soul-searching, daddy issues — “The 
Last Jedi” has discovered some new 
moves yet, in the galaxy far, far away. 

As the second installment in this 
third Star Wars trilogy, “The Last 
Jedi” is like the inverted corollary of 
“The Empire Strikes Back” (long the 
superfans’ favorite). While it is, like its 
part-two predecessor, often murky and 
weird, Johnson’s frequently comic film 
distinguishes itself by upending the 
traditional power dynamics of heroes 
and bit players in the Star Wars galaxy. 

Here, the odds-defying daredevil 
flyboy (Oscar Isaac as Resistance 
pilot Poe Dameron) is an impetuous 
chauvinist, at odds with a female com¬ 
mander (a purple-haired Laura Dern). 
“Get your head out of your cockpit,” 
admonishes Leia (the late Carrie 
Fisher, to whom the film is dedicated). 
The master-apprentice relationship 
— previously Yoda instructing young 


Luke Skywalker (Mark Hamill) on a 
swampy remote planet — is now tilted 
more toward Rey, the young Jedi (Daisy 
Ridley), sent to stir a monkish Skywalk¬ 
er from a windswept, Porg-infested isle. 
And instead of a Tauntaun’s guts being 
spilled, there are even moments of ani¬ 
mal rights reflections creeping into the 
galaxy. About to bite into his rotisserie 
dinner, Chewbacca, with a sad groan, is 
struck by pangs of doubt. 

Abrams’ finest touch in his zippy and 
nimble reboot was in his diverse cast¬ 
ing — in particular Ridley and John 
Boyega, as Finn, the Stormtrooper 
turned good guy. But Johnson, who 
also wrote the film, has gone further 
to shake up the familiar roles and 
rhythms of Star Wars. Scattershot and 
loose-limbed, “The Force Awakens” 
doesn’t worship at its own altar, often 
undercutting its own grandiosity. 

Those breaks of form — formerly 
mostly reserved for a smirking Harri¬ 
son Ford — will throw some diehards. 
Especially in the surreal isolated 
scenes of Rey and Luke — where Luke, 
with a thick gray mane and a hermit’s 
foul manner is seen drinking a crea¬ 
ture’s breast milk and pole-vaulting 
from rock to rock — “The Last Jedi” 
teeters on the edge of camp. 

It’s not surprising that Johnson, the 
director of the twisty time-traveling 
noir “Looper,” has made a movie full 
of clever inversions. What’s jarring is 
that he’s made a Star Wars film that 
tries to not take itself too seriously, 
while simultaneously making it more 
emotional. 

Yet before its considerable payoff, 


“The Last Jedi” feels lost and grasping 
for its purpose. Unlike the earlier films, 
the less tactile “The Last Jedi” isn’t 
much for world building, and its sense 
of place isn’t as firm. As an intergalac- 
tic travelogue, it’s a disappointment. 

There are exceptions, though, espe¬ 
cially the chambers of the Supreme 
Leader Snoke (Andy Serkis, adding to 
his gallery of grotesques). Soaked in an 
otherworldly crimson red, Snoke’s lair 
looks like something out of Kubrick’s 
“Eyes Wide Shut.” 

Johnson also lacks what Lucas 
and Abrams alike recognized as the 
franchise’s most potent weapon: Ford. 
As the prairie boy turned knight, 
Hamill has never been the saga’s heart 
and soul. While Luke gets his big mo¬ 
ment, “The Last Jedi” doesn’t do him 
any favors, plopping him on a pitiless 
jagged rock away from the action and 
with a backstory filled with regret. 

As Fisher’s final Star Wars film, it’s a 
shame she isn’t more front and center. 
(The next film was to be hers, the way 
Ford and now Hamill have had theirs.) 
But she makes her scenes count. 

Though Isaac has been fashioned 
as the heir apparent to the bemused 
Ford, Boyega is the actor I’ve left both 
episode VII and VIII wanting more of. 
The downside in a story that spins its 
characters around the galaxy is that 
the new generation of Star Wars pro¬ 
tagonists hasn’t had time for the small 
gestures that would shape their charac¬ 
ters — close-ups that their forerunners 
were afforded. Even after two films, 
Rey is more of an unstoppable sprite 
than a fleshed-out person. 


In “Star Wars: The Last Jedi,” the 
Skywalker saga continues as the 
heroes of “The Force Awakens” join the 
galactic legends in an adventure that 
unlocks age-old mysteries of the Force. 

Lucasfilm/AP 


But “The Last Jedi,” as if with a wind 
against its back, gathers momentum. By 
breaking down some of the old mythol¬ 
ogy, Johnson has staked out new terri¬ 
tory. For the first time in a long time, a 
Star Wars film feels forward-moving. 

Much of that sense of progress 
comes in the character of Rose Tico 
(a superlative Kelly Marie Tran), a 
maintenance worker who’s thrust into 
a pivotal role in the rebellion. It’s she 
who voices the film’s abiding message, 
one that — as the first Star Wars film 
of the Trump era — has affecting reso¬ 
nance. The Resistance will win, she 
says, “not fighting what we hate” but 
“saving what we love.” 

In a pop culture juggernaut as 
imposing as Star Wars, these moments 
carry more meaning than they would 
elsewhere. After long skating around 
anything political, “The Last Jedi” 

— whether it’s meant to be or not — has 
the tenor of a rallying cry. Johnson 
has fully internalized a single line of 
dialogue from “The Return of the Jedi” 

— “You rebel scum,” said with disdain 
by a Nazi-like lieutenant — and turned 
it into a badge of pride. 

“Star Wars: The Last Jedi” is rated PG-13 
for sequences of sci-fi action and violence. 
Running time: 152 minutes. 
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Captain Phasma (Gwendoline 
Christie); Chewbacca; the droids; 
and a host of newcomers, like 
Laura Dern’s purple-haired Vice 
Admiral Holdo; a maintenance 
tech, Rose (Kelly Marie Tran); a 
hacker (Benicio Del Toro); and 
cute little creatures called Porgs. 

Johnson’s script, which he was 
able to write while “The Force 
Awakens” was being made, took 
some of the cast aback at first. 

“I was going, ‘Uh, I’m not sure 
about this,”’ Ridley says. “It just 
took us all a second to be like, 
‘Ok, this is where the story is 
heading.’” 

Johnson jokes that he’s like the 
new boyfriend at Thanksgiving 
dinner whom everyone has to get 
used to. 


“(Rian) had a different chal¬ 
lenge, which was to expand the 
Star Wars universe further with 
more inventive ideas; taking more 


risks,” Boyega says. “He was a 
real fan. I feel like he ticked off 
his Star Wars fanboy theories just 
one by one with this film.” 


That fandom has also helped 
Johnson, whom Hamill refers 
to as his Obi-Wan, reach a sort 
of Zen-like state with the film. It 
also doesn’t hurt that Lucasfilm 
president Kathleen Kennedy, 
who has not been afraid to make 
tough decisions and fire or bench 
directors if something isn’t work¬ 
ing, was so pleased with their 
collaboration and the resulting 
film that she has already enlisted 
Johnson to develop a new Star 
Wars trilogy separate from the 
Skywalker saga (he’ll write and 
direct the first). 

Now it’s just a matter of put¬ 
ting “The Last Jedi” out into 
the world. Financially, there’s 
not much to worry about — it’s 
tracking to open somewhere in 
the $200 million range (far below 


“The Force Awakens’” $248 mil¬ 
lion debut, but stunning nonethe¬ 
less). Also, box office and the 
expectations and hopes of a loyal 
fanbase, who have been burned 
before, are two very different 
things. 

“Having been a Star Wars fan 
myself for the past 40 years, I 
know intimately how passionate 
they are about it and how every¬ 
one has stuff they love and hate 
in every single movie. That takes 
the pressure off a little bit just 
thinking, ‘Ok, there’s going to be 
stuff that everyone likes, there’s 
going to be stuff that people don’t 
like, and it’s going to be a mix¬ 
ture,’ ” Johnson says. 

And with a smile and a shrug, 
he adds: “That’s what being a 
Star Wars fan is.” 
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'Ferdinand' not quite ole, but better than OK 

By Michael Rechtshaffen 


The Hollywood Reporter 


I t’s no “Coco,” but “Ferdi¬ 
nand,” a CG-animated ad¬ 
aptation of the classic 1936 
Munro Leaf and Robert 
Lawson book about a flower-lov¬ 
ing bull who’d rather sniff than 
fight, manages to squeak by with 
enough charming set-pieces and 
amusing sight gags to compen¬ 
sate for a stalling storyline. 

Nimbly choreographed by 
Carlos Saldanha, marking the 
seventh Blue Sky feature he has 
either directed or co-directed, 
with John Cena agreeably voic¬ 
ing the role of the “peace-a-bull” 
protagonist, the Fox release 
should handily hit the bulls-eye 
with targeted holiday family 
audiences when it charges into 
theaters next weekend. 

Although the Leaf book, fea¬ 
turing Lawson’s whimsical ink 
drawings, has been translated 
into more than 60 languages, 
many will also be familiar with 
the seven-minute 1938 Disney 
adaptation, “Ferdinand the 
Bull,” which would take home 
the Oscar for best short subject 
(cartoons). 

Stretching the subject matter 
onto a feature-length canvas, the 
production kicks off in Casa del 
Toros, a bull training camp in 
rural Spain from which young 
Ferdinand bolts upon learning 
his dad never returned from a 
trip to that Madrid arena. He 
finds idyllic refuge on a farm be¬ 
longing to Ziggy (singer Juanes), 
whose daughter Nina (Katie Sil¬ 
verman) makes a pet out of the 
docile creature until he grows to 
an enormous, threatening size 
(cue Cena) and is subsequently 
seized by the authorities and de¬ 
livered back to Casa del Toros, 
where a bull becomes either a 
fighter or meat. 

Not fond of either of those 
options, and with the famous 
bullfighter El Primero (Miguel 
Angel Silvestre) eyeing him for 
his farewell appearance, Ferdi¬ 
nand plots an escape with the 
assistance of Lupe, a decidedly 
hyper calming goat (the always 
dependable Kate McKinnon), 
and a trio of hedgehogs named 
Uno, Dos and Cuatro (Gina 
Rodriguez, Daveed Diggs and 
Gabriel Iglesias) who prefer not 
to speak of the absent Tres. 

There are moments of comic 
delight to be found here, like 
a literal “bull in a china shop” 
sequence, as well as the foppish 
antics of a trio of Lipizzaner 
horses (voiced by Boris Kodjoe, 
Flula Borg and Sally Phillips). 
But the plotting — the script 
is credited to Robert L. Baird, 
Tim Federle and Brad Copeland 
— admittedly takes a while to 
find its footing, and even when it 
does, the stop-start momentum 
never quite rises to the occasion. 

The visual renderings, includ¬ 
ing those pastoral vistas, with 
all the bright green rolling hills 
and sunny azure skies, are cer¬ 
tainly pleasing to the eye, and 
the characters, particularly the 




20th Century Fox photos 


After being mistaken for a 
dangerous beast, a giant bull, 
voiced by John Cena, is captured 
and torn from his home. 
Determined to return to his 
family, he rallies a misfit team 
on the ultimate adventure in 
“Ferdinand.” 

formidable Ferdinand, inhabit 
those vibrant spaces gracefully. 

The voice work is nimble, but 
although Cena and McKinnon 
are terrific, it might have been 
nice to have heard Hispanic ac¬ 
tors in the lead roles rather than 
just the supporting ones. 

Likewise, a golden opportu¬ 
nity seems to have been missed 
with the soundtrack, where, of 
the three original songs, two 
are performed by Nick Jonas, 
reserving the third for Juanes. 

In a year when Luis Fonsi and 
Daddy Yankee’s “Despacito” 
smashed chart records the 
world over, it might have been a 
better plan to hear how Ferdi¬ 
nand and company would do it 
down in Madrid or Toledo. 

“Ferdinand” is rated PG for rude humor, 
action and some thematic elements. 
Running time: 107 minutes 


Story of peaceful bull still resonates 


By Karen MacPherson 
Special to The Washington Post 

T he project began as a lark, an author’s 
hasty effort to write a children’s book 
manuscript for his artist friend to il¬ 
lustrate. Yet the resulting picture book, 
“The Story of Ferdinand,” became an immedi¬ 
ate best-seller and cultural touchstone. 

Both Adolf Hitler and Francisco Franco 
banned it. Gandhi and Franklin and Eleanor 

Roosevelt admired it. 
Published in 1936, the 
story of the peaceful, 
flower-sniffing bull 
written by Munro 
Leaf and illustrated 
by Robert Lawson is 
considered a classic of 
American children’s 
literature and has 
never been out of print. 
The book is now the 
basis for the animated film “Ferdinand,” with 
the main character voiced by the wrestler-actor 
John Cena. There are new characters, plot 
twists and some slapstick humor, but the film re¬ 
tains the “stay true to yourself” message at the 
core of the book. Perhaps it helps that one of the 
screenwriters is Tim Federle, who is an award¬ 
winning children’s book author. 

‘“The Story of Ferdinand’ is one of several 
examples of how a children’s book went out into 
the pop culture and had an impact far beyond the 
library world,” said Leonard S. Marcus, children’s 
literature historian and author of “Minders of 
Make Believe: Idealists, Entrepreneurs, and the 
Shaping of American Children’s Literature.” 

“It was an appealing story that people could 
project their own fantasies on.” And, Marcus 
added, it “proved to be one of those rare books 
openly appreciated by adults as well as by 
children.” 


Leaf wrote “The Story of Ferdinand” in less 
than an hour one rainy fall afternoon as a gift to 
his good friend Lawson. Contending that “dogs, 
rabbits, mice and goats had all been done a thou¬ 
sand times,” Leaf focused his story on a Spanish 
bull named Ferdinand who eschews fighting 
for flower-sniffing, refusing to fight even when 
forced to face the matador in the ring. Instead, 
Ferdinand sits down to enjoy the fragrance of the 
flowers adorning the hair of women spectators. 

“It was one of those brainstorm books,” said 
Anita Silvey, a children’s literature expert and 
author of “The Essential Guide to Children’s 
Books and Their Creators.” “Leaf was the ideal 
picture-book writer. In the best picture-book 
tradition, he keeps it simple and allows both 
room for the child’s imagination and for the 
artist’s imagination.” 

Illustrator Lawson’s masterful black-and- 
white drawings perfectly complement Leaf’s 
text, adding energy and humor to the tale. In one 
famous example, Lawson depicts Ferdinand’s 
favorite cork tree with bunches of wine corks 
hanging among the leaves. “That’s part of what 
works so well — there is a complete interplay 
between words and illustrations,” Silvey added. 

The timing of the book’s publication —just 
months after the start of the Spanish Civil War 
— proved a boon to sales as both sides exco¬ 
riated it, while Hitler called it “degenerate 
democratic propaganda.” Others, including the 
Roosevelts, were fans of the book. Anne Car- 
roll Moore, the first president of the New York 
Public Library’s children’s division, called it an 
“effortless, happy collaboration... designed for 
sheer entertainment of the ageless.” 

Leaf insisted he had written the story of the 
gentle bull simply to amuse children. In a New 
York Times interview, Leaf said that Ferdi¬ 
nand’s aversion to violence merely manifested 
his “good taste and strength of character,” 
demonstrating that he was “just a superior soul, 
a philosopher.” 
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Nuremberg market is nutcracker sweet 



Courtesy of ricksteves.com 


Nuremberg’s cathedral towers over the city’s Christmas market, the largest of its kind 
in Germany. The market allows no canned music, fake greenery or plastic kitsch. 


I ’m standing in one of Germany’s 
largest Christmas markets: 200 
wooden stalls crammed with local 
artisans dealing in all things Christ¬ 
mas. With all these goodies, it’s no wonder 
that Nuremberg’s Christkindlesmarkt 
attracts more than 2 million people annu¬ 
ally to the city’s main square. 

A traditional center for toy-making in 
Germany, Nuremberg has long prided 
itself on the quality of its market. With 
no canned music, fake greenery, plastic 
kitsch or war toys, it feels classier than 
your average crafts fair. As far back as 
1610, a proclamation warned that “inde¬ 
cent joke articles would be confiscated.” 
The merchants’ stalls are old-style wood 
huts with traditional ambiance and each 
year the most beautiful stall is awarded 
the prestigious “Prune Man” trophy, a 
homemade figurine made of fruit. 

Germany’s holiday markets are a 
Christmasy fantasy of tiny figurines 
— and this market offers some of the best. 
Nutcrackers, strong-jawed to crack even 
the toughest nuts, are usually authority 
figures like soldiers, policemen and con¬ 
stables. “Smokers,” which are small carv¬ 
ings of woodworkers, loggers, postmen 
and other common folk, send out fragrant 
incense from their tiny mouths. 

Many of these classic wooden figurines 
originated in the highly forested region 
of Saxony in eastern Germany. When 
the iron ore and silver mines went out of 
business back in the 15th century, Saxon 
miners became woodworkers. 

A popular Nuremberg decoration is 
the candle chime. A multi-tiered wooden 
stand holds candles, which heat a pin- 
wheel on top, causing it to spin. Each level 
of the stand features a carved scene — a 
Nativity, forest critters, nutcrackers or 


miners at work. It’s said these chimes 
were especially popular in mining com¬ 
munities because of the miners’ hunger 
for, and appreciation of, light. 

The golden Rausch Angel hovering 

above the market 
is an icon of 
Christmas in 
Nuremberg. The 
name is a bit of 
German onomato¬ 
poeia —“rausch” 
is the sound 
of wind blow¬ 
ing through the 
angel’s gold foil 
wings. For locals, 
there’s no better 
way to cap their 
home’s Christmas 
tree than with a miniature version of this 
angel. 

After the sun sets, Nuremberg’s Christ¬ 
kindlesmarkt delights as shoppers enjoy 
some old-time fast food. Spicy smoke 
billows from stalls selling the famous 
Nuremberger bratwurst, skinny as your 
little finger. Stick three of them on a 
crunchy fresh roll, then add a generous 
squirt of spicy mustard. 

At the next stall, wrap your mittens 
around a mug of hot-spiced wine. A dis¬ 
posable paper or plastic cup would ruin 
the experience, so you must pay a deposit 
for a nicely decorated ceramic one. 

Bakeries crank out traditional ginger¬ 
bread using the same recipe they did in 
the 17th century. Back then, Nuremberg 
was the gingerbread capital of the world, 
and a stroll through the market makes it 
clear that the city’s love affair with the 
cake continues. 

For four centuries, the families of 


Nuremberg have bought their gingerbread 
at this thriving Christkindlesmarkt. The 
gingerbread was not baked in the home, 
but was made exclusively by a guild of 
master bakers, the Lebkuechler. 

Another German tradition that has 
spread all over Europe and the New World 
is the candy cane. The first were simple, 
straight white sticks of sugar candy. In 
1670, a choirmaster at the Cologne Cathe¬ 
dral, fed up with noisy kids ruining the 
ambiance, passed them out during a Na¬ 
tivity service to keep the restless children 
quiet. He’d had the ends bent to depict a 
shepherd’s crook. German immigrants to 
America popularized the practice of using 


them to decorate Christmas trees (and an 
American company added the signature 
red stripes in the 1920s). 

Germany has long celebrated Christ¬ 
mas well, with markets that seem more 
like a public service than a seasonal 
business. From sweets to savory treats, 
candles to carousels, Nuremberg’s Christ¬ 
kindlesmarkt warms up cold days and 
lights up dark nights. Its festive swirl of 
heartwarming sights, sounds and scents is 
sure to get you in the holiday spirit. 

Rick Steves (ricksteves.com) writes European 
travel guidebooks and hosts travel shows on pub¬ 
lic television and public radio. Email him at rick® 
ricksteves.com and follow his blog on Facebook. 
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Battle of the Bulge 
remembered 

Seven decades on, they re¬ 
member. Through the weekend, 
Belgium’s Ardennes region is the 
site of commemorations honoring 
the series of battles collectively 
known as the Battle of the Bulge, 
fought along an 80-mile front be¬ 
tween Dec. 16,1944, and Jan. 25, 
1945. It was the last major Nazi 
offensive against the Allies and 
the largest battle fought by U.S. 
forces in World War II. Events 
are held in large part by the local 
communities, re-enactors and 
history groups from the Benelux 
countries and beyond. 

Most of the action takes place 
in and around Bastogne, Bel¬ 
gium. Program highlights on 
Saturday include a parade along 
the Grand Rue and wreath-lay¬ 
ing ceremonies in front of the 
Patton and McAuliffe monu¬ 
ments at 3 p.m. The throwing of 
nuts takes place from the Town 
Hall balcony at 4 p.m. On Dec. 

17, a parade of military vehicles 
along the Grand Rue gets under¬ 
way at 2:30 p.m. 

On both days, there’s a static 
display of WWII vehicles at the 
Bastogne Barracks; the Bastogne 
War Museum and 101st Airborne 
Museum are also open. For 
details, see tinyurl.com/y8ypgft9 
(French and Dutch). 

Organized walks through 



Karen Bradbury 
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areas where battles once raged 
have long been part of the com¬ 
memorations; this year’s March 
along the Defensive Perimeter of 
Bastogne can be started between 
7 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Dec. 16. 
Participants choose between 7, 

14 or 20 km routes. This year’s 
edition goes through the sector 
of Hemroulle. The walk begins 
from the Sports Center of Bas¬ 
togne on Rue Gustave Delper- 
dange. Register from 3-8 p.m. 
the night before or from 7 a.m. 
on the day at the start point. Par¬ 
ticipation costs 6 euros ($7.10); 
tinyurl.com/yc5hm9br. 

Ardennes History Remem¬ 
ber, a group of Belgian amateur 
historians and military vehicle 
owners formed in 2016, also 
holds events over the weekend. 


Manhay, about 30 miles north of 
Bastogne, is the site of a gather¬ 
ing of tanks and other military 
vehicles, along with a military 
memorabilia market from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Dec. 16-17 in the Gran- 
menil cultural center; tinyurl. 
com/yaj6dns4. 

Christmas markets 
without the masses 

Christmas markets are among 
the most popular diversions at 
this time of year, and nowadays 
cities of all sizes host them. For 
something with more intimacy, 
why not consider a smaller event 
that takes place over just one or 
two weekends, or perhaps one set 
in a castle? Here are a few op¬ 
tions for those in Germany: 

• Markets by castles: Bruch- 
sal Castle’s Schlossweihnacht, 
or Castle Christmas market, 
offers a craftsman’s market, 
live music and entertainment on 
stage, guided tours and more. 
Entry costs 5 euros for adults; 
see schlossweihnacht-bruchsal. 
de. Schloss Guteneck by Nab- 
burg hosts a medieval-themed 
fair at which craftsmen dem¬ 
onstrate their skills and heated 
areas serve food and drink; adult 
entry is 5 euros; tinyurl.com/ 
ya5w2gsa. 

• Half-timbered heaven: 

Forchheim not only has a 
market, its facades make up an 
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Re-enactors dressed in period uniforms drive a jeep through mud 
and water in Bastogne, Belgium, during past a commemoration of 
the World War M’s Battle of the Bulge. 


Advent calendar in which a new 
window opens every evening. 
Bad Mergentheim’s old town 
center makes a lovely backdrop 
for its Christmas festivities. Bad 
Wimpfen’s market drips with 
atmosphere, as does Saarburg’s, 
which is next to a waterfall. 

• Wine villages: Wine taverns 
surrounded by vineyards make 
a storybook setting for smaller 
Christmas markets. Options for 
this weekend include those in 
Doerrenbach and Rhodt unter 
Riedburg on the southern Ger¬ 
man Wine Road, Bingen and 
Oppenheim in Rheinhessen and 
Altenahr in the Ahr region. 

• Eco-market: Long a hit 
among Americans in the Kaiser¬ 
slautern Military Community, 


this two-day event takes place at 
the Haus der Nachhaltigkeit in 
the hamlet of Johanniskreuz in 
Trippstadt, about 12 miles south 
of Kaiserslautern. In a romantic 
forest setting, 70 stands offer 
regional foods and handicrafts. 
Kids can enjoy pony rides, a 
carousel and a campfire. On 
Saturday evening, fire artists 
show their skills. Torchlit paths, 
mulled wine stands and musi¬ 
cians playing Alpine horns 
complete the rustic scene. Park¬ 
ing is limited, so consider public 
transportation; buses leave 
frequently from Kaiserslautern’s 
main station. The market runs 
2.-8 p.m. Dec. 16 and 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Dec. 17. Entry is free. See 
hdn-pfalz.de/index.php?id=79. 
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Palermo - an Italian mosaic 

Sicily’s capital offers a bold street life of color, chaos and culture 





Vendors of the 
Vucciria street 
market in Palermo 
play briscola, 
an Italian card game, 
on Via Maccherronai 
during the lull of the 
midday lunch hours. 
Palermo, the ancient 
capital of Sicily, lives 
up to the Italy of 
popular imagination. 

It will be celebrated 
as Italy’s Capital of 
Culture in 2018. 

Photos by Cain Burdeau/AP 


Palermo’s Ballaro market is a place that awakens the senses. Shoppers examine wares to the sound 
of loud, raucous yelling of the sellers, inviting customers to buy. 


strange donation: hardbound 
books about fascism by the Ital¬ 
ian dictator Benito Mussolini. 

“Palermo is the fountain of 
serendipity,” Tramonte contin¬ 
ues. “When a foreigner comes to 
Palermo, he should let himself 
go. Let yourself be a feather in 
the wind and you can find that 
that wind can take you to beauti¬ 
ful places.” 

Outdoor markets are some of 
the best places to enjoy the riot¬ 
ous beauty of Palermo. Vendors 
shout out prices. Butchers slice, 
pound and weigh meat. Fishmon¬ 
gers’ stands display decapitated 
swordfish. Things sizzle in pots 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 


Apartment residents in the historic center of Palermo hang laundry 
and grow plants on their balconies. 


By Cain Burdeau 

The Associated Press 

F or many travelers, Italy 
is seen as romantic, 
mysterious and a bit 
chaotic, with torpid heat, 
gorgeously rich colors and ir¬ 
resistible food. 

In reality, of course, every 
region has a distinct culture 
and identity. But Palermo, the 
ancient capital of Sicily and jewel 
of the Mediterranean, lives up to 
the Italy of popular imagination. 
It’s joyful and colorful, rich in 
art and cuisine, but also disor¬ 
ganized, unable even to reliably 
collect the garbage. 

Life is busily lived on the 
streets here. Clothes hang hap¬ 
hazardly from balconies. Motor 
scooters zip down narrow alley- 
ways (often driven by children 
going the wrong way). People 
shout in Sicilian — a dialect 
incomprehensible to many Ital¬ 
ian speakers — back and forth 
across streets and from windows. 
They gesture, sing and openly 
observe others. 

All this plays out in a city 
steeped in re¬ 
ligious rituals, 
intricate history, 
stunning art and 
stunning decay. 

It’s a place living 
amid the past 
— a past lost in so 
much of today’s 
modernizing 
Italy. 

It’s also a 
culture that can 
seem oddly famil¬ 
iar to outsiders, 
likely due to the 
waves of Sicilians 
who emigrated to 
the U.S. and made 
their mark on ev¬ 
eryday American 
life in everything 
from food to pop 
culture. Part of 
“The Godfather” 
was filmed here 
and the Mafia 
remains a force 
despite govern¬ 
ment crackdowns 
and the public’s 
outrage and 
resistance in the wake of bomb¬ 
ings that killed two anti-Mafia 
magistrates and others with 
them in 1992. 

Before being bombed by 
Americans in World War II and 
ransacked by the Mafia after the 
war, Palermo was for centuries 
one of Europe’s most splendid 
cities, rich with churches, palac¬ 
es, theaters, villas. Much of that 
illustrious past remains, albeit 
faded, but so does deep poverty. 

There are medieval Arab-Nor- 
man palaces (La Zisa, La Cuba, 
the Norman Palace), fantastic 
churches (the main cathedral 
with tombs of Norman royalty 
and the Cathedral of Monreale 
with extraordinary mosaics), art- 


Salvatore Lannino chats with a visitor in the 
Capo street market where he sells typical 
Palermo street food. Among his wares are 
soft-bread sandwiches with milza, the spleen 
and lungs of veal. 


filled Spanish palaces, the grand 
Teatro Massimo opera house, 
and much more. 

What makes the city unique is 
the mixture of cultures across 
centuries: a tapestry of Phoeni¬ 
cian, Greek, Roman, Arab, Nor¬ 
man, Jewish, French, English, 
Spanish and Italian influences. 

“You need an encyclopedia to 
describe the Palermitan,” says 
Pietro Tramonte, a retired ac¬ 
countant who runs an eccentric 
outdoor bookstore. “Here you 
find a laboratory, just like when 
life began. It’s an impossible 
mosaic. But we’re forced to live 
together.” 

Just then, a man in a car hails 
Tramonte from the end of the 
alleyway. He’s dropping off a 
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and pans at kiosks: chickpea 
fritters, potato and egg rolls, 
stuffed rice balls. 

Your head spins at the 
movement, the flashes of life: 
A fellow brushes by with a 
pushcart full of sardines for 
sale; another tries to catch 
your attention to sell you 
a bouquet of flowers. You 
admire displays of oranges, 
lemons, apples, strawberries, 
lettuce heads, broccoli and 
tomatoes as mouth-watering 
works of art. 

You’re in a stream of 
people, moving, buying, look¬ 
ing, talking, bumping into 
each other with bags full of 
food. A scooter blows its horn 
and plows through. 

Your senses are assaulted 
by mounds of olives and dried 
tomatoes, bunches of rose¬ 
mary and bay leaves, cheeses. 

“We were born here and we 
will die here,” says Francesco 
Andolina, a fruit and vegeta¬ 
ble vendor whose family has 
been getting up before dawn 
and working until dusk in the 
Ballaro market for genera¬ 
tions. 

But Palermo’s most famous 
market, the Vucciria, is a 
shadow of its former self. 
Merchants now offer antiques 
and souvenirs to tourists. 

The streets are no longer 
slick with vegetable and fruit 
remains. 

“All the people want to go to 
the supermarkets with their 
carts,” Andolina says and 
mockingly pretends to push 
a cart. 

Palermo recently restricted 
most cars from the city cen¬ 
ter. “Now you can hear your 
own footsteps, you can hear 
your voice. That was taken 
away when there were cars,” 
says Sara Cappello, a folk 
singer and storyteller. 

And in 2018, Palermo is 
being celebrated as Italy’s 
Capital of Culture. “We 
deserve to be the cultural 
capital because we are a won¬ 
derful city,” Cappello says. 

She then thinks of the city’s 
continuing problems: Trash 
piling up, corruption, unregu¬ 
lated development, poverty. 

“We mistreated our city so 
badly,” she says. “But maybe 
this, too, is the fascination of 
Palermo.” 



Cain Burdeau/AP 


Palm trees rise in the Villa 
Bonnano park outside the 
Norman Palace in Palermo. 



Photos by Nancy MoNTGOMERY/Stars and Stripes 



*1 

I 


N 



Above: El Coq chef Lorenzo Cogo often steps 
out of the kitchen to talk with diners. Cogo 
is one of the most innovative young chefs 
in Italy, according to the Michelin guide. 

He specializes in unique dishes with many 
unusual flavor combinations, like this soup, 
left, which contained some ingredients that 
weren’t easy to identify. 


After 


Hours: Italy 



El Coq restaurant revels in combining what would not traditionally be 
combined, such as a little tart of kiwi fruit and capers. 


EL COQ 

Address: Piazza dei Signori 
1, Vicenza 36100 
Hours: 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 
p.m. Tuesdays through Sun¬ 
days. Closed Mondays. 
Prices: Expensive. Five- 
course tasting menu 130 
euros. A la carte from 18 
euros to 29 euros. 

Phone: (+39) 0444330681; 
email: ristorante@elcoq. 
com; website: elcoq.com 

— Nancy Montgomery 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

W e were seated with 
menus in our hands 
when everyone real¬ 
ized we were in the 
wrong restaurant. We’d reserved 
at El Coq, yet here we were at 
Garibaldi. Confusion gave way to 
understanding: El Coq was one 
floor up, via an inconspicuous 
elevator by the bar. Up we went, 
feeling silly. 

I’d anticipated trying down¬ 
town Vicenza’s only Michelin- 
starred restaurant for a long 
time and decided to go ahead 
during a friend’s visit. We’d had 
dinner together many times, 
years ago in some of Seattle’s 
best restaurants. But we hadn’t 
done the tasting menu, several- 
hour, extremely expensive din¬ 
ing thing. 

And we probably won’t again. 
You can spend 130 euros ($154) 
on five courses and another 50 
euros for the wine pairing only 
so often. You can only rarely try 


a kiwi and caper tartlet. 

The young chef, Lorenzo 
Cogo, is renowned as “one of 
the most innovative and imagi¬ 
native in Italy,” according to 
the Michelin guide. He aims to 
“surprise the smell and tease the 
tastes,” according to his restau¬ 
rant website, and meld “tradition 
with creative inspiration.” 

And indeed, fanciful morsels 


came one after the other, looking 
like little pieces of art. There was 
a magenta “homage to beet,” and 
tomato water cannelloni, ricotta 
and buckwheat with ginger 
pumpkin cream. There was car¬ 
paccio of amberjack with gin and 
citrus fruit, and a potato cream 
with cuttlefish, herring caviar 
and dill. 

All very complicated and inno¬ 


vative. With many unusual flavor 
combinations. 

Which for the most part we 
didn’t love. 

“Too many notes,” said my 
friend, quoting Emperor Joseph 
II’s critique of Mozart’s “The 
Marriage of Figaro.” 

By contrast, the dining room, 
with eight tables, is spare and 
subdued, furnished, my friend, 
said in a sort of “retro moderne” 
style. 

My favorite dish was the 
curry risotto with yellow pepper 
and lemon. It really did succeed 
in being like nothing you’ve had 
before, and tasted terrific. 

The big T-bone steak that fol¬ 
lowed took us back to the basics. 
It was Rubia Gallega beef, im¬ 
ported from northwestern Spain, 
where the cattle aren’t slaugh¬ 
tered until the autumn of their 
lives. It was a good steak like any 
good steak. 

Dessert was something 
combining strawberry and 
violet, which sounded delight¬ 
ful but somehow disappointed. 
And there was also the kiwi and 
caper tartlet, which didn’t sound 
delightful at all. I defy anyone 
to disagree with the late Nora 
Ephron. Any dish that tastes 
good with capers in it, she wrote, 
“tastes even better with capers 
not in it.” 


montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 



El Coq’s dining room, with only eight tables, is spare and subdued. Getting to the restaurant can be a 
challenge; it’s one floor up from Garibaldi via an inconspicuous elevator by the bar. 
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Above: A children’s choir service at the Norwich Cathedral in 
Norwich, England. The cathedral regularly holds Church of 
England morning prayer, Holy Communion and evensong services. 
Right: A stained glass window at the cathedral dedicated to fallen 
British soldiers of World War I depicts St. George flanked by 
armored figures representing victory and valor. 


Photos by William HowARD/Stars and Stripes 


A DIVINE DIVERSION 


England’s Norwich Cathedral brims with beauty and history 




The front entrance to the Norwich Cathedral. 


ON THE QT 

DIRECTIONS 

Address: 65 The Close, Nor¬ 
wich NR1 4DH, England. 

The cathedral is about an 
hour’s drive from RAF 
Mildenhall via the All. Lim¬ 
ited parking is available at the 
cathedral for disabled visitors, 
and there are several parking 
lots nearby in the city center 
and Park and Ride services. 

TIMES 

Hours: Open daily 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 


COSTS 

Admission: Free 

FOOD 

The Refectory inside the 
cathedral is a cafe that serves 
light lunches, soups, cakes and 
hot and cold drinks. 

INFORMATION 

Phone: (+44)(0)1603 218300, 
email: reception@cathedral. 
org.uk, website: cathedral.org. 
uk 

— William Howard 


By William Howard 

Stars and Stripes 

was immediately drawn 
toward the Norwich 
Cathedral in England 
during my first visit to the 
Norwich city center. 

As I left the shopping mall, I 
looked up to see the cathedral’s 
315-foot-tall spire towering 
above the other buildings. 

It led me like a beacon to the 
amazing Norman cathedral, a 
superb example of Romanesque 
architecture. 

Construction of the cathedral 
began in 1096. It was completed 
in 1145, topped with a wooden 
spire clad in lead. 

Lightning struck the wooden 
spire in 1169 and again in 1463, 
causing fires inside the building. 
The second fire was so intense it 
changed some of the building’s 
Caen limestone from a creamy 
color to pink. 

After several reconstruc¬ 
tions over the centuries, a spire 
of stone was erected in 1480. It 
remains the second-tallest in 
England. 


If you’re brave enough to climb 
the steps to an observation point 
in the spire, you’ll see a pair of 
resident peregrine falcons and 
their chicks on a nesting plat¬ 
form up close. 

The cathedral houses Eng¬ 
land’s second-largest cloister, 
which was completed in 1430, 
after the Black Death. 


I asked a bishop about the 
cathedral’s history and was 
enthralled for about an hour by 
tales of drama throughout the 
centuries. 

I spent the rest of my visit in 
quiet reflection, walking under 
stained-glass windows and along 
the flat labyrinth carved into the 
grass outside. 


Outside the east end of the 
cathedral I found the grave of 
Edith Cavell, who started the 
first professional nursing school 
in Belgium in 1907. After the out¬ 
break of World War I, she treated 
combatants on both sides of the 
conflict. 


The cathedral holds Church 
of England morning prayer, 

Holy Communion and evensong 
services. It hosts 50-minute tours 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., Mon¬ 
days to Saturdays and at 1 p.m. 
and 2 p.m. Sundays. 

howard.wilMam@stripes.com 
Twitter @Howard_stripes 





















Friday, December 15,2017 


Stars and Stripes 


H3 mm&mm 


Page 31 


TRAVEL Q&A 

When traveling, 
avoid clothes that 
scream ‘American’ 

Q: I am traveling to Italy in 
May and June. What type of 
clothes should I pack so I don’t 
look too much like an American 
tourist? Also, I’m pondering 
what type of bag or purse to 
carry during the day/evening. 
Any suggestions? Thanks! 

A: Clothing is pretty universal 
these days — meaning, everyone 
is wearing yoga pants off the 
mat. However, to downplay your 
nationality, avoid items with 
flags, eagles, sports team logos 
and university names. Sneakers 
and hoodies are fairly common 
in most destinations. 

For style and repeat wears, 
choose darker colors, such as 
black and navy. Choose basics 
like simple sweaters, T-shirts, a 
blazer, dark-colored jeans and 
A-line skirts you can pair with 
tights. Scarves add a dash of 
color plus warmth; bring cos¬ 
tume jewelry that you can layer 
on for evening activities. 

For the bag, consider a sleek 
backpack or cross-body bag; if 
possible, put a little lock on it 
so no one can slip their fingers 
inside. Eagle Creek has some 
good options, as do PacSafe and 
LL Bean. I usually travel with 
a foldable backpack for more 
casual destinations and a cross¬ 
body bag for more sophisticated 
places. 

Q: I’ve looked on the internet 
to find the best time to view the 
northern lights. However, some 
sites say from September to 
April, others from November to 
April and still others say from 
November to February. I would 
like to narrow the window as to 
the best time for viewing since 
this visit to Iceland might be a 
once-in-a-lifetime trip. 

A: Most aurora-watchers say 
that March or September are 
your best bets. Take a look at 
NOAA’s web page on viewing 
the aurora. Basically, it can’t be 
predicted months in advance, so 
if you are going to Iceland just 
for that purpose, you might be 
better off going spur of the mo¬ 
ment based on weather forecasts. 
WOW and Icelandair often have 
cheap fares. Make sure you head 
to a spot in Iceland that offers 
dark skies. 

Q: We will visit Ireland for the 
first time during spring break, 
arriving in Dublin on March 
24. Is it possible to feel some 
“leftover” atmosphere of St. 
Patrick’s Day celebrations, even 
though the official events will be 
over for a few days by then? 

Another question: Do we 
need to buy the tickets to the 
National Leprechaun Museum 
in advance? We won’t be certain 
about the exact time when we 
will get to that museum, so we’d 
prefer buying the tickets on the 
spot. 

A: It feels like every day is St. 
Patrick’s Day in Ireland. You will 
probably see some leftover deco¬ 
rations and will have no trouble 
finding Irish drinking, singing 
and having a great time. 

You will likely be OK buying 
tickets last minute, but you never 
know. It’s best to book online as 
soon as you know your plans. 

— The Washington Post 
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Whale-watchers gather on the bow of the Majestic and search for telltale signs of humpbacks, the most obvious being a water spray made by its blowhole. 


A whale of a time 

Cruise in Hawaii takes visitors to spot majestic sea creatures 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 


J ust like frigid tourists 

who flock to Hawaii for a 
winter getaway, so too do 
humpback whales head to 
the Rainbow State this time of 
year. 

Beginning in December, they 
arrive from the north Pacific to 
the warm waters of Hawaii, the 
only U.S. state where they mate, 
calve and nurse their young. 

They spend the winter months 
frolicking in the clear waters 
of the Hawaiian Islands, and 
watching the 45-ton adults cavort 
is among the top attractions for 
visitors and residents alike. 

You can see them from a num¬ 
ber of shoreline vistas, but for 
serious whale-watching you need 
to get on a boat. 

Several companies offer 
cruises from Oahu, with the 
excursions usually lasting a few 
hours and including a meal. 

Atlantis Adventures’ 150-foot 
Majestic boat offers a comfort¬ 
able view from an enclosed 
second-level deck through wide, 
panoramic windows. It departs 
near downtown Honolulu, a short 
distance from Waikiki Beach. 

The enclosed deck is essential 
because it can get downright cold 
on the outdoor viewing platforms 



A humpback whale dives into waters just off Waikiki Beach, offering 
a view of the white tail markings that are distinctive to the species. 



Passengers aboard the Majestic relax inside the enclosed top-level 
deck during a whale-watching excursion. 


as the boat zips along — more so 
if there’s a winter drizzle coming 
down. 

But you’ll want to go to the 
open bow of the ship once the 
captain spots the telltale sign of a 
humpback: the 20-foot-high blast 
of seawater from the surface out 
of the whale’s blowhole. 

By law, ships aren’t allowed 
to get closer than 100 yards to 
the whales, but the gentle beasts 
don’t follow the law and some¬ 
times get closer than that to 
the boat. Once the captain has 
slowed or stopped the boat, it 
becomes a waiting game for the 
whale — or whales, as they are 
often in groups — to come up for 
air every 10 to 15 minutes for 
adults, 3 to 5 minutes for calves. 

When they do come up for 
a breath, they usually arch 
headfirst over the surface, then 
dive so that their tails stick 
straight up. (Humpback trivia: 
the all-gray whales have white 
markings on their tail that are 
as unique and individual as our 
fingerprints.) 

If you’re lucky, you’ll see 
— and hear — a tail slap, a 
splash that generally serves as 
a warning sign. Or you might 
see the mother of all antics, the 
“breach,” in which the whale 
launches itself entirely out of the 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 33 


ON THE QT 

DIRECTIONS 

From Waikiki Beach, take Ala 
Moana Boulevard west. Drive 
about 2 V 2 miles, then take a left 
onto Bishop Street. In about 50 
yards, take a left onto Aloha 
Tower Drive. You will almost 
immediately see the Majestic 
moored to the pier. Parking lot 
adjacent to pier. 

TIMES 

Departs pier daily at 11:30 a.m. 
Check in required before 11 a.m. 
Cruise takes 2.5 hours. 

COSTS 

Adults $69, children ages 7-12 
$40, ages 6 and younger free. 

FOOD 

Lunch included with cruise: 
deli meats and cheeses, as¬ 
sorted breads, pasta salad, potato 
chips, seasonal fruits, cookies, 
brownies. Coffee, hot tea and 
soft drinks included with meal. 
Alcoholic beverages and juices 
available for purchase. 

INFORMATION 

Phone: (808) 973-9800; website: 
atlantisadventures.com/waikiki/ 
whale-watch-cruise 

NOTE 

Free round-trip transportation 
from certain Waikiki Beach 
hotels is available. Cancella¬ 
tions made less than 24 hours 
in advance or no shows will be 
charged the full cruise fee. 

— Wyatt Olson 
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WEEKEND: FOOD & DINING 


After Hours: Japan 


J.S. FOODIES 

Location: On the second floor 
of LaLaport, a mall with more 
than 250 stores, in Tachikawa. 
From Tachikawa Station, take 
the Tama Intercity Monorail 
to Tachihi Station. From there, 
it’s a 2-minute walk to LaLa¬ 
port. By car, it takes roughly 
25 minutes. 


Hours: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily 
Prices: Expect to spend 
between 1,100 to 1,500 yen, or 
about $11 to $15 per person. 
Dress: Casual 
Information: 042-595-9393; 
http://foodies.journal-stan- 
dard.jp 

— Monique Wilson 


By Monique Wilson 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

U V please find a seat 
| J before ordering.” 
That was the 
i^L. first thing I read 
after walking into J.S. Foodies at 
LaLaport mall, not far from the 
east side of Yokota Air Base in 
western Tokyo. 

While scanning the restaurant 
for an open table to accommo¬ 
date my mom and me and our 
shopping bags, I noticed that the 
interior resembled a stateside 
food court. We chose part-booth, 
part-table lounge seating near 
the back and grabbed two menus. 

I was pleasantly surprised to 
see a variety of offerings — from 
pancakes and burgers to smooth¬ 
ies and coffee — that would ap¬ 
peal to both kids and adults. 

As a starter, we decided to split 
the fish and chips for 580 yen (or 
about $5.10). For our meals, mom 
chose the Maple Butter B.L.T 
(880 yen) and I settled on the 
Fried Chicken Waffle (also 880 
yen). 

Both dishes came with a side 
of fries. For drinks, we ordered 
water and a Coke, though I later 
regretted not trying one of those 
smoothies (400 yen). We ordered 
near the register and were given 
a pager to take back to our table. 

J.S. Foodies has a notice¬ 
ably calm and relaxing vibe. 

The music was neither too loud 
nor too soft. There were a few 
kids running around, and a 
gentleman worked on his laptop 


while eating his meal. A group 
of women chatted over coffee, 
smoothies and soft drinks. The 
atmosphere was a welcome 
break from LaLaport’s crowded 
and hectic shops. 

The first food to arrive was 
the fish and chips. The fish was 
crispy but not too greasy, and 
steaming hot — so much so 
that we had to wait for it to cool 
before attempting another bite. 
The fries were thin, resembling 
shoestrings rather than chips. 
However, there were so many 
that we easily filled up on them. 

About 10 minutes after we 
finished the starter, our entrees 
arrived. I saw this as a downside 
to the experience, but the food 
was worth the wait. 

The chicken with my waffle 
was garnished with fresh pars¬ 
ley. The chicken was crunchier 
on the outside that I’m used to; 
however, this added texture and 
flavor. The meat was perfectly 
tender. 


J.S. Foodies offers waffles with 
a variety of toppings, but I or¬ 
dered mine plain. It was golden 
brown, crispy on the outside and 
soft and warm on the inside. 

Mom’s B.L.T. came with a 
piece of paper folded into a 
triangle shape that said: “The 
perfect way to eat a burger is to 
bite into it.” We later learned that 
she was supposed to place her 
sandwich inside the paper, sort 
of like a taco, to hold everything 
in place. 

Mom enjoyed her B.L.T. and 
said she’d consider ordering it on 
a return trip. 

As we neared the end of our 
meal, we both realized we would 
be too full to finish our fries. If 
I could do it over, I’d probably 
stick with just getting a waffle 
since the chicken was a little too 
filling for me, and I am by no 
means a light eater. 

I recommend that anyone 
— especially families — looking 
for a light lunch or fulfilling meal 
go in and find a seat. 



Photos by Monique WiLSON/Special to Stars and Stripes 

The Maple Butter B.L.T. at J.S. Foodies, a popular restaurant with 
locations throughout Japan, came with a piece of paper intended to 
hold the sandwich together. 



The Fried Chicken Waffle came with crispy chicken and a waffle that 
was crisp on the outside and soft on the inside. 
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water and splashes down spec¬ 
tacularly. 

It’s best to bring a pair of bin¬ 
oculars or a camera with a tele¬ 
photo lens. Once you’ve gauged 
the vicinity of an 
area of activity 
with the naked 
eye, keep watch 
through the lens 
for their return 
to the surface. 

Conventional 
wisdom holds 
that a calm, 
clear day is best 
for spotting 
whales, and as 
far as visibility goes, that’s prob¬ 
ably true. But the best, busiest 
whale-watching excursion I’ve 
ever been on was aboard the 
Majestic during a miserable day 
of high wind and almost constant 
rain. 

Groups of males were con¬ 
stantly jostling each other in con¬ 
tests of mating superiority. They 
were fast-moving, sometimes 
breaking through the water sur¬ 
prisingly close to the boat. 

Still, even then I didn’t see a 
breach. 

Humpbacks were hunted al¬ 
most to extinction by the begin¬ 
ning of the 20th century. They 
remain an endangered species 
but are making a comeback. 

In 1993, there were an estimat¬ 


ed 6,000 whales in the northern 
Pacific Ocean, with about 4,000 
of those regularly wintering in 
Hawaiian waters, according to 
the U.S. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

Today, more 
than 10,000 
whales make 
Hawaii their 
primary win¬ 
tering waters, 
NOAA said. 

Humpbacks 
also winter near 
western Mexico 
and around 
the islands of 
southern Japan, 
migrating as far as 3,000 miles. 
They swim almost continuously 
at 3 to 7 mph. 

Instead of teeth, humpbacks 
have bristles called baleen in 
their mouths, which capture the 
tiniest of food, such as krill and 
herring. 

Humpbacks spend more than 
90 percent of their lives under 
water, and as you stand aboard 
the Majestic, you’ll probably 
swear it’s more like 99 percent. 

But it’s that scarcity that 
makes it so memorable when one 
arches its back gracefully out of 
the water, flips its tail into the air 
and then disappears once again 
into the deep where it spends so 
much of its life. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 


The best, busiest 
whale-watching 
excursion I’ve ever 
been on was aboard 
the Majestic during 
a miserable day of 
high wind and almost 
constant rain. 
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Healdsburg, in heart of 
California wine country, is 


\ 


m 



fb* open for 

business 


2017 

SONOMA COUNTY 


S 



Photos by Mary Ann Anderson/TNS 


Autumn color dazzles in Sonoma’s wine country. Only a very small percentage 
of wineries and vineyards in this California county were touched by October’s 
wildfires, and the region is wide open for tourism. 


By Mary Ann Anderson 

Tribune News Service 

T he signs are everywhere, and their 
messages simple. “Thank you, 
firefighters,” reads one, “God bless.” 
“Thank you for saving our town,” 
reads another. 

And another, “Thank you, firefighters, po¬ 
lice, EMTs, first responders, and volunteers.” 
Then finally, one that is more prevalent than 
the others, “The love in the air is thicker than 
the smoke.” 

I’m in Healdsburg, in the heart of Cali¬ 
fornia’s wine country, just six weeks after 
wildfires ravaged Sonoma and Napa Val¬ 
ley. Healdsburg, whose population is about 
12,000, is about an hour’s drive north of the 
Golden Gate Bridge, in Sonoma County along 
the fabled Highway 101. The signs, some 
with letters haphazardly spray-painted and 
others neatly blocked off, are freckled around 
Sonoma as expressions of gratitude for the 
firefighters and countless others who fought 
the inferno day and night to save this stun¬ 
ningly picturesque area and especially the 
lives of its citizens. 

As I walk along the paths of the tree- 
shaded Healdsburg Plaza — think of it as an 
old-fashioned town square — the air smells 
of autumn crispness, not of smoke. Not one 
bit, not even a puff. For a week or two after 
those fires that began Oct. 8, the news was 
filled with images of neighborhoods in flames 
and hilltops ablaze. One well-known news site 
even reported, “Rivers of wine boil as they 
leak out of scorched vineyards.” With those 
perceptions, who would want to visit Califor¬ 
nia wine country? 

Me, that’s who. 

And you. 

I don’t have on blinders, certainly, and 
there is no diminishing the number of lives 
lost and property destroyed. As I drive 
through Sonoma, there are indeed vestiges 
of fire that transformed portions of northern 
California’s wine country into a fiery hell. 
Some areas look chillingly post-apocalyptic, 
with the bones of former grand homes and 
businesses now gray with ash. 

But most of what I see is intact. The skies 
are still blue, the breezes cool, and the sun- 
dappled vineyards as rolling and beautiful as 
they were since my first visit nearly 30 years 
ago. Every turn of the road revealed vast wine 
estates and stunning vistas reminiscent of the 
old wine-growing regions of France, Italy and 
South Africa. It is not, as the news may have 
led us to believe, all gloom and doom. 

Of the hundreds upon hundreds of wineries 
across the region, just a few burned complete¬ 
ly, while others, numbering about a dozen, 
were heavily damaged or scorched by flames. 

“Most of the wine regions were not af¬ 
fected,” says Lisa Mattson, who is director of 
marketing at Healdsburg’s Jordan Winery, 
where I visit for a wine tasting. Vineyards, she 
says, can be a “natural firebreak” and help 
to protect the wineries. Jordan Winery, like 
hundreds of others, was not touched except by 
layers of smoke that permeated the air. 

The fires struck just after grape harvest, 
a high traffic time for tourists who come to 



Healdsburg and Sonoma for, among other 
things, the extravaganza of dazzling fall color 
of the vineyards. 

And therein lies one reason I am in Healds¬ 
burg. I love autumn and all that it brings, and 
I’ve always wanted to see Sonoma County’s 
vineyards in their glory, having seen them 
before only in spring and summer. 

Naturally I was also concerned that every¬ 
thing in Sonoma County burned, but a friend 
who travels here for work convinced me 
otherwise. Together we visit, flying into San 
Francisco and then renting a car and driving 
for endless miles through the Sonoma coun¬ 
tryside, with Healdsburg as our home base. 

Our three-night stay in Healdsburg was at 
the Hotel Les Mars. It is here we meet Brian 
Sommer, its general manager. He is chair 
of the Healdsburg Tourism Improvement 
District. It’s a small town. Almost everyone is 
connected to tourism and wears many hats. 

When I ask Sommer about those boiling 
rivers of wine, he laughs and says he hadn’t 
heard of such a thing. “Ninety-eight percent 
of the 2017 vintage was already in,” he points 
out, adding that tourism took a direct hit 
nonetheless because of the perception cast 
by news reports that Sonoma and Napa were 
pretty much wiped off the map. 

He, along with everyone else even remotely 
connected to tourism, wants the visitors to 
come back. A hundred wineries are within a 
10-minute drive of his inn, he says, and the 
hotel partners with Silver Service and Healds¬ 
burg Tours to offer tours of the wine country 
in luxury vehicles. The thing is, he says, while 
wine is the megastar of Sonoma, there is so 
much to do in addition to winetasting and 
tours, including canoeing or kayaking the Rus¬ 
sian River, the softly flowing river that cuts a 
scenic swath through Sonoma; hot air balloon¬ 
ing; exploring art galleries; meandering the 
coast near Bodega Bay and Jenner; and dining 
out. It’s all still here, he assures me. 

My friend and I set out the next morn¬ 
ing to visit Honor Mansion, a charming and 
very peaceful vineyard inn hidden away on a 
tree-lined street in Healdsburg. Years before 
I had stayed at the inn, and owner Steve 
Fowler welcomes me again with open arms. 
As he bustles about serving breakfast, I 
strike up a conversation with a couple named 
Ron and Jane. 

Ron is an energy consultant, and Jane had 
an embroidery business. They are in their 
mid-70s, but look much younger. They are 
evacuees from nearby Santa Rosa, where 
the worst of the fires, in their words hot 
enough to melt jewelry and warp cast iron, 
devastated entire neighborhoods, including 
their home and Jane’s home-based business. 
Honor Mansion has been their home since. 

“We’re putting in a bid on a home, and 
we can start over,” Jane says. “Some of our 
friends who are in their 80s can’t and have 
moved away.” 

Later that morning at Jordan Winery, a 
family wine estate established by Tom and 
Sally Jordan and set on 1,200 acres of hilltop 
vineyards, I meet not only Mattson, but also 
second-generation vintner John Jordan, 
who’s now CEO of the winery and who’s also 
a philanthropist, pilot and Fox News contrib¬ 
utor. He had popped over to speak to Mattson 
but ended up staying a few minutes to talk. 

“We are open for business, and it’s busi¬ 
ness as usual,” Jordan says. “Most of Sonoma 
County is open for business. You have to 
understand that 99.9 percent of all visitor 
experiences are open. You hear burn, burn, 
bum, but it’s not true.” 

The more my friend and I drive through 
Sonoma, the more we find that Jordan is 
absolutely correct. We have dinner at Char¬ 
lie Palmer’s Dry Creek Kitchen. There, we 
meet and talk to Circe Sher, who we soon 
learn is president and co-founder of Piazza 
Hospitality, the company that owns the hotel 
and restaurant, and Paige Wilcox, a Georgia 
transplant who manages marketing for the 
company. 

After a wave of cancellations from guests 
under the wronger-than-wrong impression 
that Sonoma has slammed shut to visitors, 
they welcome tourists to come see for them¬ 
selves. “This is a tourism town,” says Wilcox, 
“and we need the tourism.” 
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WEEKEND: LIFESTYLE 


Next best thing to 

Santa’s workshop 



Holiday display company a source of decor for NY area — and beyond 


Photos by Seth Wenig/AP 

Above: Mount Vernon, N.Y.-based American Christmas — whose CEO is Fred Schwam — is 
the source for holiday decorations to adorn city streets and skyscrapers. 

Above left: Large figurines are stored with other decorations. 


By Karen Matthews 

Associated Press 

I nside a massive, nondescript ware¬ 
house just north of New York City, it 
always looks a lot like Christmas. 
American Christmas in Mount 
Vernon, N.Y., is essentially a decorations 
attic for the nation’s largest city and the 
surrounding area and is piled high with 
every imaginable holiday decoration 
to adorn city streets and skyscrapers. 
There are huge ornaments, toy soldiers, 
wreaths, trees, pine cones and miles of 
strung lights. 

Since early November, workers have 
been busy putting ornaments on trees 
and packing displays for delivery. 

There were 18-foot-tall candy canes 
ready to be hung like stockings on a 
West 57th Street office tower, 8-foot-tall 
pine cones soon to be installed atop the 
revolving door at the New York Marriott 
Marquis in Times Square and a glitter¬ 
ing basketball headed for the NBA Store 
on 5th Avenue. 

Displays at Radio City Music Hall, 
Saks Fifth Avenue and Rockefeller Cen¬ 
ter — except for the giant tree — also are 
among the 700 separate holiday displays 
the company is doing this year alone. 

“It’s the Saks Fifth Avenues and Radio 
Cities of the world that gain us a lot of 
attention, but most building lobbies are 
doing trees, wreaths and garlands,” 
said CEO Fred Schwam. “We’ll go and 


hang a wreath behind a reception desk 
and that’s the whole job, and then we 
have some of the biggest displays in the 
world.” 

Most of the company’s displays are 
in the New York area, but American 
Christmas also has installed decorations 
in 35 cities around the country. It’s even 
put a glittering bow on the Cartier store 
in Sydney, Australia. 

Schwam, who was just 21 when he took 
over American Christmas in 1988, said 
he was approached in 2015 by the Inns¬ 
bruck, Austria-based holiday decoration 
company MK Illumination about a pos¬ 
sible acquisition, and the deal closed just 
before this year’s holiday rush. Schwam 
said nothing has changed at American 
Christmas, but the merger should open 
up more international opportunities. 

The company’s New York City clients 
include such stores as Tommy Hilfiger, 


Harry Winston and Ferragamo, which 
has been revamped this year with red, 
gold and white lights in a crossover 
design inspired by a strappy sandal from 
the Italian shoemaker’s archives. 

Schwam pointed out one of his favor¬ 
ite displays, the string of giant-sized 
Christmas lights in front of the former 
McGraw-Hill Building in midtown 
Manhattan. Schwam said he and the 
company’s creative director were brain¬ 
storming one day when they spotted a 
string of mini-lights. “We looked at it and 
decided that’s the idea; we just need to 
make it bigger than us.” 

Many tourists have stopped to take 
selfies in front of the giant lights. 

“At first, I couldn’t figure out what 
it was,” said Patty Wilson, of Billings, 
Mont. “As we came up closer, I saw that 
it was lights. I think it’s very unusual, 
and it’s cool.” 


Above: Decorations are stored, 
prepared and shipped from the 
American Christmas warehouse. 

Below: Holiday lights at the showroom. 



At top: A huge wreath is prepared for a client at the American 
Christmas warehouse. 
Above: Dailyn Feliz strings Christmas lights on plastic trees. 

Right: Brianna Edwards makes bows in November. 


Above: Tanisha Heyward puts the finishing touches on 
a large Christmas tree at the warehouse in November. 
American Christmas clients include stores such as 
Tommy Hilfiger, Harry Winston and Ferragamo. 
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Simple man 

Award-winning country artist Chris Stapleton has a bold plan: Put the music first 


By Kristin M. Hall 

Associated Press 

T hese last few years, Chris 

Stapleton is often surprised by 
early-morning texts of congrat¬ 
ulations from his friends. Take, 
for instance, when the Grammy Award 
nominations were announced. 

“That’s how I usually find out. People 
go ‘Congratulations’ and I go ‘What 
for?”’ Stapleton said. 

He eventually discovered that he was 
nominated for three awards, including 
best country album, best country song 
and best country solo performance. 
“That’s usually what happens to me be¬ 
cause I usually don’t know what’s going 
on.” 

Since his sensational debut solo 
album, “Traveller,” was released in 
2015, he’s won two Grammy Awards and 
scores of Country Music Association 
and Academy of Country Music Awards. 
The album continued to dominate the 
country album sales chart this year and 
has been certified double platinum. 

He released two new albums this 


year — the Grammy-nominated “From 
A Room: Volume 1,” which came out in 
May, and “From A Room: Volume 2,” 
which came out Dec. 1. 

His success lies in his bold simplic¬ 
ity: His recordings are cut live in the 
studio with his band; his wife, Morgane, 
sings harmony; and his producer is 
Dave Cobb. Stapleton isn’t verbose and 
neither are his lyrics, so it’s no surprise 
that everyone from Adele to Luke Bryan 
has recorded his songs. “Either Way,” 
which is nominated for best country solo 
performance, is literally his voice and a 
guitar. 

“I think simple is harder to do than 
making overly complicated things,” 
Stapleton said. “Much in the way that I 
think lyrically in songwriting less words 
can mean more, the same can be true 
of music. If you can, for lack of a better 
term, sell a song without putting in ex¬ 
traneous instrumentation... then that’s 
what serves the song the best.” 

His touring is an extension of the idea 




of putting the music 
first. On his arena tour 
this year, he plays on 
a stage shaped like a 
half-circle band shell 
with lights. “While it 
looks like some science 
Morgane fiction piece, it’s a giant 

Stapleton is diffuser that controls 

a big part of frequency and stage 

her husband’s volume,” Stapleton 
sound. explains. 

He doesn’t use in- 

ear monitors, those ear buds that allow 
artists to hear the music, preferring 
monitors placed on the stage; the stage 
allows him to better project his music to 
the seats in the back of the arena. 

“I am not trying to make the biggest, 
most elaborate, pyrotechnic show,” 
Stapleton said. “I am trying to make the 
show that sounds the best, or best repre¬ 
sents what we do onstage. It’s all from a 
sound perspective for me, and then the 
visual has to fall in line.” 

Singer-songwriter Kendall Marvel 
met Stapleton 15 years ago, back when 
the Kentucky-bred Stapleton was a 
clean-shaven new songwriter with a 
short, flattop haircut. They have written 
some 60 songs together, including songs 


cut by Blake Shelton, Lee Ann Womack 
and Josh Turner. 

Marvel, who co-wrote “Either Way” 
as well as two other songs on Stapleton’s 
“From A Room: Volume 2,” said the hus- 
band-and-wife harmony is key to their 
music. Morgane Stapleton, who is also 
a songwriter, adds just the right touch 
of sweetness and softness to his volume 
and range. 

“When you take her out of the equa¬ 
tion, he would not be Chris Stapleton,” 
Marvel said. “She is to him and his 
guitar playing what harmonica player 
Mickey Raphael is to Willie Nelson.” 

Stapleton gives a lot of credit to his 
wife for knowing all the songs in his 
catalog and picking songs that fans can 
connect to, like “Broken Halos,” another 
Grammy-nominated song. 

That song, which talks about not 
always understanding why loss hap¬ 
pens, has become a tender, comforting 
moment for many fans, especially after 
the mass shooting at a country music 
festival in Las Vegas earlier this year. 
Stapleton said he wants his fans to at¬ 
tach meaning to his songs that he didn’t 
always intend when he wrote them. 

“I want them to have ownership in it, 
because they do,” Stapleton said. “The 
songs don’t really mean as much without 
them, and without people listening to 
them and investing in them.” 


Chris Stapleton 

From A Room, Volume 2 
(Mercury Nashville) 

Chris Stapleton’s break¬ 
through has been one of the 
more heartening developments 
out of Nashville in recent years. 
The success has been well-de¬ 
served — he had long been val¬ 
ued by fellow country artists as 
an all-around talent, but always 
in the service of others. 

“From A Room, Volume 2” 
follows the format of “Volume 
1,” which was released this year 
and was just nominated for a 
Grammy. The burly, bearded 
Stapleton leads a spare guitar- 
bass-drums combo, with his 
wife, Morgane, on background 
vocals. That puts his talents as a 
singer, writer, and guitar player 
in stark relief. 

Here, Stapleton again cuts 


loose with the Waylonesque 
honky-tonk of “Hard Livin’” 
(“This hard livin’ ain’t as easy 
as it used to be”) and the blaz¬ 
ing, blues-inflected rock of 
“Midnight 



at more inti¬ 
mate, acous¬ 
tic-textured 
numbers that 
range from 
the arrestingly dark imagery 
of “Scarecrow in the Garden” 
(“There’s a Bible in my left hand 
and a pistol in my right”) to the 
resolute positivity in the face of 
quotidian struggles found in “A 
Simple Song” (“I love my life ... 
The kids and the dogs and you 
and me”). 

— Nick Cristiano 
The Philadelphia Inquirer 
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WEEKEND: MUSIC REVIEWS 






Neil Young 

+ Promise Of The Real 

The Visitor (Reprise) 


It’s nice to hear Neil Young 
laugh. 

Sure, it sounds a little ma¬ 
niacal as he cackles during the 
wacky eight-minute epic “Car¬ 
nival,” the centerpiece of his 
new album, “The Visitor.” But 
it’s a sign that Young has every 
intention of surviving the current 
state of the world with his sense 
of humor intact. 

Like his past two albums “The 
Monsanto Years” and “Peace 
Trail,” “The Visitor” is political 
and with songs like “When Bad 
Got Good” (“Lock him up! He 
lies. You lie. Lock him up!” is 
the chant) and “Already Great” 
(“You’re already great / You’re 
the promised land, the helping 
hand” is the chorus) it’s pretty 
clear Young is upset by President 
Trump. 

His more universal anthems 
are actually more effective, 
whether it’s the snarling blues 
of the straightforward “Dig- 
gin’ a Hole,” where backing 
band Promise of the Real really 
shines, or the uplifting “Children 
of Destiny,” where he encour¬ 
ages people to “Stand up for what 
you believe, resist the powers 
that be.” 

With “The Visitor,” Young of¬ 
fers both rage and a way through 
it, a musical blueprint for moving 
forward. 

— Glenn Gamboa 
Newsday 


SYRE 


Jaden Smith 

Syre (MSFTS Music/Roc Nation) 

First, forget that “Syre” is 
the debut album from one of 
Will Smith’s kids, Jaden: a 
young actor and singer-rap¬ 
per in his own right who has 
recorded many a guest feature 
and mixtape long before this. 

If you’re not paying attention to 
birthright, “Syre” is a deliciously 
low-key, exquisitely eccentric 
— even cinematic — hip-hop 
nu-soul effort. Syre is good, not 
great, and certainly promising 
for the 19-year-old Smith. Just 
keep it low-down and deep. 

— A.D. Amorosi 
The Philadelphia Inquirer 
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The dog at the center of it all 

‘Celebrating Snoopy’ puts spotlight on Charlie Brown's pet beagle 



By Michael Tisserand 

Special to The Washington Post 

G rowing up in the 

early 1970s, I drew 
Snoopy constantly. I 
started young, depict¬ 
ing Snoopy on his doghouse as 
three small white hills on a red 
triangle. Before long, I graduated 
to Snoopy as a Flying Ace with a 
helmet and scarf. 

Like too many kids, I eventu¬ 
ally gave up the pleasures of 
drawing, but Snoopy served as a 
vital introduction to an unleashed 
imagination. While Charlie 
Brown dodges kite-eating trees 
and gets suckered into football 
pranks, his dog soars, swoops, 
battles, dances, skates and, best of 
all, writes. While Charlie Brown 
leans against a wall and discusses 
theology, Snoopy relishes the joys 
of make-believe. 

This is made abundantly clear 
in the massive new anthology 
“Celebrating Snoopy.” Editors 
Alexis Fajardo and Dorothy 
O’Brien offer a unique retelling 
of Charles M. Schulz’s “Peanuts” 
by omitting strips that don’t 
feature Snoopy in a significant 
role. So instead of starting with 
the famous Oct. 2,1950 image 
of Shermy commenting, “Good 
ol’ Charlie Brown.... How I hate 
him!”, “Celebrating Snoopy” 
launches with the strip published 
two days later: Snoopy proudly 
walks down the sidewalk with 
a tall flower in his collar and is 
accidentally watered by Patty. In 


the final panel, both flower and 
Snoopy’s mood are wilted. The 
next comic presented here — a 
strip originally published Oct. 

20,1950 — shows Snoopy pop¬ 
ping out of a jack-in-the-box. It’s 
his first impersonation, and he 
never looks back. 

This is not the first “Peanuts” 
anthology to spotlight Snoopy. 
His Flying Ace adventures were 
recounted in “Snoopy vs. The 
Red Baron,” and his career as an 
author was honored in the lovely 
“Snoopy’s Guide to the Writ¬ 
ing Life.” But the oversized and 
colorful “Celebrating Snoopy” is 
the most ambitious move to put 
Snoopy at the center of all activ¬ 
ity in the “Peanuts” universe 
— which is surely how Snoopy 
would have preferred it. 


Of course, we know other¬ 
wise. “The Complete Peanuts,” 
which set the gold standard in 
publishing archival collections 
of long-running strips, makes 
clear that “Peanuts” always was 
an ensemble show. This fact is 
underscored by the new “Com¬ 
plete Peanuts Family Album,” 
a one-volume encyclopedia of 
more than 70 “Peanuts” char¬ 
acters, ranging from the iconic 
to the obscure. Along with a 
treasure of “Peanuts” ephemera, 
this wonderful collection of¬ 
fers first-appearance strips and 
smart essays by Andrew Farago 
covering everyone from Cormac 
to Truffles, and other names that 
even longtime “Peanuts” fans 
might not recognize. 

Like any good encyclopedia, 


“The Complete Peanuts Family 
Album” can be browsed at will, 
starting at any page. “Celebrat¬ 
ing Snoopy,” however, should 
be read chronologically to fully 
appreciate the evolutionary leaps 
of the dog at the center of it all. 
Aided by Fajardo’s brief but in¬ 
structive essays, we see Snoopy 
first as an amusing neighborhood 
puppy — sort of a comic-strip 
version of Petey from “The Little 
Rascals” — only to quickly trans¬ 
form into an entirely different 
being. “For Snoopy, change be¬ 
gins in the form of a thought, and 
that thought is how miserable it 
is to be a dog,” Fajardo writes. 

By the mid-1950s, Snoopy had 
begun trying on new personas: 
There sits the dog on the croquet 
pole, thinking himself a vulture. 
In 1958, Snoopy ascends his 
doghouse for the first time. From 
that point on, neither his life nor 
ours will be quite the same. 

“The best thing I ever thought 
of was Snoopy using his own 
imagination,” Schulz once said. 
The transformation was evident 
from the start. In 1957, Hugh 
Morrow wrote in the Saturday 
Evening Post, “Snoopy of late 
has taken to dancing on his hind 
legs, thereby achieving a certain 
superiority over the children be¬ 
cause he is able, while dancing, 
to ignore them.” 

For anyone who has ever 
looked at a dog’s twitching paws 
and wondered just what was 
going on in that mind, Snoopy 



provides all the best answers. 

And as David Michaelis re¬ 
vealed in “Schulz and Peanuts,” 
Snoopy’s fantasy life also offered 
glimpses into Schulz’s own fife 
and passions. Such was the case 
in 1966, when a fire in Schulz’s 
studio inspired a series in which 
Snoopy’s doghouse burns down. 
While Charlie Brown worries 
about the insurance policy and 
Lucy insists the tragedy is pun¬ 
ishment for various sins, Snoopy 
quietly walks over to the charred 
remains, pauses and climbs back 
on top of what’s left of his rooftop. 

More than a half-century later, 
“Peanuts” fans would recall 
this story upon hearing that 
wildfires were threatening the 
Charles M. Schulz Museum and 
Research Center in Santa Rosa, 
Calif. His widow, Jean Schulz, 
lost her home to the blaze, but 
the museum and its treasures 
were spared. With all the spirit 
of Snoopy climbing back on top 
of his doghouse, the museum 
has since reopened. It’s yet an¬ 
other reminder of the enduring 
qualities bestowed by one of our 
greatest cartoonists on a most 
uncommon dog. 


The books our members of Congress are reading 


By Steve Israel 
Special to The Washington Post 

W hen I used to visit troops in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, I liked 
to ask an unexpected question: 
“What are you reading?” The 
responses weren’t much different on the 
battlefield than at my local shopping mall. 
Lots of thrillers (Patterson, DeMille, Clan¬ 
cy), hobby magazines, continuing education 
texts and “nothing really, sir” — except 
nobody called me “sir” at the mall. 

But what about the political battle¬ 
field in Washington, where every day is 
another bombshell? Which books offer our 
lawmakers insight, knowledge and, yes, 
escape? I asked my former Democratic 
and Republican congressional colleagues 
to name the titles they have most enjoyed 
reading this year: 

Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio: “How 
To Fight,” by Thich Nhat Hanh. Always 
instructive on staying grounded person¬ 
ally and professionally. He understands so 
well the suffering of others. 

Rep. Tom Cole, R-Okla.: Two great 
books for “fun”: David Grann’s “Killers of 
the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and 
the Birth of the FBI” and Kyle Harper’s 
“The Fate of Rome: Climate, Disease, and 
the End of an Empire.” 

Rep. Charlie Dent, R-Pa.: I’ve always 
been intrigued by World War II and the 
events leading up to it. Erik Larson’s “In 
the Garden of Beasts” relates the fascinat¬ 


ing perspective of the American ambassa¬ 
dor to Berlin, William Dodd, in the 1930s 
during the run-up to war. His insider 
knowledge about Hitler’s Germany is 
definitely worth reading. 

Rep. Anna G. Eshoo, D-Califi: “Journal 
of a Soul,” by Pope 
John XXIII. I read it 
years ago but needed 
something uplifting, so 
I went back to it. 

Rep. Matthew Cart¬ 
wright, D-Pa.: David 
McCullough’s “The 
Wright Brothers.” 

I like it because it’s 
about tackling ri¬ 
diculously hard,scary 
problems and figuring 
out how to solve them. 

Rep. Denny Heck, D-Wash.: “Fading 
Shadows,” by William Chance. This is 
part memoir and part history of a high 
school dropout who lies about his age and 
serves in the Korean War at age 15. Many 
years later, Chance earned his Ph.D. and 
became a higher-education policy expert 
of national repute. 

Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Califi: “Before 
I Forget,” by B. Smith and Dan Gasby. 
About an African-American woman’s 
struggle with Alzheimer’s. She had res¬ 
taurants in D.C. at Union Station and in 
New York. Alzheimer’s research related to 
African-Americans has been absent. I’m a 
member of the appropriations subcommit¬ 
tee on labor, health and human services. 


I’ve led efforts for increased funding on 
health disparities research regarding 
people of color. This book is very well- 
written, informative and helps me make 
the case. 

Rep. Ted Lieu, D-Calif.: I am reading 
the “Nebula Awards Showcase 2017: The 
Year’s Best Science Fiction and Fantasy” 
because the truth coming out of the White 
House is weirder than science fiction. 

Rep. Sean Maloney, D-N.Y.: “The Plot 
Against America,” by Philip Roth. Rea¬ 
son? Duh. And that’s on the record. 

Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, R-Fla.: “Best. 
State. Ever.: A Florida Man Defends His 
Homeland,” by Dave Barry, and “Oh, 

Florida!: How Amer¬ 
ica’s Weirdest State 
Influences the Rest of 
the Country,” by Craig 
Pittman. 

Rep. Joe Kennedy, 
D-Mass.: The book that 
probably affected me 
most of late is “When 
Breath Becomes Air,” 
by Paul Kalanithi. It’s 
about as gut-wrench¬ 
ing as it gets, but asks 
important questions about priorities, qual¬ 
ity of life and our health-care system. 

Rep. Adam B. Schiff, D-Califi: I like to be 
reading a work of fiction and nonfiction at 
the same time. The former is a great escape 
from the stresses of the day, and the latter 
contributes to what we know about history. 
Pierce Brown’s Red Rising series is like 


“Game of Thrones” set in space. If you want 
all the mayhem of the House of Lannister in 
low gravity, this is the series for you. Imagi¬ 
native and well-written. 

Rep. Beto O’Rourke, D-Texas: “The 
Iliad” right now for no particular reason 
other than it’s a great 
book. 

Sen. Claire Mc- 
Caskill, D-Mo.: “Man¬ 
hattan Beach,” by 
Jennifer Egan. I love 
historical fiction, espe¬ 
cially when it features 
nontraditional strong 
women heroines. This 
one is determined to be 
a diver repairing ships 
in New York’s harbor 
during WWII. Secrets and double-cross¬ 
ing on a personal level kept me turning 
the pages. 

Rep. Eric Swalwell, D-Califi: “How the 
Good Guys Finally Won: Notes From an 
Impeachment Summer,” by Jimmy Breslin. 
I don’t think you need a description as to 
why I’m reading it. 

And, in what is truly the most biparti¬ 
san and collegial response, here’s Rep. 
Billy Long, R-Mo.: Actually just finished 
“Giant of the Senate,” by A1 Franken, and 
now I’m reading Chris Matthews’ new 
“Bobby Kennedy.” Big Steve Israel and 
Joe Kennedy fan, too. 

Israel is a former U.S. representative for New 
York’s 3rd District and the author of the forthcom¬ 
ing novel “Big Guns.” 
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TBS/TNS 

“Search Party” is a dark comedy television series. It stars Alia Shawkat. “The show is making fun of millennials in a very 
specific way,” Shawkat says. “The characters are unlikable, but you end up caring about them because you begin to see why 
they are who they are. There is more to them than what you first see, or don’t see.” 

Star of ‘Search Party’ has an audience for her happily offbeat qualities 


By Lorraine Ali 

Los Angeles Times 

A lia Shawkat swears the baby 

grand piano in her living room 
isn’t for show, just as the paint 
splatters on her orange cor¬ 
duroy jeans aren’t a fashion statement. 
She’s a classically trained pianist who’s 
learning to play jazz and a self-taught 
artist who shows her work at small gal¬ 
leries in Los Angeles and New York. 

“They’re not props, but I understand 
why people might think they are,” she 
says and laughs. “I was a child actor. I’m 
on a [sitcom]. We’re in Hollywood. It all 
must be for effect.” 

Normally, yes. But Shawkat, 28, who 
got her start as Maeby Funke on the be¬ 
loved Fox show “Arrested Development” 
and is now the star of TBS’ sleeper hit 
“Search Party,” didn’t forge her career 
by acting like, well, an actor. 

Shawkat and her “Search Party” 
character, Dory, often appear reticent 
to draw attention to themselves, even if 
both stand out with their dramatic black, 
curly hair, intense gaze and smattering of 
freckles. Neither fit the traditional mold 
for a showstopping star or character. 

But that’s Shawkat’s charm — turn¬ 
ing the awkward and understated into 
memorable characters that rise above 
the fray. 

“There’s always a new wave of starlets 
or a new type of It Girl they want to 
represent, and I wasn’t either of those,” 
Shawkat says of her early introduction to 
acting with a role on “Arrested Devel¬ 
opment” at age 14. “I was cute, but not 
that typical pretty, straight hair, skinny 
thing. I was a little different. Now, that’s 
all the rage. It’s almost commoditized: 
‘You’re different. We love that!”’ 

Thanks to TV’s embrace of weird, 
“Search Party” has found its niche as 
a slow-growing mystery-comedy for 
disaffected millennials and jaded Nancy 


Drew fans. Now in its second season, the 
half-hour series certainly would have 
been an outlier if it hadn’t debuted in 
2015 when a furious expansion of pro¬ 
gramming meant more unconventional 
concepts were greenlighted. 

The show, with a cast of relative 
unknowns and created by filmmakers 
Sarah-Violet Bliss, Charles Rogers and 
Michael Showalter, follows four self-cen¬ 
tered friends through New York City and 
up the East Coast as they try to solve the 
mystery of a missing woman. 

Dory leads the charge, which we 
learn is entirely uncharacteristic for the 
recent college grad whose aimlessness 
is topped only by her ability to remain 
practically invisible in plain sight. No 
wonder she’s bent on finding a woman 
no one else seems to remember even 
existed at their old college. 

She’s flanked by her pragmatically 
boring boyfriend, Drew (John Reyn¬ 
olds), and her narcissistic friends Elliott 
(John Early) and Portia (Meredith 
Hagner). The crew, who are all more 
familiar with martinis than magnifying 
glasses, each add a level of dysfunctional 
hilarity to the mix. 

“The show is making fun of millennials 
in a very specific way,” says Shawkat, sit¬ 
ting in the living room of her Hollywood 
Hills, Calif., home, smoking a cigarette 
and playing with a loose thread on her 
vintage gold blazer. On the far wall hangs 
an oil painting of the “Search Party” 
four, done in the style of an old Nancy 
Drew book cover. “The characters are 
unlikable, but you end up caring about 
them because you begin to see why they 
are who they are. There is more to them 
than what you first see, or don’t see.” 

A role like Dory wasn’t easy to find, 
says Shawkat, who was disillusioned by 
the parts available to her after “Arrested 
Development” was canceled by Fox in 
2006 when she was 18. She struggled to 


make the transition from child actor to 
an adult with nuanced roles. 

“I kept getting sent out for TV shows 
as the snarky, too-smart-for-herself kind 
of girl, but they weren’t well written,” 
Shawkat says. “My agents got feedback 
like, ‘They said you seemed like you 
didn’t want to be there.’ And it was like, 
yeah, because I didn’t. I was so bitter.” 

Shawkat grew up in Palm Springs, 
Calif., with her father, an Iraqi immi¬ 
grant, and mother, the Anglo-American 
daughter of television actor Paul Burke. 
Her parents, she says, did not encourage 
her to act. It was something she gravi¬ 
tated toward at an early age, and her 
mother acquiesced by helping her find 
an agent and driving her the two-plus 
hours to Hollywood for casting calls. 

It wasn’t a coincidence that Shawkat 
landed one of her first roles as an Iraqi 
war victim in the 1999 film “Three 
Kings.” They were looking for actors 
who could pass as Arabs, and her dad 
eventually helped with dialogue and had 
a small part in the film. 

After “Arrested Development” and a 
brief stint at Sarah Lawrence College, 
she struggled to find satisfying roles 
while she watched her former costar 
Michael Cera star in “Superbad.” 

Her determination to turn down roles 
she felt would pigeonhole her eventually 
paid off. Her career kicked into gear 
when she costarred in the immigrant 
tale “Amreeka,” then with Ellen Page in 
“Whip It” and more indie films and criti¬ 
cally acclaimed projects before “Search 
Party” came along. 

She was a bit surprised when the 
show, which she says was shot like an 
independent film, got picked up. 

“I had low expectations, because 
everything I think is good doesn’t get 
the right attention,” Shawkat says. “The 
pilot was so great, I was worried. But it’s 
grown really naturally.” 


NEW ON DVD 


“Detroit”: Director Kathryn Bigelow 
showed a great ability to equally address the 
political and personal sides of the stories in 
“The Hurt Locker” and “Zero Dark Thirty.” 
Too much attention either way would have 
undermined the films. Bigelow shows no 
such balance with “Detroit,” and her film 
based on the true story of the violence of 
white Detroit police officers in the summer 
of 1967 comes across more like a horror 
movie than a sociological thriller. The 
imbalance distracts from the serious story 
of the riots that tore the city apart at that 
time. Instead of offering insights into the 
events, the movie is dominated by the in¬ 
sane bigotry displayed by one out-of-control 
policeman played by Will Poulter. His work 
in “Detroit” is so maniacal he looks like 
his character wandered over from a horror 
movie set just to disrupt what should have 
been a powerful indictment on society. 


Twentieth Century Fox/AP 

Taron Egerton, left, Colin Firth and Pedro 
Pascal star in the recent DVD release 
“Kingsman: The Golden Circle.” 


“Kingsman: The Golden Circle”: The 
first film, “Kingsman: The Secret Service” 
had a fun charm about it, as if a James Bond 
thriller had been mashed up with an Austin 
Powers tale. But the emphasis was always on 
the spy story. This sequel cares less about the 
spy story and more about mixing as many 
unrelated elements as possible. There are 
still some fun moments, but this follow-up ef¬ 
fort no longer has the license to be killer en¬ 
tertainment. Director Matthew Vaughn, who 
was also a co-writer of the script, just doesn’t 
put in the same balance of fun and guns as he 
did the first time. The movie about a secret 
spy ring, hidden away behind a London tai¬ 
lor, stumbles as it reaches across the pond to 
the American version of the agency. 

“Luke Cage: The Complete First Sea¬ 
son”: Netflix has launched several series 
based on characters from the Marvel Com¬ 
ics universe, including this one about an 
experiment gone bad that leaves Luke Cage 
with super strength and unbreakable skin. 
The man-mountain of a hero played by Mike 
Colter was introduced in the Netflix series 
“Jessica Jones.” Cage is the best of the lot 
that also features Daredevil, Iron Fist and 
the Punisher. That’s because Colter not 
only is very believable when he’s doing the 
super hero stuff, but he also brings a deep 
humanity to the role. He doesn’t play Cage 
as a cavalier champion of the people but as a 
man who knows he’s been given a gift to be 
a defender of the opposed. 

Also new on DVD Dec. 12: 

“Mysteries of China”: Visual adventure 
that shows the growth of the nation through 
aerial photography and time lapse tech¬ 
niques. 

“Wolf Warrior II”: Chinese soldier takes 
on special mission in Africa to protect medi¬ 
cal aid workers. 

“Doc Martin: Series 8”: Martin Clunes 
returns in the British comedy. 

“Bad Lucky Goat”: Two teenagers try to 
atone for accidentally killing a goat. 

“Game of Thrones: The Complete Sev¬ 
enth Season”: The latest season of the mas¬ 
sive hit for HBO includes the most-watched 
season opener and finale in the premium 
cable channel’s history. 

— Rick Bentley/Tribune Content Agency 














Page 40 




Stars and Stripes 


Friday, December 15,2017 


WEEKEND: HEALTH AND FITNESS 


✓ I./ . * « / 

Its win-win 

Eating for your health also better for the environment, study shows 





By Deborah Netburn 

Los Angeles Times 

S o, you want to reduce your carbon footprint? You 
might consider improving your diet. 

It turns out that healthy eating isn’t 
just good for your body, it can also 
lessen your impact on the environment. 

Scientists say that food production in¬ 
cluding growing crops, raising livestock, 
fishing and transporting all that food to 
our plates is responsible for 20 percent to 30 
percent of total global greenhouse gas emissions. 

In addition, 33 percent of the ice-free land on our 
planet is being used to grow our food, researchers say. 

But altering our diets could change that. 

A new study published Dec. 4 in PNAS found that if citizens 
in 28 high-income nations such as the United States, Germany and 
Japan actually followed the dietary recommendations of their re¬ 
spective governments, greenhouse gases related to the produc¬ 
tion of the food they eat would fall by 13 percent to 25 percent. 

At the same time, the amount of land it takes to produce that 
food could drop by as much as 17 percent. 

“At least in high-income countries, a healthier diet leads to 
a healthier environment,” said Paul Behrens, an environmental 
scientist at Leiden University in the Netherlands who led the work. “It’s 
win-win.” 

To come to this conclusion, Behrens turned to Exiobase, a massive 
input-output database that represents the entire world economy. It 
allowed him to track not only the environmental cost of growing and 
raising the various types of food we consume, but also the cost of the 
machinery involved in the production of that food, and the cost of get¬ 
ting it into our supermarkets and eventually onto our plates. 

The database also takes into account that some countries are more 
efficient at producing food than others. For example, growing tomatoes 
in England takes more energy than growing them in Spain, where it 
is warmer. Similarly, a steak from a grain-fed cow in England has a 
smaller environmental footprint than one from a grass-fed cow in 
Australia. 

“It’s superb that we have this information,” Behrens said. “You can 
trace the impact of any consumption across the world.” 

For this study, Behrens gathered data on the average diets of 
people living in 39 countries as well as the dietary recommenda¬ 
tions put out by governments in those countries. To make sure the 
results represented the recommended ways of eating and not just 
eating less, he kept the calorie counts of both diets the same, and 
only altered the percentage of the different food groups that people 
actually eat, and how much their governments suggest they eat. 

Next, he fed those data points into Exiobase and compared the 
outcome. 

Specifically, he looked at three ways the environment is affected 
by our diets — greenhouse gas emissions, land use and eutrofica- 
tion, which is the addition of nutrients to water sources that can lead 
to toxic algae blooms and lack of oxygen in the water. Eutrofication is 
usually caused by the discharge of animal waste (dung) and plant fertilizer 
The results were far from uniform, but in broad strokes, he found that 
the wealthiest countries would lower their environmental impact if their 
citizens followed nationally recommended diets, primarily because most 
of these recommendations call for a significant reduction in the amount of 
meat citizens consume. 

“In general, meat is worse than other types of food because every time 
something eats something else, you get a loss of energy,” Behrens said. 
“Eating any animal is going to have more of an impact compared to other 
food groups.” 

Poorer countries such as India and Indonesia would see their environ¬ 
mental impact go up, mostly because the nationally recommended diets 
call for more calories than many citizens consume in those countries. 

Still, the overall effect, if everyone followed nationally recommended 
diets, would be a decrease in greenhouse gases, eutrofication and land use, 
he said. 

A few countries, including Britain, Switzerland and China, have acknowl¬ 
edged that their dietary recommendations will also help create a healthier 
Earth, but that message is rarely conveyed to citizens, Behrens said. 

He thinks it’s a lost opportunity. 

“Dietary recommendations can be a great way to talk about human 
health and the health of the environment,” he said. “The main 
point is you can win both ways.” 


Tom Van DYKE/Chicago Tribune 

Researchers analyzed 15 studies 
— most of which lasted around a 
decade or more — to determine how 
eating cheese affected the risk of 
cardiovascular disease, coronary heart 
disease and stroke. 


Daily cheese 
linked to a 
lower risk of 
heart disease 


By Ariel Scotti 

New York Daily News 


A nibble of cheese a day keeps the 
heart disease away. 

A recent analysis of more 
than 200,000 people showed that 
those who ate a little bit of cheese every 
day were less likely to develop heart 
disease compared to those who rarely or 
never ate it at all. The researchers from 
China and the Netherlands examined 
data compiled from 15 previous stud¬ 
ies where most of the participants were 
tracked for at least 10 years. 

Overall, those who ate more cheese 
had a 14 percent lower risk of developing 
heart disease and were 10 percent less 
likely to have a stroke than their cheese- 
averse peers. But experts warn that the 
findings were not linear — meaning the 
study does not advocate eating enormous 
quantities of cheese. People who seemed 
to have health benefits from cheese ate 
about 40 grams a day or a square the 
size of a matchbook. 

“This is not the same as eating a big 
slice of cheesy pizza every day,” direc¬ 
tor of aortic surgery at Ichan School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai Medical Center, 
Dr. Allan Stewart, who was not involved 
in the study, told Time. “(But the find¬ 
ings were) certainly different from 
what people might expect.” 

The dairy product contains health¬ 
ful ingredients like calcium, protein 
and probiotics, said the authors of a 
new study, published in the European 
Journal of Nutrition. But cheese, like 
other milk-based products, contains 
high levels of saturated fat — which 
can cause high cholesterol and an 
increased risk of heart disease. 

In the study, cheese was only 
found to have an association with 
lowered health risks, not a direct 
cause and effect. The link might 
be because people who eat cheese 
daily are already healthier or 
because they have disposable 
income, the researchers said. But 
the good might outweigh the bad 
with cheese. 

“Cheese can be high in probiot¬ 
ics, which tend to put you in less 
of an inflammatory state,” Stewart 
said. “There is some evidence that 
cheese — as a substitute for milk, 
for example — might actually have a 
protective effect on the heart. No one’s 
saying you should definitely go out and 
eat 40 grams of cheese a day. But on 
the upside, a bit of cheese on a cracker 
doesn’t sound unreasonable.” 


The Orange County (Calif.) Register illustration 
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WEEKEND: FAMILY 



THE GIFT OF 


simplicity 

Experts suggest a less-is-more 
approach to holiday celebrations 


By Lindsey M. Roberts 

Special to The Washington Post 

W hen family life coun¬ 
selor Kim John Payne 
published “Simplicity 
Parenting: Using the 
Extraordinary Power of Less to 
Raise Calmer, Happier and More 
Secure Kids” in 2009, he was warn¬ 
ing us about how our supersized 
lives were affecting our kids. He 
was seeing kids who were unable to 
play by themselves in rooms full of 
toys, throwing frequent tantrums 
caused by overscheduling, and 
being diagnosed with behavioral 
disorders they didn’t have. He knew 
something needed to change. 

“The too much, too soon, too sexy, 
too young — it’s become ubiqui¬ 
tous,” he says. 

It turns out he was onto some¬ 
thing with that “less is more” 
approach, particularly when it 
comes to holiday toys. Each year, 
as minimalism grows in popularity, 
Payne sees more parents embracing 
the call for less stuff and more time 
together. 

For a few ideas on how to give 
children more meaningful gifts this 
year, we talked to Payne, as well as 
a lifestyle blogger inspired by sim¬ 
plicity parenting, a mother of seven 
who recently downsized her life, 
an author of parenting books and a 
psychologist who studies gift giving. 
Here are their suggestions. 

Erin Boyle, creator of the site 
Reading My Tea Leaves and author 
of the book “Simple Matters,” gets 
more questions about her posts on 
her gift strategy for children than 
almost anything else. She likes to 
follow the idea of giving just four 
presents: one gift the child wants, 
one gift to read, one gift to wear and 
one gift he or she needs. (Substitute 
a category for “do” if you want to 
include an experience.) 

Those who have children are 
their guides, says Boyle, who lives 
in New York. “So if we show excite¬ 
ment over chocolate in a stocking, 
they’re not going to look around the 
room for more things.” 

She suggests starting a minimal¬ 
ist gifting strategy at a young age 
and spreading the word to friends 
and family. 

“Messaging from the beginning 
is important, having super-frank 
conversations with family and 
friends, and being willing to be a 
little weird.... If simplicity is your 
goal, it’s possible.” 

If loved ones don’t adhere to your 
plan, you should still be gracious 
about all gifts received, she notes. 

“Say ‘thank you’ and then decide 
over time if it’s something you want 
to keep in your house,” she says. 

While on a mission trip to Africa 
last Christmas, Jennifer Pepito 
and her family of nine decided they 
wanted to devote more resources 
to traveling. The founder of the 
Peaceful Press, a company that cre¬ 
ates a curriculum for home-school 
families, Pepito didn’t want to buy 
her kids even more toys that she’d 
step on or need to pick up. 

After deciding to focus on experi¬ 
ences rather than things, she and 
her husband sold their house in Cal¬ 
ifornia and bought a smaller fixer- 
upper. They saved enough money 
on housing and property taxes to 
take a two-week trip to Italy for the 
holidays this year. On Christmas, 
she’ll have small gifts for the kids. 
But the real gift is seeing the world 
together. Her Christmas budget 
includes enough room for “gelato, 
bread, pizza, more bread, wine and 


museum entrance fees,” she says. 

However, experience gifts don’t 
have to be big, costly trips. Karen 
Pine, a professor at the University 
of Hertfordshire in Britain who 
studies the psychology of gift giving, 
says that “more than anything, kids 
love attention from their parents 
and time together.” 

Pool the money spent on gifts and 
put it toward an experience that 
everyone can enjoy. Try a day hike 
with dad or a weekend with mom 
doing an activity the child chooses. 

Try creating a family ritual 
around giving. Jenn Mann, author 
of “The A to Z Guide to Raising 
Happy, Confident Kids,” and her 
family celebrate Hanukkah. Their 
first-night tradition is that each 
child gets three pieces of paper with 
a description of a charity she thinks 
they might like. They get to choose 
which one they want to give to. 

“It’s good to get kids thinking out¬ 
side of their own wants and needs, 
especially during the holidays,” she 
says. “These kinds of rituals bring 
families closer together and send 
really positive messages to kids.” 

For Christmas, this could be done 
with a wrapped box for older kids 
with a few charities inside for them 
to choose from. If you want to give 


a charitable gift to others, make 
sure it’s a cause the recipient cares 
about. To learn more about a char¬ 
ity you are considering supporting, 
check out Charity Navigator (chari- 
tynavigator.org). 

“Give them something that they 
can pour their creativity into,” 
Payne says. “A toy that is fairly 
simple, that doesn’t do very much, 
that is in itself fairly plain.” 

He likes to give kids a box of five 
big pieces of dyed muslin cloth, 
perhaps including one that is shiny 
and another that is dark. Kids turn 
these into houses, princess gowns, 
“all manner of things ... that provide 
hours of play,” he says. “The plainer 
the toy, the simpler the toy, the 
more creative the play and then the 
more collaborative the play.” It’s an 
idea that Payne’s simplicity parent¬ 
ing coaches have seen work well 
around the world. For older kids, 
Payne suggests a guitar, basketball 
backboard, or even the building 
materials and tools to make a bike 
or skateboard ramp. 

It’s normal for kids in other coun¬ 
tries to have tool kits to play and 
work with, or their own workshop 
areas. Gifts such as these have more 
longevity than the latest “it” toy or 
gadget. 


THE MEAT AND 
POTATOES OF LIFE 

Lisa Smith Molinari 



Hope, cheer and 
ruthless behavior 

D uring this season of giving, people everywhere 
are transformed. Generosity and compassion 
well up in us all. However, in the midst of all 
this merriment, otherwise charitable people 
can become so caught up in materialistic desires that 
they have thoughts of theft, revenge and even murder. 

What, pray tell, could arouse criminal tendencies dur¬ 
ing the holidays? Simple: group gift exchanges. 

Known as Yankee Swaps, White Elephant Exchanges 
or Dirty Santas, this apparently innocent holiday game 
rouses merciless thievery and selfish materialism in even 
the most virtuous of participants. 

Case in point: My last military wives’ bunco group held 
an ornament exchange every December. The members 
carefully selected items that were unique, handmade or 
artistic to contribute to the pool of gifts. 

One year, the class clown in me couldn’t resist when I 
saw glass-blown German ornaments delicately shaped 
into acorns and walnuts. I bought one of each, envision¬ 
ing the hysterical laughter that would erupt when, as the 
recipient opened my package, I would blurt out a joke of 
questionable taste involving the word “nuts.” 

We arrived at the hostess’ home at the designated hour 
and placed our tiny packages under her sparkling tree. 
Wine glasses filled, chitchat ensued and we were all en¬ 
joying the festive atmosphere. 

A while later, we were filling up on hot dip and red and 
green M&Ms when the hostess called us into the living 
room to start the ornament exchange. Light laughter 
trailed along as we plopped onto couches and chairs. 

We had no idea of the carnage about to befall our un¬ 
suspecting group. 

After drawing numbers, the game began. The first two 
women picked from the wrapped gifts under the tree. 

One by one, they gently unraveled tissue paper from their 
chosen ornaments. Eyes darted around the room and 
brains calculated. Just seconds before, we were more in¬ 
terested in cranberry cream cheese spread, but now that 
merchandise was involved, we began to strategize. 

Not wanting to cause any drama, I also selected a 
wrapped ornament from under the tree when it was my 
turn. This might have continued, turn after turn, until all 
the packages were opened and accounted for, but some¬ 
one suddenly cried “Steal!” and mouths began to water. 

“Yeah, it’s no fun if we just pick the wrapped gifts, 
you’ve got to steal!” another added. 

A chant ensued, “Steal! Steal! Steal!” as the next 
woman rose from her seat. A tiny grin could be seen on 
her face as she lunged toward her friend’s lap, contain¬ 
ing an already opened wooden ornament. We erupted in 
hoots and applause. Seething with vengeance, the victim 
of the theft plotted her retribution. 

The scene quickly turned from one of merriment to 
mayhem as my fellow military spouses became an unruly 
mob. The women ruthlessly snatched ornaments one by 
one, while our host tried to maintain order. “Now, remem¬ 
ber ladies, the gift is DEAD after it’s stolen three times.” 
The mere mention of death only ignited more savagery. 
When one woman stole the wooden ornament for the 
third time, the group shouted, “It’s DEAD, it’s DEAD!” 
and I thought I heard gnashing of teeth as if she were 
carrying a bloody carcass back to the den. 

With all the stolen ornaments dead, the last participant 
had no choice — she had to pick the lone gift left under 
the tree. It was the box of ornaments I had brought, and 
as she revealed them, I weakly offered my pre-planned 
inappropriate nut joke. The woman, still wounded from 
battle, could only force a bogus chuckle. 

As we all said goodnight, I realized that we had just 
waged an epic war over meaningless trinkets that could 
be bought for less than $10 at any local store. The shame¬ 
less displays of latent aggression and irreparably hurt 
feelings could have all been easily avoided. 

But perhaps humans who wouldn’t dream of commit¬ 
ting theft and murder simply can’t resist the thrilling 
temptation of crime in the midst of delicious home-baked 
cookies and sparkling twinkle lights. 

Read more of Lisa Smith Molinari’s columns at: 

themeatandpotatoesoflife.com 

Email: meatandpotatoesoflife@googlemail.com 
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FULL-BODY CAST 

BY ERIK AGARD AND LAURA BRAUNSTEIN / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ 



ACROSS 

1 Take_on 

the wild side 
6 Cartoonist Silverstein 
10 Before you can 
say Jack Robinson 

18 Academy Award¬ 

winning Marisa 

19 Hip-hop’s_Kweli 

21 Crisis connections 

22 Boo-boos 

23 Brings up 

25 “Batman” 

actress, 1967-68 

26 A-list topper 

28 Nine-time Pro Bowler 
John 

30 Curriculum_ 

31 “Traffic” actor, 2000 

32 Winter 

Olympics event 

34 _-de-France 

35 Sat_(GPS, 

to a Brit) 

36 “Super Mario Bros." 

actor, 1993 
40 Comic-book 
onomatopoeia 
43 Irish form of Mary 

46 Figure on a 

foam finger 

47 _contendere 

48 School that lent 

its name to a collar 
50 Like many 
laundromats 
52 Seat of Penobscot 
County 
54 “Bride of 
Frankenstein” 
actress, 1935 


56 Traditional Filipino 
dish marinated 
in vinegar and 
soy sauce 

59 Turn up 

60 Bring into harmony 

63 Yves’s evening 

64 Like many write-in 

candidates: Abbr. 

65 “Training Day” actor, 

2001 

71 Old C.I.A. foe 

72 Where people 

get off 

74 Growing art form? 

75 “A_From 

St. Nicholas” 

77 Roadside 

establishment much 

the Southwest 
80 “Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon” 
actress, 2000 

85 Connive 

86 Shaman, e.g. 

87 When tripled, 

a “Seinfeld” 
catchphrase 

88 Eastern European 

capital 

89 Simple top 

91 Cell exchanges 

93 Deteriorate 

94 “Crash” actor, 2004 
97 Scottish form 

of John 
99 Operate 

101 Deliverance person 

102 “Frost/Nixon” actor, 
2008 

106 Kidney-related 

109 Dame modifier 

110 Bear claws 
and such 


112 What eight 
actors took on 
for this puzzle? 

115 Written deeply 
117“Mea_” 

118 Daughter 
of Oedipus 

119 Kama_ 

120 Hermione’s 
Patronus, in the 
Harry Potter books 

121 Lure in Vegas 

122 Leader wearing the 
Great 

Imperial Crown 

123 10 cc’s and others 

DOWN 

1 Thing whose 

size is measured 
in picometers 

2 Floored 

3 Pal 

4 Country singer 

Womack 

5 What might show 

participants going 
neck and neck? 

6 Cop 

7 Le_(French port) 

8 “Mr. Blue Sky” band, 

for short 

9 This way 

10 “Gotcha” 

11 Word implied 

on Opposite Day 

12 Ultimate degree 

13 Name of five 

Norwegian kings 

14 Word with 

torch or bar 

15 Ab_(from 

the beginning) 

16 Genre for 

Black Sabbath 

17 Lauder of cosmetics 


20 Hotel attendant 
24 Proust protagonist 
27 L.G.B.T. magazine 
since 1967 
29 State as fact 
33 Mosque tower 

36 Primatologist Goodall 

37 Crash, with “out” 

38 Pond growth 

39 Emotional states 

40 N, seen from 

the side 

41 Where 1-20,1-65 and 

1-85 all meet 

42 Some advanced 

researchers, 
for short 

44 Particle named 

by Faraday 

45 Most caloric 
49 Catch 

51 Face-to-face 

challenges 

52 Pot holder 

53 1947, for Jackie 

Robinson 

55 Stripling 

56 Depress 

57 Ruckus 

58 Sphere 

61 J.F.K.’s former_ 

Terminal 

62 “Je_” (French 

words of affection) 
64 Suffix with 
novel or Nobel 

66 Standout hoopsters 

67 City planners’ 

designation 

68 Undoing 

69 Leaves a lot 

on the table? 

70 Nothing 

73 Chocolate-coated 
snack stick 


76 Like some winks 

78 Branch of Islam 

79 Any of the 

Ninja Turtles 

81 “Must’ve been 

something_” 

82 The Browns, 

on a scoreboard 

83 Bad spell 

84 See 102-Down 

86 Vertical landing spots 


89 Program saver 

90 Like SEALs 
92 Cured and 

dried fish 

94 Have as a tenant 

95 “Dear Evan .w 

Best Musical of 2017 

96 Like florists’ flowers 

that are already in 

98 Best-selling Japanese 
manga series 


99 _Outfitters 

(retailer) 

100 Where Javert 
drowned in “Les 
Miserables” 

102 With 84-Down, 
bit of black attire 

103 Real-time tool 
for meteorologists 

104 Isn’t level 

105 Where one might 
raise a flap about 
a reservation? 


107 So quiet you can 

hear_drop 

108 Isn’t up to date 
lllEarly 2000s 

outbreak, for short 

113 Old resident 
at Versailles 

114 “Star Trek” spinoff, 
to fans 

116Elevs. 


GUNST0N STREET 


RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE 


I NEED A PENCIL, 

DO YOU HAVE ONE? 

GETTING my new year‘5 
RESOLUTION LIST READY 
AGAIN. IT* 5 ALL IN INK. 

EXCEPT FOR THE DATE, 

I CHANGE THAT EVERY 
YEAR... 



iiii5 


“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and visit gunstonstreet.com. 



WIN YOUR SIGNED COPY! 


Stripes Book Club and Putnam, imprint of Penguin Random House, 
are proud to offer you a chance to win one of 10 signed copies of 
Tom Clancy Power and Empire by Marc Cameron. 

Go to stripesrewards.com/bookclub to enter and win. 



Jack Ryan is dealing with an aggressive challenge 
from the Chinese government. Pawns are being 
moved around a global chessboard: an attack on 
an oil platform in Africa, a terrorist strike on an 
American destroyer and a storm tossed American 
spy ship that may fall into Chinese hands. 
But there are hints that there’s even more 
going on behind the scenes. 



iQM 


LANCY 
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'All of those moments, 

it’s otherworldly’ 


Kelly Marie Tran’s unexpected road to The Last Jedi’ 


By Peter Sblendorio 

New York Daily News 

B efore she joined the Star Wars 
universe, Kelly Marie Tran 
nearly lost all hope she’d ever 
make it as an actress. 

Tran — who plays newcomer Rose 
Tico in the upcoming “Star Wars: The 
Last Jedi” — had been mired in a full¬ 
time office job a few years ago and was 
regularly attending casting auditions 
that never led to her big break. 

But any time she thought of quit¬ 
ting, she used her parents’ struggles as 
an inspiration. “My parents are both 
refugees from Vietnam, and they spent 
their whole lives working towards a re¬ 
ality where my sisters and I would have 
choice,” Tran, 28, told the Daily News. 
“That was purely it. My parents never 
had the luxury of having a dream. 

“I remember thinking I was liv¬ 
ing for multiple generations, and if I 
wasn’t pursuing something that made 
me happy, if I wasn’t really living to 
my fullest, then I wouldn’t really be 
doing them justice.” 

Her persistence paid off in an as¬ 
tronomical way in 2015, when “Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi” director Rian 
Johnson cast her as Rose following a 
five-month audition process. 

Tran’s working-class journey some- 


Kelly Marie Tran — above at the London 
premiere of “Star Wars: The Last Jedi” on 
Tuesday — stars as Rose and John Boyega 
is Finn in the film, now in theaters. 

Disney/TNS 


what mirrors that of her character, 
as Rose works a non-glorious job as 
a maintenance worker for the Resis¬ 
tance before embarking on an adven¬ 
ture with John Boyega’s Finn. “She’s 
someone who’s used to being in the 
background of the Resistance, and in 
this movie ... she kind of gets pulled to 
the forefront of it,” Tran said. 

Rose is the first major female Asian 
character in a “Star Wars” movie — a 
reality Tran views as an honor and a 
responsibility since the character pro¬ 
vides representation for a new demo¬ 
graphic of fans. The entire experience 
has been a dream come true for Tran, 
even though she’d never watched a 
Star Wars movie in its entirety when 
she auditioned. 


“I do think from the bottom of my 
heart that it was the best thing that has 
ever happened to me,” Tran said of not 
seeing the movies beforehand. “Be¬ 
cause I hadn’t seen these films, I was 
able to create an honest character and 
someone I don’t feel was influenced 
by the enormity of what this franchise 
already is.” 

Tran has since watched the movies, 
and come to appreciate being part of 
the galaxy. “Walking on that set, even 
that first day, and being in my costume 
and having my hair and makeup done, 
and then turning and seeing Finn, and 
then seeing Poe, and then seeing C- 
3PO and getting a hug from C-3PO,” 
Tran said. “All of those moments, it’s 
otherworldly.” 


Tidal reportedly losing 
millions; could run out 
of cash within months 

Jay-Z’s Tidal might be on the verge of 
sinking. 

The music streaming service is report¬ 
edly losing money to the tune of tens of 
millions of dollars per year, and might 
not have enough dough to stick around 
for another six months, Norwegian news¬ 
paper Dagens Naeringsliv reports. 

The outlet claims that since the rapper 
purchased Tidal in 2015, it’s lost around 
$60 million — $44 million of which came 
in 2016 alone. 

Still, Tidal reportedly claims it’s on 
track to turn a profit in mid-2018. 

A spokesperson for the company dis¬ 
missed the report to the Daily News, and 
said Tidal has been battling bad press 
since the very beginning. “We have ex¬ 
perienced negative stories about Tidal 
since its inception and we have done 
nothing but grow the business each 
year,” the spokesperson told The News in 
a statement. 

The report comes nearly one year 
after Sprint purchased a 33 percent 
stake in the company for $200 million. At 
the time, Jay-Z’s business partner Juan 
Perez reportedly claimed Sprint’s invest¬ 
ment would give the company “working 
capital” for the next year to year and a 
half, according to DN. 

From highly publicized beef with 
Kanye West to legal drama, the stream¬ 
ing service has been plagued with con¬ 
troversy since Jay-Z bought it in 2015 for 
$56 million. 

Other news 

■ Pat DiNizio, who as lead singer and 
songwriter for the New Jersey band the 
Smithereens blended pop, rock and New 
Wave music for such hits as “Blood and 
Roses” and “A Girl Like You,” has died at 
age 62. The band announced on Facebook 
that DiNizio died Tuesday. The cause of 
death was not announced. DiNizio post¬ 
ed several days ago that he was hopeful 
of getting back on tour as he continued 
physical therapy for neck and back inju¬ 
ries at the Victorian farmhouse he was re¬ 
storing in Scotch Plains. The Smithereens 
peaked in the late 1980s-early 1990s, but 
continued to tour and record. 

■ Live from New York, Colin Jost and 
Michael Che just got a promotion. “Sat¬ 
urday Night Live’”s Weekend Update 
anchors Jost and Che were named co¬ 
head writers of the sketch show, NBC an¬ 
nounced Tuesday, making Che the first 
person of color to ever hold the title. 

■ ABC has pulled the remainder of 
the third season of “The Great Ameri¬ 
can Baking Show” in the wake of sexual 
harassment allegations against judge 
Johnny Iuzzini. “In light of allegations 
that recently came to our attention, ABC 
has ended its relationship with Johnny 
Iuzzini and will not be airing the re¬ 
mainder of ‘The Great American Baking 
Show’ episodes,” an ABC spokesman told 
the Daily News. The spokesman added 
that accusations against Iuzzini violated 
the company’s standards of conduct, and 
that it would announce the winner of the 
season at some point in the future. 

■ Essence said Thursday that Missy 
Elliott, a hitmaking rapper, singer, pro¬ 
ducer and songwriter, will be honored at 
the magazine’s annual “Black Women in 
Music” event Jan. 25 in New York City. 

■ Red Nose Day is returning to NBC 
in 2018. The network announced Wednes¬ 
day that it will support the fundraising 
campaign to end child poverty with a 
prime-time TV special May 24. 
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Star Wars, 

By Markos Kounalakis 

Special to McClatchy 

S tar Wars’ newest episode “The Last 
Jedi” is hitting screens nationwide 
this week, but less entertaining is 
this season’s latest space weaponry 
and commercial drone deployments that 
increasingly threaten America’s national 
security. 

Kim Jong Un may be planning to use 
his nuclear and missile technology not to 
land an explosion on U.S. soil, but to blast 
it in space. Such an explosion would trig¬ 
ger a high-altitude electromagnetic pulse 
that could cripple satellites and blind any 
nation that relies on orbiting communica¬ 
tions for everything from airline naviga¬ 
tion to financial transactions. 

A HEMP strike would bring about a 
“doomsday scenario” and an act of war that 
kills no one directly but plunges everyone 
into the first stages of a technological dark 
age. An October 2017 congressional hear¬ 
ing on this threat brought testimony that a 
North Korean HEMP attack could “shut 
down the U.S. electric power grid for an in¬ 
definite period, leading to the death within 
a year of 90 percent of all Americans.” 

Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
has been ringing this alarm bell for years, 
but despite HEMP hawks’ fears and warn¬ 
ings, the current Republican-led Congress 
decided to shutter the 16-year old Com¬ 
mission to Assess the Threat to the United 
States from Electromagnetic Pulse. 

If the HEMP threat sounds like a worst- 
case and extreme act, the Pentagon thinks 
and prepares for such acts. It’s why the 
military has a cyber command and does 
scenario planning that lays out battle plans 
and retaliatory strikes for a state-launched 
HEMP attack. The just-signed record $700 
billion military budget is also meant to 
build defenses against any North Korean 
plans to launch and land a nuke both above 
or on America. 


A pattern is emerging in President 
Donald Trump’s foreign policy: 
Time after time, he’s doing what 
he promised to do. 

Last week, Trump announced that the 
United States is formally recognizing Je¬ 
rusalem as Israel’s capital and moving its 
embassy there, even though some of his 
aides warned that the move could derail 
peace negotiations. 

“I fulfilled my campaign promise,” the 
president boasted on Twitter. “Others 
didn’t.” 

Before that, Trump refused to certify 
that Iran is complying with its nuclear deal 
and renewed his threat to scrap the agree¬ 
ment, despite protests from Britain, France 
and Germany. Before that, he pulled the 
U.S. out of the Paris climate agreement, 
despite Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s 
recommendation to stay in. 

And last weekend, at a campaign-style 
rally in Florida, Trump renewed his com¬ 
plaint that NATO members aren’t paying 
their fair share for defense. He questioned 
whether the United States should defend 
them in a war with Russia. 

“It helps them a hell of a lot more than 
it helps us, OK?” he said. “So we’ll have a 
nation that doesn’t pay. Then their nation 
gets frisky with whoever — Russia. So ... 
we end up in World War III for somebody 
that doesn’t even pay?” 

In Washington, Trump’s aides have tried 
to polish his rough edges. They have im¬ 
plored him to stick to official texts when 


Militaries need to plan for the unthink¬ 
able, but some experts believe a commonly 
feared HEMP attack would likely be a dud, 
more science fiction than serious threat. 
Jeffrey Lewis, a nuclear weapons expert at 
the Middlebury Institute of International 
Studies, told NPR that while an ICBM nu¬ 
clear attack on the American homeland is a 
real threat, a HEMP attack would unlikely 
do more than flicker a few street lights. 

New battle strategies, missiles, and drone 
technologies are in place to fry everything 
from America’s electrical grid to spy on 
critical infrastructure. North Korea’s nu¬ 
clear-tipped ICBMs can now be pointed at 
American allies and territory, while Chi¬ 
na’s best-selling consumer drones are fly¬ 
ing off the shelf and swooping around the 
country, suspected to be stealthily sending 
their flight patterns and photos of critical 
infrastructure to a foreign adversary. 

As the holidays approach, some of these 
drones will be bought, assembled and de¬ 
ployed by U.S. hobbyists innocently flying 
their new toys, potentially capturing sensi¬ 
tive data for foreign nations. Darth Vader’s 
light saber is child’s play compared to to¬ 
day’s spy and fry tech. 

Elsewhere in the world, low-tech snap¬ 
shots are still illegal. Foreign travel lands 
Americans at airports, train stations, near 
military bases and power plants where 
photography remains strictly forbidden. 
Arrests are still made in some countries 
where taking photos near sensitive areas 
can land sightseers in jail. In an irony-free 
UAE, an American was arrested for taking 
a picture of a “No Photography” sign. 

Cyberspace, however, has no borders or 
police, so foreign-manufactured drones fly¬ 
ing freely in American airspace constantly 
gather and upload images stamped with 
both time and space data. Foreign-coded 
computer software and foreign-made hard¬ 
ware supplement the information gather¬ 
ing by collecting America’s personal and 


he talks about foreign policy. They have 
assured allies that his positions aren’t as 
disruptive as they sound. Their message 
often boils down to: Watch what we do, not 
what he says. 

From time to time, they’ve even suc¬ 
ceeded in restraining the president from 
acting on his initial impulses. 

Trump wanted to scrap the Iran deal 
immediately; instead, he’s agreed to give 
Congress a chance to impose new sanc¬ 
tions first. (Congress has not complied.) 
They persuaded him, after several tries, to 
reaffirm the U.S. defense commitment to 
NATO — even though he keeps backslid¬ 
ing. They persuaded him to give sanctions 
a chance to nudge North Korea toward 
halting its nuclear weapons program, even 
though he says diplomacy is a waste of 
time. They convinced him to sign a bill im¬ 
posing sanctions on Russia for interfering 
in the 2016 election — even though he still 
refuses to admit it happened. 

But once the president is freed from the 
constraints of the White House, the old 
Trump returns: combative, blustery and 
resentful of the idea that the U.S. has a spe¬ 
cial obligation to lead the world. 

“My job is not to be president of the 
world,” he said in Florida. “My job is 
to be president of the United States of 
America.” 

It’s that impulse that worries the foreign 
policy establishment most. They believe 
Trump is eroding the alliances the U.S. 
built after World War II, with a corre¬ 
sponding erosion of American influence. 

“I’m scared,” Madeleine Albright, who 
served as secretary of state under Presi- 


private digitized insights. 

Together, they are processed into big 
data crunching, artificial intelligence 
machines spitting out real-time physical 
and psychological mapping of the world, 
from street-level views of cities to what’s 
coursing underground through the veins 
of America’s fiber optic cables. Topogra¬ 
phy, geography, habitual behavior, predict¬ 
able movement, traffic patterns, financial 
transactions, commuter density. It’s all 
there. A skilled marketer and internet be¬ 
hemoth can use the information to manage 
and manipulate consumer behavior. A de¬ 
termined adversary can easily target and 
weaponize that same data. 

Preventing the collection and exploita¬ 
tion of that valuable info should be a na¬ 
tional priority, even if foreign hacks and 
popular indifference have allowed foreign 
countries to tap into Americans’ private 
data and state secrets. U.S. agencies have 
taken some action, banning the use of Rus¬ 
sia’s Kaspersky Lab anti-virus software 
and grounding Chinese-made DJI drones 
for some official use, even though Kasper¬ 
sky and DJI deny they engage in spying. 

At a time when President Donald Trump 
tweets that America’s own law enforcement 
and intelligence agencies are “in Tatters - 
worst in History!”, America’s adversaries 
are stocking their information gathering 
equipment on American Christmas store 
shelves and seeking intelligence advan¬ 
tages in a data giveaway underwritten and 
executed by holiday shoppers, municipali¬ 
ties and the federal government. 

“The Last Jedi” is an expansively dra¬ 
matic battle between good and evil. In the 
real world, however, the stage and the¬ 
ater of war being prepared is not the local 
cinema or a galaxy far, far away. It is the 
land, sea, sky and cyberspace that envelop 
America. May the force be with her. 

Markos Kounalakis is a senior fellow at Central 
European University and visiting fellow at the 
Hoover Institution. 


dent Bill Clinton, said at an Aspen Strat¬ 
egy Group conference this week. “I often 
called the United States the indispensable 
nation. We are becoming the dispensable 
nation. Others are deciding they can do 
without us.” 

“There is a risk,” said Stephen Hadley, 
a Republican who served as national secu¬ 
rity adviser under George W. Bush. “The 
risk is that China, Russia and others will 
form an alternative international order 
based on international principles.” 

That’s not the only reason the president’s 
stubborn fidelity to his campaign promises 
is chilling. If Trump sticks to the unalloyed 
positions he brought to the White House, 
we’re in for a series of crises: a military 
showdown with North Korea, if Kim Jong 
Un continues his nuclear missile program; 
a break with allies over Iran, if Trump acts 
on his promise to scrap the nuclear deal; a 
series of trade wars, beginning with Can¬ 
ada and Mexico if they continue to resist 
new concessions in NAFTA. 

Trump can claim some successes in his 
first year. The war against Islamic State is 
coming to a close (although there’s plenty 
of postwar work to do). He’s pushed NATO 
countries to increase their defense spend¬ 
ing (just not enough to make him happy). 
He’s on a first-name basis with Vladimir 
Putin, Xi Jinping and Angela Merkel. 

But at the age of 71, he hasn’t changed 
much — and, judging from his speech in 
Florida, he hasn’t learned much, either. 

When he ran for president, he promised, 
in effect, to destabilize the international 
order. And he’s delivering. 

Doyle McManus is a Los Angeles Times columnist. 


Trump delivering on foreign policy promises 

By Doyle McManus 
Los Angeles Times 
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OPINION 

What newspapers 
are saying at home 

The following editorial excerpts are se¬ 
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori¬ 
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates. 

Alabamians embrace new era 

AL.com 

Half a century after Alabamians of im¬ 
mense courage changed the course of 
history in the streets of Birmingham and 
Selma and Montgomery, the voice of jus¬ 
tice once again rings out from the deep 
south — from the ballots of black Alabam¬ 
ians, of women, and of young people of all 
genders committed to moving our world 
forward. 

Today, there is a movement that’s alive 
— a burning movement fueled by those 
who seek an America that says no more 
to sexual abuse of girls and women, of de¬ 
nial of the fundamental human rights of 
gay Americans, Muslims and immigrants, 
and of the continued systemic racism that 
plagues our nation. 

While so many watchers from outside 
our borders scorned and jeered us through 
these last few months, Alabamians showed 
Tuesday what we are made of, and what we 
are still craving. 

Indeed, there is a hunger for compassion 
and decency, and respect, and intelligence 
in American politics and in American cul¬ 
ture that can no longer be suppressed. 

Doug Jones’ election is a moment of 
change, not only in Alabama, but for an 
America yearning for signs that these val¬ 
ues matter in 2017. 

Jones’ voter base represents the future 
of Alabama: an emerging coalition of black 
voters, LGBT activists, women and young 
voters. He won by offering these groups a 
vision that can help our state assert itself in 
the 21st century. We believe that he will be 
a strong ally for Sen. Richard Shelby and 
state officials in attracting economic op¬ 
portunities to Alabama. And we will hold 
him to his word that he will be a voice of 
compromise in an increasingly partisan 
Senate. 

We hope that other Alabama’s politi¬ 
cians will heed Jones’ example. The last 
two years have seen far too many politi¬ 
cal scandals in our state. And as we saw 
from Roy Moore’s few campaign appear¬ 
ances, the Alabama Republican Party may 
be taking its voters for granted. We would 
all benefit from a better exchange of ideas, 
from politicians who court the broad cen¬ 
ter of the electorate rather than build a 
base that divides Alabama’s people. Jones 
offered a new path for Alabama’s leaders, 
Republican and Democrat. They should all 
walk it. 

Emulate proactive Fort Bragg 

The Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer 

There is no question that at the highest 
levels of command, the American mili¬ 
tary is determined to stop the troubling 
level of sexual assault within the ranks. 
Nor is there any question that it’s going to 
be a long, slow process. Simply telling the 
troops that sexual harassment and assault 
aren’t acceptable isn’t enough. 

That’s exactly the commitment Lt. Gen. 
Stephen J. Townsend, commander of Fort 
Bragg, N.C., and the 18th Airborne Corps, 
has made. “Let me say that sexual harass¬ 
ment and sexual assault are abhorrent to 
me and completely unacceptable to our 
Army,” Townsend says. “This behavior 
equates to soldier-on-soldier fratricide that 
negatively impacts our readiness, and we 
won’t rest until we completely change our 
Army’s culture.” 

Townsend and other top Army lead¬ 
ers have done a lot more than declare as¬ 
sault unacceptable. They have launched 
dozens of prevention programs, including 
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Maricruz Abarca, of Baltimore, a Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals recipient from 
Mexico, cries during a prayer with other DACA supporters at the Capitol on Tuesday. 


a Fort Bragg sexual assault review board 
that meets monthly, extensive training at 
every level, adding more trained coun¬ 
selors, making it easier to report sexual 
assaults and ensuring that victims are 
treated better and more respectfully. Fort 
Bragg troops have also participated in sev¬ 
eral pilot programs, including a $3 million 
study that will result in a program aimed 
at the intersection of sexual assault and 
high-risk alcohol abuse. 

And yet, the problem is hard to overcome. 
There were 156 sexual assaults reported at 
Fort Bragg last year, although post leaders 
say some of them were a result of assaults 
that occurred earlier. The numbers also in¬ 
clude verified and unsubstantiated reports 
and some are also civilian reports against 
military members. 

But despite the fuzziness of those num¬ 
bers, we’re more concerned about two 
other troubling aspects of sexual assault 
within the military. First, most sexual as¬ 
saults still aren’t being reported. Based on 
confidential surveys, the Pentagon esti¬ 
mates that only 32 percent of servicemem- 
bers who experienced a sexual assault 
reported it. That’s a sharp improvement 
in the reporting rate from just four years 
ago, when it was only 15 percent. Continu¬ 
ing efforts against sexual harassment and 
violence are beginning to show some small 
successes, even though there’s a long, long 
way to go. 

And there’s another thing that’s even 
more worrisome: Of those who did report a 
sexual assault, 71 percent of women and 64 
percent of men said they experienced re¬ 
taliation. Those numbers mean it’s almost 
a sure thing that if you’re in the military 
and you report you were assaulted, you’ll 
pay for it, whether or not you have the sat¬ 
isfaction of seeing your attacker face con¬ 
sequences for the crime. No wonder the 
military is having such a struggle to get 
assault victims to report the crime. 

Lory Manning, a retired Navy captain 
and director of government relations at 
the Service Women’s Action Network, says 
those data are “an indication of the contin¬ 
ued failure of the military services in their 
critical task of preventing sexual assault to 
begin with.” That’s also why Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand, of New York — ranking mem¬ 
ber of the Senate Armed Services Person¬ 
nel Subcommittee — has reintroduced her 
bill to reform the way the military handles 
sexual assault cases. Her measure would 
take away unit commanders’ authority 
over sexual assault cases and allow mili¬ 
tary prosecutors to decide which cases go 
to trial. 

It’s likely that more aggressive prosecu¬ 
tion and freeing prosecutors to determine 
which cases go to trial would be effective 
steps in reducing the overall sexual assault 
rates in the military services, but that won’t 


solve the even more difficult challenge of 
transforming an ages-old warrior culture 
in ways that prevent sexual assaults and 
harassment. Persistence and real zero-tol¬ 
erance are the keys. 

Tweet on Gillibrand ‘sickening’ 

USA Today 

With his tweet this week, clearly imply¬ 
ing that a United States senator would trade 
sexual favors for campaign cash, President 
Donald Trump has shown he is not fit for 
office. Rock bottom is no impediment for 
a president who can always find room for 
a new low. 

White House spokeswoman Sarah Huck- 
abee Sanders on Tuesday dismissed the 
president’s smear as a misunderstanding 
because he used similar language about 
men. Of course, words used about men 
and women are different. When candidate 
Trump said a journalist was bleeding from 
her “wherever,” he didn’t mean her nose. 

And as is the case with all of Trump’s 
digital provocations, the president’s words 
were deliberate. He pours the gasoline of 
sexist language and lights the match glee¬ 
fully knowing how it will burst into flame 
in a country reeling from the #MeToo 
moment. 

A president who would all but call Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand a whore is not fit to 
clean the toilets in the Barack Obama 
Presidential Library or to shine the shoes 
of George W. Bush. 

This isn’t about the policy differences we 
have with all presidents or our disappoint¬ 
ment in some of their decisions. Obama 
and Bush both failed in many ways. They 
broke promises and told untruths, but the 
basic decency of each man was never in 
doubt. 

Donald Trump, the man, on the other 
hand, is uniquely awful. His sickening be¬ 
havior is corrosive to the enterprise of a 
shared governance based on common val¬ 
ues and the consent of the governed. 

It should surprise no one how low he 
went with Gillibrand. When accused dur¬ 
ing the campaign of sexually harassing 
or molesting women in the past, Trump’s 
response was to belittle the looks of his 
accusers. Last October, Trump suggested 
that he never would have groped Jessica 
Leeds on an airplane decades ago: “Be¬ 
lieve me, she would not be my first choice, 
that I can tell you.” Trump mocked another 
accuser, former People reporter Natasha 
Stoynoff, “Check out her Facebook, you’ll 
understand.” Other celebrities and politi¬ 
cians have denied accusations, but none 
has stooped as low as suggesting that their 
accusers weren’t attractive enough to be 
honored with their gropes. 

If recent history is any guide, the unique 
awfulness of the Trump era in U.S. politics 
is only going to get worse. Trump’s utter 


lack of morality, ethics and simple human¬ 
ity has been underscored during his 11 
months in office. 

The nation doesn’t seek nor expect per¬ 
fect presidents, and some have certainly 
been deeply flawed. But a president who 
shows such disrespect for the truth, for 
ethics, for the basic duties of the job and 
for decency toward others fails at the very 
essence of what has always made America 
great. 

Follow through on DACA fix 

The Washington Post 

Quick, name a major public policy issue 
on which overwhelming numbers of Amer¬ 
icans are united. Stumped? (Granted, it’s 
a short list.) Here’s one answer: allowing 
“dreamers” — young undocumented im¬ 
migrants brought to this country as chil¬ 
dren — to remain in the United States if 
they pass background checks, go to school 
and fulfill other basic requirements. In a 
dozen polls this fall, including one released 
Tuesday, respondents who favor permit¬ 
ting dreamers to stay in the United States 
generally outnumber those who would de¬ 
port them by at least 3-to-l, and often by 
4-to-l or 5-to-l. 

The support for dreamers is bipartisan, 
and it shows up clearly and almost identi¬ 
cally in surveys conducted by Fox News 
and CNN, among other media outlets, in¬ 
cluding The Washington Post. Despite that, 
an array of bills that would protect dream¬ 
ers from deportation, either by granting 
them a form of legal status or by putting 
them on short- or long-term pathways to 
citizenship, remain stalled in Congress. 

The legislative inertia is all the more 
stupefying given that a clear majority of 
lawmakers in both chambers on Capitol 
Hill would vote today to grant dream¬ 
ers legal status or a route to citizenship. 
Last week, 34 Republicans in the House 
of Representatives wrote to Speaker Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis., endorsing a “permanent 
legislative solution” for the nearly 700,000 
immigrants whose protection from de¬ 
portation, granted by the Obama admin¬ 
istration under the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, will 
lapse starting in March owing to a decision 
by President Donald Trump. That’s more 
than enough GOP votes to ensure passage 
of a House bill to address the problem, 
given overwhelming Democratic support 
for such a move. 

So far, though, Ryan seems to prefer 
a strategy of delay, deferral and dither¬ 
ing. He says he wants Congress to ad¬ 
dress the issue next year, free from the 
entanglements of other pressing year-end 
legislative business, including a spending 
package whose defeat would mean a gov¬ 
ernment shutdown. But to many in Con¬ 
gress, his prescription sounds like a recipe 
for inaction — and, potentially, the depor¬ 
tation of thousands of dreamers as their 
DACA permits expire. In the Senate, that 
has led some Democrats to consider de¬ 
manding a DACA fix as the price for their 
support on the spending bill — and avoid¬ 
ing a shutdown. 

Why should it come to that? In the House, 
a bill introduced by Rep. Carlos Curbelo, R- 
Fla., and with 34 Republican co-sponsors 
would set dreamers on a 10-year pathway 
to citizenship. In the Senate, a measure 
with three Republican backers would set 
a 15-year timetable. Why not take a vote 
— now? 

One answer is Trump, whose ever-shift¬ 
ing stance on extending protections for the 
dreamers has had a self-neutering effect. 

The dreamers, it seems, should in fact 
be very worried by what is happening in 
Washington. Under the deadline set by 
Trump, nearly 1,000 dreamers will lose 
their protection from deportation each day 
beginning March 5. At that point, a cohort 
of youngsters raised in this country will 
stop being bargaining chips; they will be¬ 
come part of an unfolding American trag¬ 
edy. Congress should act now to forestall 
that completely avoidable, and inexcus¬ 
able, outcome. 
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Apparently you dan lie to 
millions!, & rig an election, 
tut if you afik for a kuman 
Heart, you get kicked off 
Fadetook. 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Resort 
4 Pot-bellied pet 
7 Uses an 
eggbeater 

12 Wee bit 

13 Inseparable 

14 Mortal 

15 Half of bi- 

16 Alert 

18 Service charge 

19 Dutch city, 
with “The” 

20 Err 

22 Male cat 

23 Lighten 

27 Packed away 
29 Intrepid 
31 Change 

34 Commercial cow 

35 India-Pakistan 
region 

37 Diner dessert 

38 Jason’s ship 

39 “Simpsons” 
storekeeper 

41 Fixes illegally 
45 Engine hums 

47 Gun lobby org. 

48 Going places 

52 Rail 

53 Black — spider 

54 PBS funder 

55 Egg (Pref.) 

56 Endures 

57 Workout site 

58 Ballot marks 


DOWN 

1 Cram 

2 Talk-show group 

3 Farewell 

4 Milne bruin 

5 Congenital 

6 Very beginning 

7 Roller coaster cry 

8 Center 

9 Little 
Teapot” 

10 Crony 

11 NBC sketch 
show 

17 Camel feature 
21 Bluegrass 
instrument 

23 Swiss 
mathematician 

24 Rm. coolers 

25 Enjoy Vail 

26 Needle hole 


28 Airport 

screening org. 

30 Floral garland 

31 IRS employee 

32 Owned by us 

33 Gerund ending 

36 “The Wizard of 
Oz” author 

37 Provide 
provisions 

40 Tine 

42 Office mail 
holder 

43 Burial place 

44 Ganges 
garments 

45 Church seating 

46 Fashion line? 

48 Barn bird 

49 Actress Long 

50 QB stats 

51 Stolen 
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LTVLBH TASRAWR CBZH YD 
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C Y W S - U D Z N Z S T O WSDRWW. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SPECIAL VOCABULARY 
IDIOMS USED BY MANY PEOPLE LIVING IN 
AND AROUND BERLIN: GERMAN-OLOGY. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals F 
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WOW. THE LAST J£p! 
WAS SUCH A GOOP MOVIE. 

I NEVER SAW AN AUPIENCE 
GIVE A FILM A STAMPING 
OVATION BEFORE. 


YOUTUBE'S FULL OF 
RANPOM PEOPLE WHO 
THINK THEY'RE EXPERTS 
ON FILM. 



THEY ALWAYS SAY THE 
SAME THINGS , TOO■ "IT 
HAP PACING PROBLEMSOR 
'’THAT MOMENT WASN'T 
EARNEP." OR "THAT SCENE 
WASN'T NECESSARY." 


' I'M THINKING OF STARTING 
A YOUTUBE CHANNEL WHERE 
I GIVE MY CRITIQUES OF 
PEOPLE'S CRITIQUES. 
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UNICELLULAR ORGANISE 

organism 

FIVE-CELL organic 

SEVEfJ-dUL ORGANIC 
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ACROSS 

1 Hearty quaff 
4 Austen heroine 
8 Actress Ward 

12 Clear the tables 

13 Sir’s counterpart 

14 Bard’s river 

15 Constitution 
letters 

16 Whine 

17 Egg container 
181964 Shel 

Silverstein book 

21 Raw mineral 

22 — tizzy 

23 Tea variety 

26 A/C stat 

27 Golfer Ernie 

30 Coin toss 

31 Nonclerical 

32 Clench 

33 Massachusetts 
cape 

34 Lair 

35 S-shaped, 
as a road 

36 Half dozen 

37 “You’ve got 
mail” co. 

38 Buying binge 

45 Greet silently 

46 Quitter’s word 

47 Assoc. 

48 Downwind 

49 Scott Turow book 

50 By way of 

12-16 


DOWN 

1 Border on 

2 Rife with foliage 

3 Being, to Brutus 

4 Realm 

5 Purple shade 

6 Niger neighbor 

7 Hotel spa, say 

8 Blitzen’s boss 

9 Always 

10 Misplace 

11 Initial chip 
19Gunk 

20 Bearded beast 

23 Cpl.’s 
subordinate 

24 “Evil Woman” 
band 


25 Tease 

26 Prohibit 

27 Goof up 

28 Tyler of 
“Jersey Girl” 

29 CIA operative 

31 Set of words 

32 Big swig 

34 Quick swim 

35 High-priced 

36 Velocity 

37 De Mille of 
dance 

38 Clear 

the decks? 

39 Robust 

40 It takes 
the cake 

41 iPod model 

42 Peregrinate 

43 Ms. Brockovich 

44 “Zounds!” 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


ITIEOKY RTEO RHLNSY ZXT 

ZTEOA KOZKVR JS ZSKYHLN 

K YTELA, GOKUUHRX GSOU 

WKI: JSYSU WXKYOSR, 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AFTER STARRING IN 
A HIGHLY INTENSE PLAY OR FILM, AN ACTOR 
COULD FEEL POST-DRAMATIC STRESS. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals G 
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UMUC Europe Graduates 
Kaiserslautern, Germany 


While stationed overseas, earn a 
career-relevant degree from a 
military-trusted public university 

• 90+ in-demand certificates, associate's, 
bachelor's, and master's degrees 

• 70 years serving the military 

• Affordable tuition, special overseas rate 

• No-cost course materials provided 

• Flexible on-site and online formats 


Hundreds of classes start this January. 
Visit us at your local education center 
or online to get started today. 

FIND OUT HOW UMUC CAN WORK FOR YOU. 


europe.umuc.edu 


For the confidence to 
achieve your dreams, 

it has to be UMUC. 


University of Maryland 
University College 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports 
from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, 
and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones 
and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 

STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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YOUR COMMISSARY 

NOW ACCEPTS 

MILITARY STAR 

MORE BENEFITS FOR YOU 
AND YOUR MILITARY COMMUNITY! 




POINTS FOR EVERY $V 

POINTS=$20 REWARDS CARD 


OUR HONOR 

TO SERVE YOU 


APPLY TODAY ATYOUR LOCAL EXCHANGE OR AT MyECP.com 
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SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 




178 Transportation 


VEHICLE 

SHIPPING SERVICES 


• International Shipping 

• Import & Export 

• Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) 

• Door to door pick-up/delivery service 


• Customs clearance 

• All Risk Marine Insurance 

• Auto Insurance (Germany only) 


American 

Doctors & Staff 


Services Offered: 

Family Dentistry 
Certified Orthodontics 
Crowns and Veneers 
Implant Surgery 
Zoom Teeth Whitening 
Wisdom Teeth Surgery 
Nitrous Oxide 
Saturday & Evening Appointr 
Caring, Friendly American Staf 


Wiesbaden Dental Care mHB 

06119 887 2650 

Bahnstrasse 14,65205 Wiesbaden 
Wiesbadendental.com 




Ramstein +jg£^b d|| 

Dental Care v fS 

06371 406230 

Post Strasse 1,66877 Ramstein 
Ramsteindental.com 


Toll-free: 

E-Mail: 

WEB: 


For Further Information Please Contact 

GERMANY UNITED KINGDOM 

+49-(0)6134-2592730 +44-(0) 1638-515714 

0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 
info@transglobal-logistics.de 
www.transglobal-logistics.de 


U.S.A 

+1-972-602-1670 Ext. 1701 
+1-800-264-8167 (US only) 
info@tgal.us 
www.tgal.us 


For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices / Agencies near Military Installations 




Modern Aesthetic 

Dentistry 

. Aesthetic Dentistry 

• TMJ/Facial Pain Treatment 

• Certified Dental Hygienist 

• Preventive Care and 
Periodontal Therapy 

• Orthodontics/lnvisalign 

• Implants 


u’ll get one - just by reading Stars and Stripes 
military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com * 

Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARStQfSTRIPES 


Dr. Charles A. Smith DDS, LVIF is an American trained 
dentist providing expert dental care with the newest and 
most successful techniques to cover all your dental needs. 
Come see why patients travel from all over Europe to visit 
Dr. Smith for general dental care to smile makeovers. After 
many successful years in Heidelberg, Dr. Smith has now 
opened a second office in Stuttgart. Please visit our Home- 
page and email or call for an appointment. 


Romerstrasse 1 *69115 Heidelberg • 06221 -6516090 
www.heidelbergdentistry.com • info@heidelbergdentistry.com 


Charles-Lindbergh-Str. 11 * 71034 Boblingen • 07031-2056062 
info@boeblingendental.com • www.boeblingendental.com 


Transportation 


944 Transportation 


Ship Cars and Containers to and from the USA 


0-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447) 

info@worldwide-ship.de 

www.worldwide-ship.de 



Interglobal Shipping GmbH 

Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada 
Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings 
Contact your Pro's at the Docks today!!! 
info@interglobalshipping.de, 
www.interglobalshipping.de 



Reading Stars and Stripes 
gives you a better handle on 
issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the 
bases the way we do. 

STARSOSTRIPES. 


However you read us, wherever you need u: 


Free Classifieds! 


Visit Stripes.com for details. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia 
and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for iPhone and Android and in a Tablet Edition for iPad. 

STARS^STRI PES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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STRIPES 


Daily Newspaper of U.S. Armed Force: 


1 Fr. 


in the European Theater of Operations 

1 Fr.Sunday, March 25,1945 



For the troops 

Stars and Stripes was a primary source of news 
for the troops at the Front and behind the lines in 
World War II. Although it printed only in the 
European theater during the war, it covered news 
from all theaters. 


Support the Mission 

Subscribe at Stripes.com/digital or email MemberServices@stripes.com to donate a subscription. 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


GlassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 



■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 

through an agent using 
paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 
adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 
Free Europe-wide delivery 

n 


Jobs Offered 630 


HELP WANTED 

H&R Block in Mainz Kastel is 
looking for an experienced full 
time tax consultant. Call or email 
Mr. Clemons 06145-5490684 or 
eclemons@hrblock.com. 


Looking for Full time 

Receptionist at the H&R Block 
at the KMCC Mall on Ramstein 
Airbase.. Call or email Mr. 
Clemons 06145-5490684 or 
eclemons@hrblock.com. 


Travel_1000 


**Xmas in Garmisch!** 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

n 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^STRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


>es.com sui 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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Ohl The Places You II See with 

STARSoSTRIPES. r - 


VISIT 
BEFORE 
YOU GO! 


W f§fx|§P ^ 

Stripes.com/travel 

Europe.Stripes.com 

Guam.Stripes.com 

Japan.Stripes.com 

Korea.Stripes.com 

Oki nawa .Stri pes.com 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Wednesday’s Transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

DETROIT TIGERS - Traded 2B Ian Kin- 
sler to the Los Angeles Angels for RHP 
Wilkel Hernandez and OF Troy Montgom¬ 
ery. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Joe Smith on a two-year con¬ 
tract. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Michael Pineda on a two-year 
contract. 

SEATTLE MARINERS -Acquired RHP 
Shawn Armstrong from Cleveland and 
LHP Anthony Misiewicz from Tampa Bay 
for international signing bonus pool al¬ 
lotment. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Transferred G 
Josh Magette to Erie (NBAGL). 

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES - Assigned F 
Ivan Rabb to Memphis (NBAGL). 

PHOENIX SUNS - Signed G Isaiah Ca- 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS -Re-signed WR 
Carlton Agudosi to the practice squad. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed DE 
Lavar Edwards. Signed OL Geoff Gray 
off the N. Y. Jets’ practice squad and WR 
Matt Hazel off Indianapolis’ practice 
squad. Waived WR Bryce Treggs, DL Ty¬ 
rone Holmes and DL T.Y. McGill. Signed 
OL Laurence Gibson and OL Ian Silber- 
man to the practice squad. Released OL 
Korren Kirven from the practice squad. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Placed S Justin 
Simmons on injured reserve. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Signed WR 
Colby Pearson to the practice squad. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Signed S Ibra- 
heim Campbell to the practice squad. 
Released WR Devin Lucien from the 
practice squad. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS - Signed DB Isa¬ 
iah Johnson from the practice squad. 
Signed CB Marcus Sayles to the practice 
squad. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Signed 
WR Kenny Britt. Re-signed DL Ricky Jean 
Francois. Released LB Jonathan Freeny 
and WR Bernard Reedy. Placed OL Mar¬ 
cus Cannon on injured reserve. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed DT Darius 
Latham. Placed LB Cory James on injured 
reserve. Signed DL Joby Saint Fleur to the 
practice squad. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS - Signed LB Paul 
Dawson from the practice squad. Placed 
OL Oday Aboushi on injured reserve. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Signed TE 
Jerome Cunningham to the practice 
squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled D Joel 
Hanley from Tucson (AHL). 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Recalled D 
Ville Pokka from Rockford (AHL). Placed 
D Cody Franson on injured reserve, ret¬ 
roactive to Dec. 9. 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Reassigned 
D Duncan Siemens to San Antonio (AHL). 
Announced San Antonio reassigned G 
Joe Cannata to Colorado (ECHL). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Reassigned 
F Frederick Gaudreau to Milwaukee 
(AHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Placed F Mar- 
cus Johansson on injured reserve, retro¬ 
active to Dec. 9. Recalled F Nick Lappin 
from Binghamton (AHL). 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Reassigned G Ville 
Husso to San Antonio (AHL). 

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS - Claimed F 
Ryan Carpenter off waivers. Assigned F 
Stefan Matteau to Chicago (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ATLANTA UNITED - Acquired D Jose 
Hernandez from Caracas FC (Venezuelan 
Primera Division) as a discovery signing. 

LA GALAXY - Traded the rights to 
G Jon Kempin to Columbus for a 2018 
fourth-round draft pick. 

NEW YORK CITY FC - Signed D Anton 
Tinnerholm. 

PORTLAND TIMBERS - Traded MF 
Darlington Nagbe and D Gbenga Arokoyo 
to Atlanta for $650,000 in general alloca¬ 
tion money in 2018, $100,000 general al¬ 
location money in 2019, $300,000 in tar¬ 
geted allocation money in 2018 and an 
international spot through Dec. 31, 2018. 
Additionally Portland will receive up to 
$600,000 in future targeted allocation 
money based on Nagbe’s performance 
with Atlanta. 

National Women’s Soccer League 

SKY BLUE FC - Signed MF Thaisa de 
Moraes Rosa Moreno. 

COLLEGE 

NORTHERN ARIZONA - Named Mike 
Marlow athletic director. 

UCLA — Named Paul Rhoads defen¬ 
sive backs coach. 

WOFFORD — Announced the retire¬ 
ment of football caoch Mike Ayers. 


College football 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T (11-0) vs. Grambling State (11-1) 

New Orleans Bowl 

North Texas (9-4) vs. Troy (10-2) 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Georgia State (6-5) vs. Western Ken¬ 
tucky (6-6) 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Boise State (10-3) vs. Oregon (7-5) 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Colorado State (7-5) vs. Marshall (7-5) 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Arkansas State (7-3) vs. Middle Ten¬ 
nessee (6-6) 

Tuesday, Dec. 19 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
Akron (7-6) vs. FAU (10-3) 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Louisiana Tech (6-6) vs. SMU (7-5) 
Thursday, Dec. 21 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Temple (6-6) vs. FIU (8-4) 

Friday, Dec. 22 
Bahamas Bowl 

Ohio (8-4) vs. UAB (8-4) 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 

Central Michigan (7-5) vs. Wyoming (7-5) 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 

South Florida (9-2) vs. Texas Tech (6-6) 

Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 

San Diego State (10-2) vs. Army (9-3) 

Dollar r*- 1 "— 1 


ir General Bowl 


Fresno State (9-4) vs. Houston (7-4) 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 

West Virginia (7-5) vs. Utah (6-6) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Northern Illinois (8-4) vs. Duke (6-6) 

Cactus Bowl 
Phoenix 

Kansas State (7-5) vs. UCLA (6-6) 

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Southern Mississippi (8-4) vs. Florida 
State (6-6) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Iowa (7-5) 

Foster Farms Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Arizona (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Texas (6-6) vs. Missouri (7-5) 

Thursday, Dec. 28 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Virginia (6-6) vs. Navy (6-6) 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Oklahoma State (9-3) vs. Virginia Tech 
(9-3) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Stanford (9-4) vs. TCU (10-3) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Washington State (9-3) vs. Michigan 
State (9-3) 

Friday, Dec. 29 
Beik Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Wake Forest (7-5) vs. Texas A&M (7-5) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

NC State (8-4) vs. Arizona State (7-5) 

Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Kentucky (7-5) vs. Northwestern (9-3) 


College basketball 


Wednesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Duquesne 73, MVSU 49 
Mass.-Lowell 87, Boston U. 82 
Pine Manor 75, Castleton 63 
Villanova 87, Temple 67 

SOUTH 

Belmont 82, Milwaukee 63 
Francis Marion 91, Mount Olive 75 
Kentucky Wesleyan 93, Bluefield St. 74 
LSU 80, Houston 77 
Lincoln Memorial 88, Wingate 65 
Mississippi 82, Sam Houston St. 69 
North Florida 87, FIU 85 
Southern Miss. 69, Alabama A&M 54 
Spalding 68, Centre 66 
UNC Greensboro 71, UNC Wilmington 58 


Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

New Mexico State (5-6) vs. Utah State 
(6-6) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

Southern Cal (11-2) vs. Ohio State (11-2) 

Saturday, Dec. 30 
TaxSIayer Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Louisville (8-4) vs. Mississippi State (8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Iowa State (7-5) vs. Memphis (10-2) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Washington (10-2) vs. Penn State (10-2) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

Wisconsin (12-1) vs. Miami (10-2) 

Monday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Michigan (8-4) vs. South Carolina (8-4) 

Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

UCF (12-0) vs. Auburn (10-3) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame (9-3) vs. LSU (9-3) 

Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Georgia (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 

New Orleans 

Clemson (12-1) vs. Alabama (11-1) 

Monday, Jan. 8 

College Football Championship 
Atlanta 

Rose Bowl winner vs. Sugar Bowl winner 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Carson, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 27 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 


FCS playoffs 


Beloit 83, Wis.-Whitewater 58 
Bethany Lutheran 90, Martin Luther 55 
Bradley 86, UALR 46 
Carleton 66, Augsburg 64 
Crown (Minn.) 79, Northwestern 
(Minn.) 75 

Hillsdale 81, Cedarville 61 
Illinois 92, Longwood 45 
Northland 79, Wis.-Superior 73 
Omaha 77, Arkansas St. 74 
S. Illinois 69, Jackson St. 51 
St. John’s (Minn.) 77, Hamline 74 
St. Olaf 85, St. Mary’s (Minn.) 49 
St. Scholastica 99, North Central 
(Minn.) 63 

St. Thomas (Minn.) 64, Gustavus 51 
Wis.-La Crosse 80, Carroll (Wis.) 60 
Wis.-Stevens Pt. 73, Lawrence 56 
Wisconsin 81, W. Kentucky 80 


Quarterfinals 
Friday, Dec. 8 

James Madison 31, Weber State 28 

Saturday, Dec. 9 

North Dakota State 42, Wofford 10 
South Dakota State 56, New Hamp- 

Sam Houston State 34, Kennesaw 
State 27 

Semifinals 
Friday, Dec. 15 

Sam Houston State (12-1) at North Da¬ 
kota State(12-1) 

Saturday, Dec. 16 

South Dakota State (11-2) at James 
Madison (13-0) 

Division II playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
Kansas City, Kan. 

West Florida (11-3) vs. Texas A&M- 
Commerce (13-1) 

Division III playoffs 

Championship 
Friday, Dec. 15 
At Salem, Va. 

Mount Union (14-0) vs. Mary Hardin- 
Baylor (14-0) 

NAIA playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
At Municipal Stadium 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Saint Francis (Ind.) (13-0) vs. Rein¬ 
hardt (12-0) 


SOUTHWEST 

Texas A&M 113, Savannah St. 66 

FAR WEST 

Boise St. 85, Grand Canyon 80, 20T 
Fresno St. 78, Ark.-Pine Bluff 52 
N. Colorado 83, Denver 63 
Oregon 95, Portland St. 84 
Seattle 88, St. Martin’s 72 

Wednesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

New Haven 76, Chestnut Hill 53 
Rutgers 70, Princeton 50 
UCF 47, Boston U. 32 
UMass 73, Mass.-Lowell 63 

SOUTH 

Bethune-Cookman 68, Southern U. 56 
Longwood 66, Milligan 56 
Louisiana-Lafayette 68, SE Louisiana 56 
Mississippi St. 90, Oregon 79 
Wingate 67, Lincoln Memorial 64 
MIDWEST 
Albion 91, Olivet 75 
Augsburg 84, Carleton 80 
Cedarville 83, Hillsdale 68 
DePaul 92, Northwestern 63 
Kalamazoo 58, Adrian 52 
Minnesota 112, Cal Poly 68 
Saint Catherine 72, Macalester 67 
St. Benedict 73, Hamline 58 
St. Thomas (Minn.) 74, Gustavus 66 
Wis.-Platteville 82, Edgewood 62 
SOUTHWEST 

Baylor 95, McNeese St. 34 
Texas 68, Northwestern St. 44 
Texas Tech 89, Prairie View 60 

FAR WEST 

Oregon St. 84, Savannah St. 36 
Seattle 78, Montana 64 


Pro football 


NFL injury report 

ARIZONA CARDINALS AT WASHING¬ 
TON REDSKINS - CARDINALS: DNP: S 
Budda Baker (thigh), S Antoine Bethea 
(knee), LB Karlos Dansby (not injury re¬ 
lated), WR Larry Fitzgerald (not injury 
related), LB Gabe Martin (hamstring), 
DT Josh Mauro (ankle), RB Adrian Pe¬ 
terson (neck), DT Frostee Rucker (not 
injury related), G Earl Watford (ankle). 
LIMITED: G Alex Boone (back), WR John 
Brown (toe), LB Chandler Jones (hip), DT 
Corey Peters (ankle). FULL: RB Kerwynn 
Williams (ribs). REDSKINS: DNP: LB Zach 
Brown (illness, toe, achilles, hip), T Mor¬ 
gan Moses (ankle), S Montae Nicholson 
(concussion), CB Josh Norman (knee), T 
Trent Williams (knee). LIMITED: LB Ryan 
Anderson (ankle), WR Ryan Grant (an¬ 
kle), WR Maurice Harris (concussion), 
DE Terrell McClain (toe), C Chase Roullier 
(hand). FULL: DE Matt loannidis (hand), 
LB Martrell Spaight (ankle). 

N.Y. JETS AT NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 

— JETS: DNP: CB Morris Claiborne (foot), 
RB Matt Forte (knee), RB Elijah McGuire 
(ankle), S Rontez Miles (hamstring), CB 
Rashard Robinson (not injury related), 
G Brian Winters (abdomen, ankle). LIM¬ 
ITED: LB Bruce Carter (groin), LS Thomas 
Hennessy (concussion). FULL: WR Robby 
Anderson (hamstring), G James Carpen¬ 
ter (knee), LB Jordan Jenkins (shoulder), 
WR Jermaine Kearse (shoulder), S Mar¬ 
cus Maye (finger). SAINTS: DNP: WR Ted 
Ginn (rib), DE Trey Hendrickson (ankle), 

(shoulder), G Andrus Peat (groin), S Ken¬ 
ny Vaccaro (groin). FULL: RB Alvin Kama- 
ra (concussion), G Senio Kelemete (con¬ 
cussion), WR Michael Thomas (eye). 

MIAMI DOLPHINS AT BUFFALO BILLS 

- DOLPHINS: DNP: DE Andre Branch 
(knee), G Jermon Bushrod (foot), CB 
Xavien Howard (illness), QB Matt Moore 
(foot), C Mike Pouncey (hip), DT Ndamu- 
kong Suh (knee), CB Cordrea Tankersley 
(ankle, shoulder), S Michael Thomas 
(knee), RB Damien Williams (shoulder). 
LIMITED: DT Jordan Phillips (ankle). 
FULL: TE MarQueis Gray (shoulder). 
BILLS: DNP: T Cordy Glenn (illness, foot, 
ankle), WR Andre Holmes (neck), DT Kyle 
Williams (groin). LIMITED: WR Kelvin 
Benjamin (knee), TE Charles Clay (knee), 
T Seantrel Henderson (back), RB LeSean 
McCoy (knee), QB Nathan Peterman 
(concussion). FULL: CB Leonard Johnson 
(knee), G John Miller (ankle), QB Tyrod 
Taylor (knee). 

GREEN BAY PACKERS AT CAROLINA 
PANTHERS - PACKERS: DNP: CB Davon 
House (shoulder.back), S Josh Jones 
(not injury related), LB Jake Ryan (knee). 
LIMITED: LB Ahmad Brooks (back), DT 
Quinton Dial (chest/knee), CB Deme- 


Pro baseball 


Remaining free agents 

NEW YORK - The 155 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (9) - Pedro Alvarez: dh- 
lb; Ryan Flaherty, 2b; Craig Gentry, of; 
J.J. Hardy, ss; Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Ub- 
aldo Jimenez, rhp; Wade Miley, Ihp; Seth 
Smith, of; Chris Tillman, rhp. 

BOSTON (7) - Fernando Abad, Ihp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Rajai Davis, of; Mitch 
Moreland, lb; Eduardo Nunez, inf; Addi¬ 
son Reed, rhp; Chris Young, of. 

CHICAGO (2) - Mike Pelfrey, rhp; Geo- 
vany Soto c. 

CLEVELAND (6) - Craig Breslow, Ihp; 
Jay Bruce, of; Austin Jackson, of; Boone 
Logan, Ihp; q-Carlos Santana, c; Bryan 
Shaw, rhp. 

DETROIT (1) - Anibal Sanchez, rhp. 
HOUSTON (5) - Carlos Beltran, dh; 
Tyler Clippard, rhp; Luke Gregerson, rhp; 
Francisco Liriano, Ihp; Cameron Maybin, 
of. 

KANSAS CITY (8) - Melky Cabrera, 
of; Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Lorenzo Cain, of; 
Alcides Escobar, ss; q-Eric Hosmer, lb; q- 
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp; 
Jason Vargas, Ihp. 

LOS ANGELES (10) - Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b; Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; 
Cliff Pennington, inf; Brandon Phillips, 
2b; Ben Revere, of; Fernando Salas, rhp; 
Huston Street, rhp. 

MINNESOTA (5) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Bartolo Colon, rhp; Dillon Gee, rhp; Glen 
Perkins, Ihp; Hector Santiago, Ihp. 

NEW YORK (4) - Todd Frazier, 3b; 
Jaime Garcia, Ihp; Matt Holliday, dh; CC 
Sabathia, Ihp. 

OAKLAND (0) 

SEATTLE (6) - Yonder Alonso, lb; 
Gordon Beckham, inf; Jarrod Dyson, of; 
Yovani Gallardo, rhp; Carlos Ruiz, c; Dan¬ 
ny Valencia, lb-3b. 

TAMPA BAY (9) - Peter Bourjos, of; 
Steve Cishek, rhp; q-Alex Cobb, rhp; Lu¬ 
cas Duda, lb; Tommy Hunter, rhp; Logan 
Morrison, lb; Trevor Plouffe, 3b; Colby 
Rasmus, of; Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (5) — Andrew Cashner, rhp; 
Carlos Gomez, of; Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; 
Jason Grilli, rhp; Mike Napoli, lb. 


AP sportlight 


Dec. IS 

1964 — San Francisco’s Wilt Chamber- 
lain scores 58 points, including nine in 
overtime, to give the Warriors a 134-132 
victory over the New York Knicks. 

2016 — Colorado’s Mike MacIntyre is 
selected The Associated Press college 


(foot/shoulder). FULL: G Lucas P_ 

(hank). PANTHERS: DNP: S Mike Adams 
(rest), WR Brenton Bersin (toe), CB Cap¬ 
tain Munnerlyn (not injury related), DE 
Julius Peppers (rest), RB Jonathan Stew¬ 
art (rest), LB Shaq Thompson (foot), G 
Trai Turner (concussion). LIMITED: WR 
Kaelin Clay (shoulder), LB Thomas Davis 
(back), WR Devin Funchess (shoulder), 
C Tyler Larsen (foot), QB Cam Newtwon 
(right shoulder), WR Russell Shepard 
(shoulder). FULL: C Ryan Kalil (neck), LB 
Luke Kuechly (shoulder), RB Christian 
McCaffrey (shoulder), TE Greg Olsen 
(foot), P Michael Palardy (shoulder), 

BALTIMORE RAVENS AT CLEVELAND 
BROWNS - RAVENS: DNP: WR Mike Wal¬ 
lace (ankle). LIMITED: CB Maurice Ca¬ 
nady (knee), C Ryan Jensen (ankle), WR 
Chris Moore (hip), LB Za’Darius Smith 
(shoulder). FULL: G Jermaine Eluemunor 
(shoulder). BROWNS: DNP: CB Briean 
Boddy-Calhoun (knee), CB Jamar Taylor 
(foot). LIMITED: T Shon Coleman (shoul¬ 
der, thumb), TE David Njoku (foot, wrist), 
S Jabrill Peppers (knee), DT Danny Shel¬ 
ton (chest, ribs), C J.C. Tretter (knee). 
FULL: LB Josh Keyes (wrist). 

L.A. RAMS AT SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 
— RAMS: DNP: LB Mark Barron (not in¬ 
jury related), C John Sullivan (not injury 
related), T Andrew Whitworth (knee). 
LIMITED: T Rob Havenstein (knee), WR 
Robert Woods (shoulder). FULL: LB Con¬ 
nor Barwin (forearm). SEAHAWKS: Prac¬ 
tice Not Complete 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS AT PITTS¬ 
BURGH STEELERS - PATRIOTS: DNP: DL 
Alan Branch (knee). LIMITED: CB Mal¬ 
colm Butler (ankle), DL Trey Flowers 
(rib), CB Stephon Gilmore (ankle), WR 
Chris Hogan (shoulder), DB Brandon 
King (hamstring), DL Eric Lee (ankle), WR 
Matthew Slater (hamstring), LB Kyle Van 
Noy (calf), OT LaAdrian Waddle (ankle), 
DL Deatrich Wise Jr., (foot). FULL: QB 
Tom Brady (achilles), WR Brandin Cooks 
(hand). STEELERS: DNP: WR Martavis 
Bryant 9not injury related), TE Vance Mc¬ 
Donald (shoulder), CB Coty Sensabaugh 
(shoulder), DE Stephon Tuitt (illness). 
LIMITED: CB Joe Haden (fibula), LB Tyler 
Matakevich (shoulder). 

TENNESSEE TITANS AT SAN FRANCIS¬ 
CO 49ERS - TITANS: Practice Not Com¬ 
plete. 49ERS: Practice Not Complete. 

DALLAS COWBOYS AT OAKLAND RAID¬ 
ERS - COWBOYS: DNP: WR Brice Butler 
(foot), T La’el Collins (back), TE James 
Hanna (knee), DE David Irving (concus¬ 
sion), CB Orlando Scandrick (back), T 
Tyron Smith (back). LIMITED: DT Maliek 
Collins (foot), LB Justin Durant (concus¬ 
sion), LB Sean Lee (hamstring). RAIDERS: 
Practice Not Complete. 


TORONTO (5) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Darwin Barney, 2b; Jose Bautista, of; 
Miguel Montero, c; Michael Saunders, 
of. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (6) — Gregor Blanco, of; 
Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; David Hernandez, 
rhp; J.D. Martinez of; Fernando Rodney, 
rhp; Adam Rosales, inf. 

ATLANTA (2) - R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason 
Motte, rhp. 

CHICAGO (8) — q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 
Alex Avila, c; q-Wade Davis, rhp; Brian 
Duensing, Ihp; Jon Jay, of; John Lackey, 
rhp; Rene Rivera, c; Koji Uehara, rhp. 

CINCINNATI (4) - Bronson Arroyo, 
rhp; Zack Cozart, ss; Scott Feldman, rhp; 
Drew Storen, rhp. 

COLORADO (8) - Alexi Amarista, inf; 
Carlos Gonzalez, of; Ryan Hanigan, c; q- 
Greg Holland, rhp; Jonathan Lucroy, c; 
Jake McGee, Ihp; Pat Neshek, rhp; Mark 
Reynolds, lb. 

LOS ANGELES (6) - Yu Darvish, rhp; 
Andre Ethier, of; Curtis Granderson, of; 
Franklin Gutierrez, of; Chase Utley, 2b; 
Tony Watson, Ihp. 

MIAMI (4) - Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 
of. 

MILWAUKEE (3) - Matt Garza, rhp; 
Anthony Swarzak, rhp; Neil Walker, 2b. 
NEW YORK (1) - Jose Reyes, inf. 
PHILADELPHIA (4) - Andres Blanco, 
inf; Clay Buchholz, rhp; Hyun-Soo Kim, 
of; Daniel Nava, of. 

PITTSBURGH (3) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; John Jaso, lb; Chris Stewart, c. 

ST. LOUIS (4) - Zach Duke, Ihp; q- 
Lance Lynn, rhp; Juan Nicasio, rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (4) - Erick Aybar, ss; Jhou- 
lys Chacin, rhp; Jordan Lyles, rhp; Craig 
Stammen, rhp. 

SAN FRANCISCO (4) - Matt Cain, rhp; 
Nick Hundley, c; Jae-Gynn Hwang, lb-3b; 
Michael Morse, ib-of. 

WASHINGTON (12) - Matt Albers, rhp; 
Joe Blanton, rhp; Alejandro De Aza, of; 
Stephen Drew, 2b; Edwin Jackson, rhp; 
Howie Kendrick, of-2b; Brandon Kintzler, 
rhp; Adam Lind, lb; Jose Lobaton, c; Oli¬ 
ver Perez, Ihp; Ryan Raburn, of; Jayson 
Werth of. 


football Coach of the Year after leading 
the Buffaloes to a 10-3 record and their 
first bowl game since 2007. MacIntyre re¬ 
ceives 109 points and 25 first-place votes 
from the AP college football poll panel, 
while Penn State’s James Franklin was 
second with 98 and 16. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Around the NBA 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


L Pet GB 


13 .519 
13 .519 
15 .423 


Boston 
Toronto 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 

Southeast Division 

Washington 15 13 .536 

Miami 
Orlando 
Charlotte 
Atlanta 


Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 


14 .481 
18 .379 
17 .370 
21 .222 
Central Division 

20 8 .714 

15 11 .577 

16 12 .571 

14 13 .519 

7 20 .259 


12Vz 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 22 4 .846 - 

San Antonio 19 9 .679 

New Orleans 
Memphis 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 16 12 .571 

Denver 15 13 .536 

Portland 
Oklahoma City 
Utah 


15 14 .517 8V4 

8 20 .286 15 

8 20 .286 15 


_. 13 .519 

13 14 .481 

13 15 .464 


Pacific Division 


6 .786 - 

11 15 .423 10 

10 16 .385 11 

9 18 .333 12ft 

' 21 .300 14 


Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 
L.A. Lakers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 

Tuesday’s games 

Cleveland 123, Atlanta 114 
Denver 103, Detroit 84 
New York 113, L.A. Lakers 109, OT 
Brooklyn 103, Washington 98 
Dallas 95, San Antonio 89 
Philadelphia 118, Minnesota 112, OT 
Sacramento 99, Phoenix 92 
Wednesday's games 
L.A. Clippers 106, Orlando 95 
Oklahoma City 100, Indiana 95 
Washington 93, Memphis 87 
Boston 124, Denver 118 
Portland 102, Miami 95 
Chicago 103, Utah 100 
New Orleans 115, Milwaukee 108 
Toronto 115, Phoenix 109 
Houston 108, Charlotte 96 
Thursday’s games 
Detroit at Atlanta 
New York at Brooklyn 
L.A. Lakers at Cleveland 
Sacramento at Minnesota 
Dallas at Golden State 

Friday’s games 
Detroit at Indiana 
L.A. Clippers at Washington 
Miami at Charlotte 
Oklahoma City at Philadelphia 
Portland at Orlando 
Brooklyn at Toronto 
Utah at Boston 
Atlanta at Memphis 
Chicago at Milwaukee 
New Orleans at Denver 
San Antonio at Houston 

Saturday’s games 
Portland at Charlotte 
Oklahoma City at New York 
Utah at Cleveland 
L.A. Clippers at Miami 
Milwaukee at Houston 
Phoenix at Minnesota 
Dallas at San Antonio 
Boston at Memphis 

Sunday’s games 
Sacramento at Toronto 
Orlando at Detroit 
Cleveland at Washington 
Indiana at Brooklyn 



Nick Wass/AP 


Wizards guard John Wall (2) 
blocks Memphis Grizzlies 
forward Chandler Parsons on 
Wednesday in Washington. 


Dismal December in Detroit 



Carlos Osorio/AP 


Pistons guard Avery Bradley passes against the Nuggets on Tuesday in Detroit. Denver 
routed the Pistons 103-84, sending Detroit to its seventh consecutive loss. The Pistons had 
been near the top of the Eastern Conference after a surprising 14-6 start to the season. 


Pistons looking for answers 
after 0-7 start to month 

By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 

It’s been a dismal December in Detroit. 

The Pistons are 0-7 this month after a strong 
start to the season in which they racked up a 
number of impressive road victories. That 
spurred them to a 14-6 record and a spot near 
the top of the Eastern Conference after they 
missed the playoffs last season. 

But once December started, the victories 
stopped. Detroit dropped its seventh in a row 
when it was blown out 103-84 at home on 
Tuesday by a Denver team playing without 
Nikola Jokic. 

“I’ve got to find the answers,” coach Stan 
Van Gundy said. “I’m not running from the 
responsibility. This is on me. I selected these 
players, I decide who plays, I decide what we 
run on offense, I decide how we play defense. 
That was an embarrassment tonight. 

“That was extremely bad basketball,” Van 
Gundy added. “That’s one of the worst losses 
I’ve ever had as a coach, and I’ve coached 
850-some games between the regular season 
and the playoffs.” 

One that was hard to see coming when 
the Pistons won at Golden State, Oklahoma 
City, Minnesota and Boston in October and 
November. 

Part of their problem has been a difficult 
schedule that has included games against the 
Spurs, Warriors and Celtics within the last 10 
days. But the Pistons also are misfiring from 
three-point range and Van Gundy sees chem¬ 
istry issues. 

Van Gundy had juggled Detroit’s lineup 
after his starters shot 26 percent (13-for-50) 
in Sunday’s loss to the Boston Celtics. It didn’t 
help. 

Reggie Bullock, inserted for Stanley John¬ 
son, went 3-for-5 from the floor, but the other 
four starters — Tobias Harris, Andre Drum¬ 
mond, Avery Bradley and Reggie Jackson 
— shot 22.6 percent (7-for-31) and turned the 
ball over 15 times. 

“Those four are our best four players, so 
we can’t bench them and expect to win games 
with the other nine guys,” Van Gundy said. 
“We’re in holes too many nights with them 
and I’ve got to find an answer to that. I’m not 
out there running them down, I’m just telling 
you they have to play better.” 

Other games to watch: 

■ San Antonio at Houston, Friday. First 
meeting between two of the West’s best since 
the Spurs eliminated the Rockets in the con¬ 
ference semifinals. 

■ Utah at Boston, Friday. The Jazz lost Gor¬ 
don Hayward to Boston over the summer. The 
Celtics lost him to injury on opening night. 

■ Warriors at Lakers, Monday. Golden 
State’s only road game in a span of 10 games, 
and the defending champs don’t even have to 
leave California for it. 

Homecomings: Paul George struggled on 
homecoming night. 

He still left town with the crown. 

Carmelo Anthony hopes he can be as for¬ 
tunate on Saturday when he makes his first 
appearance at Madison Square Garden since 
being traded this summer. 

It remains to be seen if he gets a similar 
reception as his four-time All-Star team¬ 
mate, who was lustily booed by Pacers fans on 
Wednesday in his first game back in Indiana. 

“I’m happy this circus is over with. Every¬ 
body can move on,” George said after Okla¬ 
homa City’s 100-95 win. “I understood what 
the environment was going to be, so it wasn’t 
a surprise.” 

Wednesday’s loss aside, Indiana and New 


York are winning, bolstered by players they 
acquired for their superstars. As Oklahoma 
City has trudged to a 13-14 record, Pacers and 
Knicks fans beginning to think they won the 
trades. 

Indiana wasn’t eager to deal its All-Star 
forward last spring, but had little choice 
with no commitment he would stay beyond 
this season. So the Pacers shipped him off to 
Oklahoma City in June for Victor Oladipo and 
Domantas Sabonis. 

The Pacers are solidly in the middle of the 
Eastern Conference at 16-12. They average 
108.5 points, eighth in the league, and Oladipo 
was Eastern Conference player of the week 
last week for the second time this season after 
his career-best 47 points on Sunday in a vic¬ 
tory over Denver hiked his average to 24.5 per 
game for the season. 

In New York, Enes Ranter has become the 
starting center, an offensive rebounding force 
and a fan favorite. Doug McDermott, the other 
player in the September trade for Anthony, 
has played an important role off the bench for 


the 14-13 Knicks. 

Of the three teams, the only one that 
wouldn’t be in the playoffs at the moment is 
Oklahoma City. 

Russell Westbrook and his two star side- 
kicks are all shooting around 40 percent, 
and Anthony, at 18 points per game, appears 
headed for the worst offensive season of his 
career. 

Maybe some familiar scenery can finally 
get them going. 

“This is a chance for us to be even closer, 
even tighter, be more connected, because in 
those two arenas that’s all we got,” George 
said. “And we have to play that way.” 

Stat line of the week 

LeBron James, Cleveland: 25 points on 
ll-of-13 shooting, 17 assists in a 123-114 vic¬ 
tory over Atlanta on Tuesday. James had 
a career high in assists but finished with 
seven rebounds, leaving him still one behind 
Larry Bird for sixth in NBA history with 59 
triple-doubles. 
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OLYMPICS 


Attempting to close the gap 



l 

Carlos Osorio/AP 

Finland goalie Noora Raty deflects a shot during the first period of a women’s world hockey championship semifinal game against 
Canada on April 6, in Plymouth, Mich. The United States and Canada have won every gold medal in the Olympics. 


In women’s 
hockey, world 
still chasing 
US, Canada 

By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

WESLEY CHAPEL, Fla. 
inland goalie Noora Raty believes 
her country is closing the gap on 
the United States and Canada in 
women’s hockey. 

She has some proof, too. 

The Finns beat Canada 4-3 on April 1 in 
the preliminary round of the world cham¬ 
pionships. Raty made 35 saves as Finland 
earned its first victory over the Canadians 
in 21 games. 

“It’s tough when the other team has 10 
times the resources we have, but we’re 
doing our best using the resources we have, 
and I think we’re getting there,” Raty said. 
“We know we might lose nine out of 10 
games, but we hope that one game is going 
to be in February. That’s all we need.” 

Ideally, that one win will come again 
with a medal on the line at the 2018 Winter 
Games in South Korea. 

“To beat them on a regular basis is 
against all odds,” Finland coach Pasi Mus- 
tonen said. “But we really believe we can 
take them a certain night, and that’s what 
we are working for.” 

The United States and Canada have 
dominated women’s hockey in the 20 years 
since the sport was added to the Olympics. 

Only three other countries have medals. 
The Americans won the first gold in 1998, 
and the Canadians took the last three. Swe¬ 
den broke up the North American hold with 
silver in 2006 and won bronze in 2002 at 
Salt Lake City. Switzerland earned its first 
medal with bronze in 2014, while Finland 
finished with bronze in 1998 and 2010. 

Finland and Sweden both count on 
strong goalies. China, with Beijing host¬ 
ing the 2022 Winter Games, is busy invest¬ 
ing in the sport and might be the best bet 
to eventually provide a consistent medal 
threat. 

When not playing for Finland, Raty is 
helping grow women’s hockey in China 
playing with Kunlun Red Star. The far- 
flung team in the Canadian Women’s Hock¬ 
ey League has a roster featuring a handful 
of Americans and a Canadian. Raty said 
she believes China has the resources both 
in terms of money and population to chal¬ 
lenge the United States and Canada. 

“Once China decides they want to be 
good at something, they’re going to be good 
at something,” Raty said. “I don’t know if 
five years is going to be enough. But if you 
look at ’26, ’30 Olympics, if they keep doing 
what they’re doing, they can be a power¬ 
house someday. It’s just a matter of fact, of 
getting players involved. I heard our on¬ 
line streams, they had over 100,000 people 
watching our streams. That’s nothing out 
of a billion people, but interest is starting 
to be there.” 

Demand is only a piece of the puzzle. Fi¬ 


nancial resources and a talent pool are also 
key. Add both to a dedicated commitment 
to women’s hockey, and that’s why Canada 
and the United States do so well. 

The Canadians bring together players 
for months before an Olympics for train¬ 
ing, and the Americans started a residen¬ 
cy program in Florida in September. The 
countries also are playing a six-game pre- 


Olympic exhibition schedule, not count¬ 
ing two games in the Four Nations Cup in 
November. 

“The North Americans, they have a pro¬ 
fessional team,” Mustonen said. “We have 
people who have children, who study. We 
aren’t even close to those possibilities, so 
usually what happens (in) the Olympic 
year is the gap widens once again because 


they centralize.” 

Mustonen estimated Finland has about 
4,000 registered hockey players compared 
to the pool of 55,000 in the United States 
and 90,000 in Canada. Half of Finland’s 
players, like Raty, play abroad. For those 
still in Finland, they practice at least three 
times a week with boys teams to mimic 
playing and practicing against the North 
Americans. 

Lief Boork started coaching the Sweden 
women’s team in 2014 after coaching men 
for years. Now he’s coaching players who 
must fit games around their work sched¬ 
ules because bills and family needs often 
come first. That also means cramming 
games into long weekends. 

The Swedes’ travel schedule to the Four 
Nations Cup was so compact that they ar¬ 
rived only hours before their first game. 
They lost 9-0 to Canada. 

Boork noted Sweden also had players 
playing against Canada for the first time. 
The Swedish women’s hockey league has 
about 70 foreign players, including for¬ 
ward Jennifer Wakefield of the Canadian 
national team. 

“We are kind of in between,” Boork said. 
“The girls are doing it very well, but we 
need more experience and more time to 
develop the team to top international hock¬ 
ey. And that’s kind of a financial thing, and 
our federation has to make up their mind 
to understand the level of international 
women’s hockey.” 

Canadian forward Meghan Agosta be¬ 
lieves the North American teams have set 
a high bar for the sport and shown how 
to build a system. She noted parts of the 
world needed time to catch Canada and the 
United States in men’s hockey, too. 

“Now it’s a lot better and the competition 
is totally there and you can never take a 
night off,” Agosta said. “You want to play 
against the best to be the best.” 

The rest of the world keeps trying. 



Carlos Osorio/AP 


Canada forward Rebecca Johnston, left, hits Finland defender Anna Kilponen during 
the second period. Only three countries besides the United States and Canada have 
taken home Olympic medals: Sweden, Finland and Switzerland. 
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Prior's skill put to test in Vegas 


Goalie coach forced to fast-track 
youngsters when Fleury got hurt 


By W.G. Ramirez 

Associated Press 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


The Washington Capitals’ Alexander Semin, left, talks to goalie 
coach Dave Prior during practice on Feb. 7, 2007 in Arlington, Va. 
Prior was brought to Vegas with the hope he would not only work 
with veteran goalie Marc-Andre Fleury but also develop the fledgling 


LAS VEGAS 
ave Prior has a knack 
for fast-tracking goal¬ 
ies to the NHL. 

The analytical and 
strategic mind that helped draft 
and develop 2016 Vezina Trophy 
winner Braden Holtby in Wash¬ 
ington was brought to Vegas with 
hopes he would not only work 
with veteran Marc-Andre Fleury 
but also develop the fledgling 
franchise’s younger netminders. 

Little did Prior know his ex¬ 
pertise would be so thoroughly 
put to the test during the first two 
months of the season. 

After Fleury went down with 
a concussion Oct. 13 and missed 
the next 25 games, the expansion 
Golden Knights have enjoyed a 
historic start thanks in part to 
four goalies who had seen action 
in two combined NHL games be¬ 
fore this season. 

Malcolm Subban, Maxime 
Lagace and Oscar Dansk saw 
most of the action, while Dylan 
Ferguson spent just over nine 
minutes between the pipes. 

And though Fleury lost in his 
696th career start Tuesday night 
against the Carolina Hurricanes 
in his long-anticipated return, 
Vegas is still in second place 
in the Pacific Division with 40 
points, three behind the Los An¬ 
geles Kings. 

“It’s been a fascinating story 
for me as a coach because I 
haven’t been challenged in this 
way before,” Prior said. “I don’t 
think I’ve approached it any dif¬ 
ferent than I have tasks in the 
past. You’re not usually confront¬ 
ed with replacing one guy after 
another after another. I had a lot 
of input into the goaltenders that 


we signed here and took in the ex¬ 
pansion draft. 

“The goalies didn’t let me down. 
I steered them in the direction, 
but they’ve done all the work.” 

The five goalies have a com¬ 
bined .905 save percentage, led 
by Subban, whose .924 save per¬ 
centage ranks eighth among all 
goaltenders with a minimum 
10 games played. Among goal¬ 
ies who have played at least four 
games, Dansk leads the league 
with a .946 save percentage and 
Fleury is ninth at .930. 

Prior said the development of 
his goaltending prospects began 
with a philosophical approach 
in training camp. He knew the 
chemistry was far from what he 
wanted, but he was also pleased 
they had bought into the system 
and that he had earned their 
trust. 

“When these opportunities 
came, it sort of was an opportu¬ 
nity to accelerate the process,” 
Prior said. “You don’t usually get 
to train guys in this environment 
that are in the minors. I believed 
they had the upside to become 
NHL goaltenders. I was just 
hoping the step they were going 
to be good enough to make it to 
No. 1 in the American (Hockey) 
League first, let alone be thrown 
into being the guy who had to 
play in the NHL. They worked 
really hard and bought in and we 
managed to survive the loss of 
Marc-Andre.” 

Without Fleury, the Golden 
Knights were 16-8-1, including a 
stellar 7-1-0 against Pacific Divi¬ 
sion opponents. 

Vegas coach Gerard Gallant 
said he’s left the goaltenders 
alone, avoiding interfering with 
what Prior instilled during train¬ 
ing camp. 


franchise’s younger netminders. 

“I don’t know how he does it. 
He spends a lot of time in video 
with these guys, more than I’ve 
seen in the past,” Gallant said. 
“He’s just focused on them doing 
the right things and playing the 
right way. ... He wants to get the 
best from every goaltender and 
he gets the best confidence of 
every goaltender.” 

Prior acknowledged Gallant’s 
hands-off approach and said it’s 
made it easier to work with Fleu¬ 


ry, develop Subban and teach the 
younger players. 

“I still have always gone about 
my job with the fact that I am the 
person sort of establishing how 
we’re going to play,” Prior said. 
“When you’re having someone 
second-guess your approach, it 
makes it more difficult. I appre¬ 
ciate his hands off. I think if we 
were failing he may be a little 
more involved, but the goalten¬ 
ders have done a good job.” 




Isaac Brekken/AP 


Carolina Hurricanes left wing Phil Di Giuseppe reacts after scoring on Golden Knights goalie Marc-Andre Fleury during a shootout Tuesday. 
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Clemson returns, 
focused on Tide 


By Pete Iacobelli 

Associated Press 

CLEMSON, S.C. — This is 
Clemson coach Dabo Swinney’s 
favorite time of the year — his 
league champion Tigers primed 
for bowl practice and ready to 
chase a national title. 

“This is fun for me,” Swinney 
said Tuesday night. 

The top-ranked Tigers (12-1, 
No. 1 CFP) have had most of the 
past 10 days off since dismantling 
Miami 38-3 to win their third 
straight Atlantic Coast Confer¬ 
ence crown. That brought a third 
consecutive trip to the College 
Football Playoff where they’ll 
face No. 4 Alabama (11-1) for — 
you guessed it — the third year in 
a row in the Sugar Bowl on New 
Year’s Day. 

Swinney said the players need¬ 
ed the break from what was a 
long season striving to match last 
year’s national champions. They 
reconvened Sunday night for a 
brief workout in shorts before 
getting down to the serious busi¬ 
ness of prepping for the Crimson 
Tide. 

“We’ve got a good plan,” Swin¬ 
ney said. 

The Tigers usually do. They 
are 40-3 the past three seasons, 
including one defeat coming to 
Alabama and coach Nick Saban 
in the 2015 title game, 45-40. 
Clemson faced the Tide in the 
final game a year ago, this time 
coming away with 35-31 victory 
with a last-second TD to shock fa¬ 
vored Alabama. 

The winner this time will leave 
with the Sugar Bowl trophy and 
a chance to play for the game’s 
biggest prize — and certainly 
enhance the legacy of a growing 
rivalry between two of the most 
dominant programs of this era. 

The Tigers have played with a 
focus down the stretch that was 
not always as evident earlier. 
They’ve scored at least 31 points 
in their past five games, all vic¬ 
tories. They’ve given up just 16 
total points and one TD in the last 
three, two of them against potent 
offenses in South Carolina and 
the Hurricanes. 

The Tigers were supposed to 
take a dip this season after los¬ 
ing 11 starters from the national 
champions, including All-Ameri¬ 
cans and NFL first-rounders in 



Bob Leverone/AP 


Clemson head coach Dabo 
Swinney, left, talks with 
Kelly Bryant during the ACC 
Championship game. The Tigers 
are returning to practice after 
10 days off. 

quarterback Deshaun Watson 
and receiver Mike Williams. Still, 
Clemson’s back where it’s been 
the past two seasons. 

“These guys just think they 
should win,” Swinney said. 

Receiver Ray-Ray McCloud 
said the Tigers will carry that 
belief into Alabama. McCloud, a 
junior who is third on the team 
with 46 catches, is excited for an¬ 
other chance to play the Crimson 
Tide, but said no matter the op¬ 
ponent, Clemson would prepare 
with the same mentality that’s 
marked their success. Alabama 
is “just another team in the way,” 
he said. 

The time off has given players 
with small injuries and those with 
more significant ones to heal. 
Swinney believes starting line¬ 
backer Tre Lamar and corner- 
back Mark Fields would be ready 
come New Year’s Day. 

One backup who’ll miss the Al¬ 
abama game is linebacker Judah 
Davis, who is out with a knee inju¬ 
ry. Swinney said Davis, the son of 
former Clemson linebacker Jeff 
Davis, could return if the team 
reaches the title game in Atlanta. 

Swinney will juggle workouts 
with his players taking final 
exams this week. They’ll practice 
on campus through Dec. 22 when 
the team will get time off for the 
holidays. The Tigers will recon¬ 
vene Dec. 26 and head to New Or¬ 
leans the next day. 


Saturday’s bowl games 



Las Vegas Bowl 

Boise State (10-3, Mountain West) 
vs Oregon (7-5, Pac-12) 

9:30 p.m. Saturday CET; 

5:30 a.m. Sunday JKT, AFN-Sports2 
Top players: Boise State: QB 
Brett Rypien, 2,515 yards passing, 
14 TDs Oregon: RB Royce Freeman, 
1,475 yards rushing, 16 TDs 
Notable: Boise State: The Bron¬ 
cos avenged a loss to Fresno State the 
week before by beating the Bulldogs 
17-14 in the Mountain West title game. 
Oregon: The Ducks finished the season 
on a two-game winning streak, thrash¬ 
ing Arizona and rival Oregon State to 
reach seven victories in coach Willie 
Taggart’s first season. 

Last Time: Boise State 19, Oregon 
14. (Sept. 3, 2009) 

Bowl history: Boise State: Six¬ 
teenth consecutive bowl appearance, 
tied for sixth-best in the nation with 
Wisconsin. Oregon: Twelfth bowl ap¬ 
pearance in the last 13 years, third ap¬ 
pearance in Las Vegas Bowl. 



Camellia Bowl 

Middle Tennessee (6-6, 4-4 C-USA) 
vs. Arkansas St. (7-4, 6-2 Sun Belt) 
Montgomery, Ala. 

2 a.m. Sunday CET; 

10 a.m. Sunday JKT, AFN-Sports 2 
Top players: Middle Tennessee: 
S Javonte Moffat leads the team with 
95 tackles. Arkansas State: QB Justice 
Hansen has broken Ryan Aplin’s school 
single-season passing record with 
3,630 yards. He has also thrown a Sun 
Belt-record 34 touchdown passes. 

Notable: Middle Tennessee: Went 
3-1 after QB Brent Stockstill, the 
school’s career passing leader, returned 
after missing six games with an injury. 
Arkansas State: Ja’Von Rolland-Jones 
needs one more sack to break the ca¬ 
reer FBS record of 44 held by Terrell 
Suggs and Jonathan Peterson. Ended 
regular season with a 32-25 loss to 
Troy on a TD with 17 seconds left with 
a share of the Sun Belt title on the line. 

Last time: Arkansas State won 
45-0 on Dec. 1, 2012. 

Bowl history: Middle Tennessee: 
Bowl eligible for the sixth straight year; 
3-7 all-time in bowl appearances with 
four straight losses. Arkansas State: 
Seventh consecutive bowl berth and 
eighth overall, going 3-4. 


New Orleans Bowl 

North Texas (9-4, 7-1 C-USA) 
vs. Troy (10-2, 7-1 Sun Belt) 

7 p.m. Saturday CET; 

3 a.m. Sunday JKT, AFN-Sports 

Top players: North Texas: QB 
Mason Fine. He’s thrown for 3,749 
yards, 28 touchdowns and 13 inter¬ 
ceptions this season. Seven different 
receivers have caught at least 24 pass¬ 
es. Troy: LB Tron Folsom. He leads the 
team with 77 tackles and also has nine 
tackles for a loss and an interception. 

Notable: North Texas: The Mean 
Green set several single-season pro¬ 
gram records, including scoring, total 
offense, passing yards and passing 
touchdowns. They won eight of their 
last 10 games. Troy: The Trojans’ big¬ 
gest moment of the season was when 
they beat LSU 24-21 on Sept. 30. 

Last time: Troy has won eight of 
10 vs. North Texas. 

Bowl history: North Texas is in its 
10th bowl game and has 3-6 record in 
previous bowls. Troy is in its seventh 
bowl game and has a 3-3 record. 



Celebration Bowl 

Grambling (11-1, 7-0 SWAC) vs. 

N. Carolina A&T (11-0, 8-0 ME AC) 
Atlanta 

6 p.m. Saturday CET; 

2 a.m. Sunday JKT, AFN-Sports2 

Top players: Grambling: QB 

DeVante Kincade. The senior has thrown 
for 2,680 yards, 21 TDs and just three 
interceptions in 12 games this season. 
He’s also run for six TDs. North Carolina 
A&T: QB Lamar Raynard. He’s a major 
reason for the Aggies’ undefeated sea¬ 
son, and has thrown for 2,707 yards, 
26 TDs and just five interceptions. 

Notable: Grambling: The Tigers 
haven’t lost a game against SWAC 
competition since 2015. Since then, 
Grambling has won 18 straight. North 
Carolina A&T: The Aggies’ coach is Rod 
Broadway, who coached at Grambling 
from 2007 to 2010 and led the Tigers 
to a SWAC Championship in 2008. 

Last time: North Carolina A&T 
beat Grambling 17-12 in 1996. Gram¬ 
bling is 4-3 in the all-time series. 

Bowl history: Grambling: Second 
appearance in the Celebration Bowl, 
won it in 2016. North Carolina A&T: 
Second appearance in the Celebration 
Bowl, won it in 2015. 


Cure Bowl 

Georgia State (6-5, 5-3 Sun Belt) 

vs. W. Kentucky (6-6, 4-4 C-USA) 
Orlando, Fla. 

Top players: Georgia State: WR 

Penny Hart. The sophomore leads 
the Sun Belt with a school-record 73 
receptions for 1,094 yards and eight 
touchdowns. Western Kentucky: QB 
Mike White. The Senior Bowl invitee 
leads Conference USA in total offense 
(300.3 yards per game). 

Notable: Georgia State: RB Glenn 
Smith is one of just three active FBS 
players with at least 1,000 yards rush¬ 
ing, 1,000 receiving and 1,000 return 
yards in his career. Western Kentucky: 
The Hilltoppers are one of 11 teams in 
FBS with five or more receivers that 
have 25 or more catches. 

Last time: Western Kentucky won 
44-28 in a 2013 regular-season game. 

Bowl history: Georgia State is 
making only its second bowl appear¬ 
ance. The Panthers lost 27-16 to San 
Jose State in the 2015 Cure Bowl. 
Western Kentucky is 4-1. 



New Mexico Bowl 

Colorado St. (7-5, Mountain West) 
vs Marshall (7-5, C-USA) 
Albuquerque, N.M 
Top players: Colorado State: QB 

Nick Stevens, 3,479 yards passing, 
27 TDs. Marshall: QB Chase Litton, 
2,853 yards passing, 23 TDs 
Notable: Colorado State: Beat San 
Jose State 42-14 in regular-season fi¬ 
nale, snapping a three-game losing 
streak. Marshall: The Thundering Herd 
dropped four of their last five games 
after a 6-1 start. 

Last time: First meeting. 

Bowl history: Colorado State: 
Fifth straight bowl appearance. The 
Rams are 1-3 in the previous games. 
Marshall: The Herd last played in a 
bowl in 2015, beating UConn 16-10 in 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 

— Associated Press 


Malzahn, No. 7 Auburn set for Peach Bowl preparations 


Asspociated Press 

AUBURN, Ala. — Flush with a new 
long-term deal, Auburn coach Gus Mal¬ 
zahn likes where his program stands long¬ 
term and where the Tigers are headed in 
the near future. 

Malzahn’s seventh-ranked Tigers are 
set to begin preparation Friday for the 
Peach Bowl against No. 10 UCF (12-0, No. 
12 College Football Playoffs) in their sec¬ 
ond straight New Year’s Day bowl game. 


He got a seven-year deal after being court¬ 
ed by Arkansas, his home state team, and 
defensive coordinator Kevin Steele is also 
expected to stay put after interviewing for 
the head coaching job at Tennessee. 

The Tigers (10-3, No. 7) return to Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz Stadium, where they lost 28-7 
to No.3 Georgia in the Southeastern Con¬ 
ference championship game with a playoff 
spot on the line. They’ll also open there 
next season against Washington. 

Auburn won the last five games of the 


regular season, including double-digit 
victories over playoff-bound Georgia and 
Alabama. The Tigers didn’t fare nearly so 
well in the rematch with the Bulldogs with 
injuries hitting tailback Kerryon Johnson 
and key defenders Carlton Davis and Tre’ 
Williams. 

“We had three emotional and physical 
games down the stretch that we just had 
to figure out a way to overcome,” Malzahn 
said. “I will tell you this, our team will learn 
from that game. A chance to play another 


game in the same arena I think is big. Our 
team will be extremely hungry and that’s 
exciting to me.” 

The Tigers will be once again without 
tailback Kamryn Pettway, who remains 
out with a fractured shoulder blade. He 
said he’ll know more about the status of 
Johnson’s injured right shoulder and other 
players recovering from injuries once bowl 
practice starts. He said Johnson didn’t re¬ 
quire surgery. 
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Struggles in red zone have cost Chiefs 



Charlie Riedel/AP 


Kansas City Chiefs kicker Harrison Butker kicks a 53-yard field goal 
against the Oakland Raiders last week. Butker had never kicked 28 
field goals in a season. He has that many for the Chiefs, even though 
he hasn’t spent the entire season with them. Good for him. Not so 
good for a team that keeps struggling to score touchdowns. 


By Dave Skretta 

Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The 
Kansas City Chiefs thought they 
had a touchdown when Travis 
Kelce hauled in a 10-yard pass 
from Alex Smith early in the sec¬ 
ond quarter of last Sunday’s vic¬ 
tory over Oakland. 

They wound up with a field 
goal. 

The touchdown was wiped 
out when right tackle Mitchell 
Schwartz had wandered too far 
downfield, and a pair of incom¬ 
plete passes bookending a sack by 
Khalil Mack nixed the drive. 

The Chiefs had to call upon 
Harrison Butker for a 33-yard 
field goal for a 16-0 lead — the lat¬ 
est prime example of their futility 
when it comes to executing in the 
red zone. 

Butker wound up kicking four 
field goals in the 26-15 victory 
over the Raiders, the fourth time 
in 10 games the rookie has at¬ 
tempted at least that many. Twice 
he’s gone 5-for-5 in a game. 

“We would have loved to not 
have kicked so many field goals,” 
Chiefs quarterback Alex Smith 
said. “We’ve been moving the ball 
really well. ... Had a lot of drives 
that for whatever reason — the 
missed opportunities and nega¬ 
tive plays in the red zone. We had 
chances I think to make plays and 
didn’t.” 

That’s been a trend for the 
Chiefs the past couple of years. 

They’re only converting 44.44 
percent of their trips inside the 
20-yard line into touchdowns this 
season, a modest decrease over 
the 47.37 percent of last season. 
That ranks 28th in the league, and 
is a far cry from the 67.39 percent 
of touchdowns that the Philadel¬ 
phia Eagles have scored. 

Oh, those Eagles are coached 
by former Chiefs offensive co¬ 
ordinator Doug Pederson. That 
adds a bit of insult to injury. 

Smith has been asked about the 
Chiefs’ red zone woes before, and 



Los Angeles Chargers (7-6) 
at Kansas City Chiefs (7-6) 

AFN-Sports 
2:25 a.m. Sunday CET 
10:25 a.m. Sunday JKT 


he points out the inherent trouble 
in scoring close to the goal line. 

The field gets compressed and 
a team that prefers to spread 
the field has a harder time ac¬ 
complishing the goal, making it 
harder to get the ball across the 
goal line. 

That issue is compounded by 
the Chiefs’ personnel. They have 
undersized speedsters such as 
Tyreek Hill and Albert Wilson 
at wide receiver, but none of the 
big, lanky wide receivers that 
would allow Smith to chuck the 
ball in the corner of the end zone 
in a one-on-one matchup with a 
cornerback. 

By the numbers 


Their biggest threat in the red 
zone is Kelce, their All-Pro tight 
end, and rarely does he drop a 
pass or come up short of the end 
zone. But he did both last Sunday, 
the drop leading to a field goal. 

“There were two drives where 
we ended up with field goals 
where I could have gotten in 
the end zone and helped out the 
team,” said Kelce, his own big¬ 
gest critic. “That’s the kind of ac¬ 
countability I put on myself to do 
better. And I will.” 

It’s not just Kelce, though. It’s 
an offense-wide issue, one that 
has cost them dearly. 

The Chiefs were 3-for-3 in the 
red zone in their season-opening 
rout of New England, and they 
were 2-for-3 in a win the following 
week against the Eagles. All told, 
they are 13-for-24 scoring touch¬ 
downs in the red zone in their 
seven wins, good for 54 percent 
— solidly middle of the pack. 

In their six losses? The Chiefs 
are 3-for-12 in the red zone. 

Chiefs coach Andy Reid opts 
to take a positive spin on the 
struggles. He correctly points 
out that his young kicker is doing 
“phenomenal,” ensuring they 
get at least something out of 


those drives. And even when the 
Chiefs have come up empty, they 
have kept their heads down and 
worked. 

“We’ve got an All-Pro tight end 
who doesn’t drop very many balls 
and he had a drop. Nobody hung 
their head, he didn’t hang his 
head,” Reid said after the Raid¬ 
ers game. 

“He got back in and had anoth¬ 
er big catch. We left some points 
on the field. Nobody flinched with 


it, they just kept going.” 

Still, the Chiefs know they can’t 
keep leaving points on the board, 
especially with the streaking Los 
Angeles Chargers coming to town 
Saturday night for a matchup of 
AFC West leaders. 

“Offensively, I think we’re 
feeling really good where we’re 
at right now,” Smith said. “Obvi¬ 
ously the ramifications will be 
big, no question. The stakes will 
be high.” 


13 

The number of 
FG attempts 
between 30-39 
yards by Chiefs 
kicker Harrison 
Butker, which is 
tied for the most 
in the NFL. 


The number of 
games Butker 
has attempted at 
least three FGs. 
In those games, 
he has missed 
just one 
attempt. 


44 

Percentage of 
Chiefs’ drives 
into the red zone 
in which they 
have scored a 
TD, which ranks 
28th in the 
league. 


SOURCE: AP, NFL.cc 


Late drives allow Lions to keep playoff hopes alive 



Jason Behnken/AP 


Detroit’s Quandre Diggs, right, 
celebrates with cornerback 
Darius Slay Jr. after an 
interceptionon Sunday. 


By Larry Lage 
Associated Press 

ALLEN PARK, Mich. — The 
Detroit Lions have hopes of mak¬ 
ing the playoffs for at least anoth¬ 
er week. 

Perhaps fittingly, they did it 
by making enough plays late in a 
game to win. 

Detroit ended its second los¬ 
ing streak of two or more games 
this season, going 49 yards to set 
up Matt Prater’s 46-yard field 
goal to beat Tampa Bay 24-21 last 
Sunday. 

In Jim Caldwell’s four seasons, 
the Lions lead the league with 20 
wins on drives in the fourth quar¬ 
ter or overtime. 

“The biggest thing is they are 
not daunted by some huge task 
and adversity,” Caldwell said 
Monday. “They use it more as a 
friend than a foe.” 



Chicago Bears (4-9) 
at Detroit Lions (7-6) 

AFN-Sports 

10:30 p.m. Saturday CET 
6:30 a.m. Sunday JKT 


Detroit (7-6) faces Chicago (4- 
9) at home Saturday, aiming to 
close the regular season strong 
enough to stay in postseason 
contention. 

The Lions will have to win their 
next three games and get some 
— or a lot — of help to reach the 
playoffs for the second straight 
time and third overall under 


Caldwell. 

Carolina (9-4), New Orleans (9- 
4) and Atlanta (8-5) are all ahead 
of them in the NFC, and they all 
beat Detroit to own a potential 
tiebreaker. 

Detroit’s best chance to beat 
the Bears, win at Cincinnati and 
defeat Green Bay at home is to 
protect quarterback Matthew 
Stafford as well as it did against 
the Buccaneers. 

Stafford was not sacked for the 
first time in a game this season. 
He was sacked 13 times the pre¬ 
vious four games and stepped on 
once, leading to him throwing 
with a banged-up hand. 

“Matthew’s been incredible in 
that sense,” Caldwell said. “Tough. 
Hard-nosed. Quick healer. And 
when he doesn’t heal exactly like 
you’d want to and feel great, he 
finds a way to play through them 
and play well through them. So, 


that’s an unusual trait.” 

Stafford usually doesn’t have 
much of a running game, forc¬ 
ing him to throw a lot and lately 
he has been very accurate in the 
one-dimensional offense that re¬ 
lies on his right arm. 

He is the first NFL player to 
complete at least 80 percent of his 
passes in consecutive road games 
with at least 29 attempts. Against 
Tampa Bay, he was 36-for-44 and 
his 81.8 percent completion rate 
tied for the third-best by an NFL 
player with at least 44 passes in 
a game. 

“Our guys on the training staff 
did an unbelievable job helping 
me out getting this feeling as good 
as I possibly could,” Stafford said. 
“Our guys did a great job of keep¬ 
ing me upright and they allowed 
me to sit in there and throw the 
ball around and make the game 
feel pretty good.” 
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Foies not your 
ordinary backup 

Former Eagles starter is uniquely 
suited to replace injured QB Wentz 



Kelvin Kuo/AP 


Philadelphia quarterback Nick Foies looks to pass against the Rams during the second half of Sunday’s 
game in Los Angeles. Foies rallied the Eagles to a 43-35 win against the Rams by guiding the offense to 
field goals on consecutive drives after starter Carson Wentz went down with a knee injury. 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated. Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Nick 
Foies is stepping into a pressure 
situation with a team that has 
enormous expectations in a city 
desperate for its first Super Bowl 
title. 

He’s no ordinary backup 
quarterback. 

Foies had tremendous success 
as a starter for the Philadelphia 
Eagles in 2013 and he experienced 
failure as the No. 1 quarterback for 
the St. Louis Rams in 2015. He’s 
won an offensive MVP award at a 
Pro Bowl, been traded, released 
and contemplated retirement. 

Now, he’s the man leading the 
NFC East champions. 

Foies is no Carson Wentz, who 
was having an MVP-caliber sea¬ 
son before he tore his left ACL. 
But, he’s a capable quarterback 
who won’t be overwhelmed by the 
spotlight. 

“He’s matured as a quarter¬ 
back, his leadership ability, his 
understanding of our offense, of 
defenses,” Eagles coach Doug 
Pederson said Wednesday. “We 
always knew he was a smart, in¬ 
tellectual quarterback.” 

Pederson was here was an as¬ 
sistant when former coach Andy 
Reid selected Foies in the third 
round of the 2012 draft. Foies 
started six games that season for 
a 4-12 team. 


He began 2013 as the backup to 
Michael Vick in Chip Kelly’s first 
season in Philly. Foies replaced 
Vick after he was injured in Octo¬ 
ber, had a sensational season and 
led the Eagles to their most recent 
playoff appearance — a home loss 
to New Orleans. 

Foies threw 27 TDs and only 
two picks in 10 starts and posted a 
passer rating of 119.2, third-high- 
est in league history. He tied an 
NFL record with seven TD passes 
in a game at Oakland in November 
2013. 

Foies wasn’t quite as spectacu¬ 
lar in 2014, but the Eagles were 6- 
2 in his eight starts. He tossed 13 
TDs, 10 interceptions and missed 
the final eight games after break¬ 
ing his collarbone. 

Kelly traded him to St. Louis for 
Sam Bradford in March 2015 and 
Foies went 4-7 on a 7-9 team. He 
was released by the Rams and re¬ 
united with Reid in Kansas City as 
Alex Smith’s backup. Foies filled 
in nicely when Smith was injured 
last season and led the Chiefs to a 
victory in his only start. 

He returned to Philadelphia to 
back up Wentz on an $11 million, 
two-year contract. 

“I think with experience and 
age, you gain knowledge and wis¬ 
dom,” Foies said. 

“Obviously life changes and 
you just sort of see the game a 
little more clearly. Even stepping 


into the game like the other night, 
you’re in the fourth quarter, you’re 
on the road, it’s a big game. 

“And you really just go back to 
your training, you go back to your 
experiences in life. You know how 
to sort of live in that moment to ex¬ 
ecute the plays to help your team 
win.” 

Foies rallied the Eagles to a 43- 
35 win against the Los Angeles 
Rams by guiding the offense to 
field goals on consecutive drives 
after Wentz went down. 

He’ll get his first start at the 
New York Giants (2-11) on Sun¬ 


day against an aggressive de¬ 
fense led by interim coach Steve 
Spagnuolo. 

The Eagles can secure a first- 
round bye with a win. They’ll lock 
up the NFC’s No. 1 seed with two 
wins in their final three games or 
one win and one loss by the Vi¬ 
kings (10-3). 

“It starts with that chemistry,” 
Foies said. “The teams that I have 
been on that have been really good 
have had that, and this is one of 
them.” 

While Foies doesn’t possess 
Wentz’s scrambling ability and 


elusiveness, the Eagles don’t 
plan to change their offense. But 
coaches wouldn’t say otherwise. 
It would make sense to rely more 
on a strong running game led by 
Jay Ajayi, LeGarrette Blount and 
Corey Clement. 

“Certainly it starts at quarter¬ 
back, but it’s really built around all 
the talent that we have on offense,” 
offensive coordinator Frank Reich 
said. “So we’re full-steam ahead.” 

Wentz had surgery to repair his 
ACL on Wednesday. Players typi¬ 
cally need between nine and 12 
months to return to the field. 


Offense: Back at full strength, Steelers eager to face Patriots 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Martavis Bryant missed both games last 
season while serving a yearlong suspension. 
Ben Roethlisberger sat out a 27-16 regular- 
season home loss to the Patriots last fall 
while recovering from a knee injury. 

Neither Bell nor Bryant played in the 
2015 season opener in New England after 
running afoul of league policy. 

This time around Pittsburgh has no 
health issues, no discipline issues and no 
excuses. The unit that spent a large portion 
of September and October searching for a 
rhythm it has found over the past month. 

The Steelers are averaging 33.25 points 
over their past four games, including 39 
last Sunday night against Baltimore that 
clinched Pittsburgh’s third division title 
in four years and seemed to answer any 
lingering questions about Roethlisberger’s 
commitment level. 

The 35-year-old who looked every bit his 
age while throwing five picks in a loss to 
Jacksonville that no longer looks as sur¬ 
prising as it did at the time became the 
first player in NFL history to throw for 500 
yards three times when he lit up the NFL’s 
third-ranked pass defense for 506 and two 
touchdowns. 

Roethlisberger just laughed Wednesday 
when asked if he needed to ice his right 



Don Wright/A P 


Pittsburgh running back LeVeon 
Bell, center is sandwiched by Ravens 
linebackers C.J. Mosley, right, and Matt 
Judon. The Steelers are averaging 33.25 
points over the last four games, including 
39 on Sunday against Baltimore. 


arm after throwing a franchise-record 66 
times against the Ravens and downplayed 
the idea he had a point to prove after get¬ 
ting off to a slow start. His production re¬ 
lies heavily on the moving parts around 
him. And he knows it. 

“I’m only going to be as good as the line 
is playing and receivers are catching,” Ro¬ 
ethlisberger said. “When we’re all click¬ 
ing, things are going for everybody.” 

Of course, it helps when Roethlisberger 
has everybody at his disposal. That wasn’t 
the case in Foxborough in January when 
Roethlisberger found himself throwing to 
Cobi Hamilton and Sammie Coates, both 
of whom are no longer around. 

It wasn’t even the case against the Ra¬ 
vens. Wide receiver JuJu Smith-Schuster 
watched at home wearing a helmet while 
serving a one-game suspension for an ille¬ 
gal blindside hit against Cincinnati’s Von- 
taze Burfict. It was a learning experience 
for Smith-Schuster in more ways than one. 

While Smith-Schuster pledged to be 
more mindful going forward and stressed 
the taunting penalty he drew for standing 
over Burfict is not who he is, he also be¬ 
came acutely aware of how effective the 
Steelers can be without him. 

Roethlisberger connected with seven 
players during Pittsburgh’s eighth straight 


victory. And while Antonio Brown put up 
his weekly eye-popping numbers (11 re¬ 
ceptions for 213 yards), tight end Jesse 
James caught a career-high 10 passes. 

Even fullback Rosie Nix got in on it, pull¬ 
ing down the first touchdown of his career 
in the fourth quarter when he made a grab 
in the end zone over Baltimore safety Tony 
Jefferson. 

“I was like, ‘Everybody is eating, where’s 
my plate?”’ Smith-Schuster said. “Ben is 
on fire right now.” 

He may have to be if the Steelers want 
to lock down home-field advantage in the 
AFC playoffs. Roethlisberger showed his 
frustration with a lack of playmakers after 
losing the championship game. 

The Steelers responded by making 
Brown the highest-paid wide receiver in 
the league, drafting Smith-Schuster in the 
second round of the draft and welcoming 
the talented if mercurial Bryant back into 
the fold. 

Patriots coach Bill Belichick has built a 
Hall of Fame career by finding one option 
on the other team and doing what it takes 
to neutralize him. 

Even he’s aware that Pittsburgh has as 
many options as any team in the league. 
He called Bell, the league’s leading rusher, 
“almost impossible to stop.” 
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Ravens pledge not to take Browns lightly 


There’s never a guaranteed win in the 
NFL. You treat every team the same no 
matter what their record is. 9 

Marlon Humphrey 

Ravens rookie cornerback, on playing the winless Cleveland Browns 


Ravens defensive back Marlon Humphrey, right, celebrates an 
interception against the Lions on Dec. 3. As a member of the 
Alabama football team, Humphrey learned not to underestimate 
the underdogs. Now he finds himself in a similar situation entering 
Sunday’s game against the winless Cleveland Browns. 


By David Ginsburg 

Associated. Press 

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — As 
a member of the Alabama foot¬ 
ball team, Marlon Humphrey 
knew what to expect against non¬ 
league foes such as Mercer and 
Kent State. 

“We played a lot of teams that 
we definitely should easily run 
over,” Humphrey recalled. 

Now a rookie starting comer- 
back with the Baltimore Ravens, 
Humphrey finds himself in a 
seemingly similar situation en¬ 
tering Sunday’s game against the 
winless Cleveland Browns. 

The Ravens (7-6) are chasing 
a playoff berth. The Browns CO- 
13) are trying to avoid becoming 
the second 0-16 team in NFL his¬ 
tory. In addition, Baltimore is 17- 
2 against Cleveland under coach 
John Harbaugh, having won four 
straight and six of seven in the 
lopsided series. 

To Humphrey, this must seem 
like Alabama-Chattanooga all 
over again. 

Guess again. 

“The difference between then 
and now is that any team can beat 
you in the NFL. That’s one of the 
things I learned pretty quickly,” 
Humphrey said Wednesday. 
“You go into a game and think, 
‘We should beat this team,’ and 
then you end up coming up short. 
There’s never a guaranteed win 


in the NFL. You treat every team 
the same, no matter what their 
record is.” 

It is a lesson the Ravens learned 
in 2007 under coach Brian Billick. 
Facing the 0-13 Miami Dolphins 
on the road, Baltimore came out 
flat and lost 22-16 in overtime. 

The defeat probably cost Bil¬ 
lick his job. He was fired after 
that 5-11 season despite guiding 
Baltimore to a Super Bowl win in 
2000. 

Ravens linebacker Terrell 
Suggs was a member of that Ra¬ 
vens team. He vividly remembers 
the loss, most notably the game¬ 
winning TD pass yielded by safe¬ 
ty Ed Reed. 

“Ed Reed, nine out of 10 times 
he’s right,” Suggs said. “He was 
just wrong on that one.” 

Suggs hasn’t shared his rec¬ 
ollection of that embarrassing 
loss with his current teammates 
— yet. 

“I didn’t bring it up, but maybe 
it’s something to put in their ear,” 
Suggs said. “We’re competitors. 
We’re expecting Cleveland’s 


best shot. We’re not taking them 
lightly.” 

The Ravens need to win their 
last three games to be assured 
an AFC wild-card slot, and Har¬ 
baugh couldn’t give a hoot about 
Cleveland’s desperate bid to avoid 
finishing winless. 

“Their motivation is not really 
a concern of ours. It’s our motiva¬ 
tion that we’re concerned with, 
and we have a lot to play for,” 
Harbaugh said. 

Browns coach Hue Jackson, 
a former assistant in Baltimore, 
knows too well that Harbaugh 
won’t let the Ravens’ 39-38 loss 
to Pittsburgh last Sunday night 
— or Cleveland’s record — alter 
the Ravens’ preparation for this 
game. 

“That’s not John’s style,” Jack- 
son said. “John’s a week-to-week 
guy, and last week is over. He 
knows they’re playing a pro team 
at our venue, so he’s going to have 
those guys ready to go.” 

It’s the playoffs or bust, and the 
journey begins in Cleveland. 

“It would be no different than 


playing any other team in the 
league at this point of the sea¬ 
son,” safely Eric Weddle said. 
“We need a win to keep our play¬ 
off hopes alive. It just happens to 
be Cleveland.” 

Although Baltimore’s three- 
game winning streak ended 
Sunday night, the Ravens can’t 
complain about where they stand 
with three weeks to go. 

“We definitely are fortunate 
and are very hungry and feel good 
about where we are,” quarterback 


Joe Flacco said. “It could be bet¬ 
ter for us at this point, but we’re 
excited about the opportunity.” 

Alex Collins made his Ravens 
debut against the Browns on 
Sept. 17, rushing seven times for 
42 yards in a 24-10 victory. He’s 
a starter now, and wise enough to 
know that Cleveland is going to 
give Baltimore its best shot. 

“I know they’re going to be com¬ 
ing at us,” Collins said, “so we’re 
going to do the same thing.” 


Rams still in control of NFC West fate after loss 




Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Rams wide receiver Cooper Kupp scores ahead of Eagles cornerback Jalen Mills 
during the first half Sunday in Los Angeles. 


By Dan Greenspan 

Associated Press 

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. — The Los 
Angeles Rams have not lost consecutive 
games this season under Sean McVay, 
something the first-year coach attributes 
to the team’s mental toughness. 

That resolve will be tested this week 
against the Seattle Seahawks after Sun¬ 
day’s 43-35 loss to the Philadelphia Eagles, 
a seven-day span that could decide whether 
the Rams host a playoff game for the first 
time since the 2003 season in St. Louis. 

“The thing that you have liked about 
this team so much is they have always re¬ 
sponded the right way after we haven’t got¬ 
ten the outcomes that we like,” McVay said 
Monday. “I think we are a mentally tough 
team. We are a connected team that stays 
together. We’ll respond and bounce back 
the right way.” 

A win over the Eagles would have given 
the Rams (9-4) a two-game lead in the NFC 
West over the Seahawks, who lost 30-24 at 
the Jacksonville Jaguars. Seattle holds the 
head-to-head tiebreaker after its 16-10 win 
in Los Angeles on Oct. 8. 

The Rams also could have gained a tie¬ 
breaker over the Eagles in the push for a 
first-round bye. They hold the edge over 
the NFC South-leading New Orleans Saints 
thanks to a 26-20 win on Nov. 26. 

Instead, the division title could easily 
come down to the outcome in Seattle. A 
loss would leave the Rams needing the Se¬ 
ahawks to lose at least one of their final two 
games. 

Facing the Seahawks might be the best 
way to get over a loss in a playoff-type 
atmosphere. 


“We’ve got a great 
opportunity with the 
things that took place 
yesterday to still be 
in first place in our 
division and go to a 
great Seattle team 
and get a chance to 
try to go win our 10th 
game and try to stay 
on top in the divi¬ 
sion,” McVay said. 
“It’s going to be a great 
challenge. There’s still 
a lot to play for. In spite of the disappoint¬ 
ing outcome, our guys certainly aren’t 
discouraged.” 

The Rams will head to the Pacific North¬ 
west with injury concerns on the offensive 
line and at defensive back. Left tackle 
Andrew Whitworth and right tackle Rob 
Havenstein are both dealing with MCL 
sprains that McVay described as “mild.” 
Whitworth returned to the game after get¬ 
ting hurt in the first half. Havenstein left 
early in the fourth quarter. 

“They’ll be day to day,” McVay said. 
“Fortunately for us, it didn’t result in some¬ 
thing that was going to be season-ending.” 

To address their secondary after losing 
cornerback Kayvon Webster for the sea¬ 
son with a ruptured Achilles tendon, the 
Rams re-signed cornerback Dominique 
Hatfield to the practice squad. Hatfield, an 
undrafted rookie who has appeared in 11 
games, was waived from the active roster 
on Saturday. 

There was a bit of positive news, as cor¬ 
nerback Trumaine Johnson is not in concus¬ 
sion protocol. Instead, it was a stinger that 
knocked Johnson out against the Eagles. 


I ' We’ll 
respond 
and bounce 
back the 
right way . f 

Sean McVay 

Rams coach 
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Cornerback conflicts 


Tensions between position, wide receivers have led to high-profile flare-ups this season 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

W hen the Jalen Ramsey vs. A. J. 

Green, and Aqib Talib vs. Mi¬ 
chael Crabtree in-game tus¬ 
sles played out, Pro Football 
Hall of Fame defensive back Ronnie Lott 
thought back to advice he received decades 
ago, before his San Francisco 49ers faced 
the Dallas Cowboys. 

“A buddy of mine, Dennis Thurman, who 
played for the Cowboys, called me up be¬ 
fore we played them and said, ‘Do not get 
into a talking match with (receivers) Butch 
Johnson or Drew Pearson.’ So I didn’t. He 
was like, ‘Stay focused on the game,’ ” Lott 
said. “I’m sure that some coach or some¬ 
body said, ‘Don’t get caught up in that’ to 
the guys involved in things this season. 

“Whatever the coaches said didn’t 
work.” 

Seems conflicts between cornerbacks 
and wideouts are simply unavoidable. It 
is a unique dynamic in NFL games week 
after week: On play after play, they match 
up 1-on-l, with plenty of grabbing and 
shoving and, yes, yapping mixed in. The 
tension escalates, especially if one is really 
outplaying the other. 

“It can be like an Ali-Frazier moment,” 
said Lott, a cornerback and safety from 
1981-94. “My rookie year, I remember hav¬ 
ing confrontations. They could be around 
the biggest or the littlest thing.” 

Broncos cornerback Talib and Raiders 
receiver Crabtree served one-week sus¬ 
pensions after getting into a fight during a 
game — a reprise of their skirmish last sea¬ 
son. Both times, Talib ripped a gold chain 
off Crabtree’s neck. In another much-dis¬ 
cussed episode, Jacksonville’s Ramsey 
and Cincinnati’s Green were ejected after 
a clash that looked straight out of a wres¬ 
tling ring. 

“There’s a lot of passion and emotions 
out of those two positions. It happens a lot 
in training camp and things like that, same 
deal,” Minnesota Vikings receiver Adam 
Thielen said. “Even when you’re going 
against your own teammates, it brings a lot 
of emotion out of you, especially when you’re 
a competitor and you don’t like to lose.” 

The two episodes this season brought to 
mind other high-profile dustups. Josh Nor¬ 
man vs. Odell Beckham Jr. Or Andre John¬ 
son vs. Cortland Finnegan. 

These spats are at least in part a result 
of what Redskins cornerback Norman 
describes as a world of constant chatter, 
gamesmanship and one-upmanship. 

“If you stop them, you come back and 
say something. Then they catch the ball, 
and they come back and say something. 
You play sound, fundamental defense and 
you get aggressive with guys. They don’t 
like it and they push back. You push back,” 
Norman said. “And before you know it, 
there you go.” 

He was a Panthers cornerback in 2015 
when he engaged in a violent back-and- 
forth with Giants receiver Beckham. 

Norman sees these CB vs. WR flare-ups 
through the prism of his job, which he says 
is made harder by the NFL’s anti-defense 
rules and officiating. 

“They don’t want defenders to be suc¬ 
cessful. And [fans] don’t want a guy to stop 
their man that they put in fantasy football. 
When we do, we’re the ‘worst ever.’ We’re 
‘trash.’ But if we let someone catch the ball, 
we’re ‘trash,’ too. It’s ridiculous,” Norman 
said. “We can’t win as defensive backs. It’s 
not set up for us to. But when we do win, 




Above: Denver Broncos cornerback 
Aqib Talib, left, fights Oakland Raiders 
wide receiver Michael Crabtree during 
a Nov. 26 game in Oakland, Calif. 

Right: Cincinnati Bengals cornerback 
Josh Shaw, left, shoves Washington 
Redskins wide receiver Pierre Garcon. 
The dynamic between cornerbacks and 
wideouts is a unique one in the league, 
with plenty of grabbing, shoving and 
trash-talking on every play. 

and there is that little success that we have 
for ourselves, then we need to show it. Like, 
‘Look! Take that!”’ 

Players on both sides of the ball say the 
physical and mental back-and-forth both 
contribute to bad feelings. 

“There’s a lot that goes out there on 
the field that’s behind the scenes,” Raid¬ 
ers cornerback TJ Carrie said. “You re¬ 
ally don’t pay attention to it until there’s an 
altercation.” 

Whether it’s a cornerback constantly 
jamming a receiver off the line, or a run¬ 
blocking wideout doing the shoving, those 
plays add up. That’s aside from when a re¬ 
ceiver isn’t getting his catches, or even his 
targets. Or a DB keeps giving up gains. 

It all can lead to frustration — and lash¬ 
ing out. 

“It’s been going on for centuries,” Cardi¬ 
nals receiver Larry Fitzgerald said. 

He knows some defenders will “try to 
add unnecessary brutality to the game,” he 
said, and there’s no way to avoid that. 

But when it comes to trash talk, Fitzger¬ 
ald said: “I’m not about that. If you call out 
my name, I’m not even going to acknowl¬ 
edge you. I just walk away.” 

Certainly, these conflicts happen at 
other positions. 

Still, as Redskins cornerback-turned- 
safety DeAngelo Hall noted, it’s harder to 
notice individual matchups along the line 
of scrimmage. 

“We are kind of out there by ourselves, so 
when we’re talking or battling, you can re¬ 
ally see two guys face to face — as opposed 


to five vs. five, having the whole O-line and 
whole D-line there. I don’t know if there’s 
more confrontation there than a defensive 
end and a left tackle, for example, but it’s 
definitely more noticeable when receivers 
and DBs get to chirpin’, because we’re iso¬ 
lated,” Hall said. 

“At the end of the day, it’s me vs. you on 
that island.” 

Hall, whose 43 career interceptions lead 
active players, remembers when he was 
with the Falcons and faced the division- 
rival Panthers and now-retired receiver 
Steve Smith. 

“Me and Steve had to be separated a 
couple of times,” Hall said. “It was always 


almost to blows. Then, after or before the 
game, it was all cordial. Just that com¬ 
petitiveness of me and him wanting to beat 
each other down sparked those intense 
exchanges.” 

As for some of his other past foes? 

“Me and [Terrell Owens] didn’t do a lot 
of talking. We just tried to rip each other’s 
heads off. Me and Chad Johnson did a lot of 
talking, but it was all jokingly,” Hall said 
and paused, before adding with a chuckle: 
“And, of course, we tried to rip each other’s 
heads off.” 

AP Pro Football Writers Dave Campbell and Josh 
Dubow and Sports Writers Joe Kay and Bob Baum 
contributed to this report. 
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TELEVISED GAMES 


<© 4F 


Marquee matchup 


New England Patriots (10-3) at Pittsburgh Steelers (11-2) 




Green Bay Packers(7-6) 
at Carolina Panthers (9-4) 


AFN-Sports, 10:25 p.m. Sunday CET, 6:25 a.m. Monday JKT 


Los Angeles Rams (9-4) 
at Seattle Seahawks (8-5) 



Also on AFN: 

Miami Dolphins (6-7) at Buffalo Bills (7-6), AFN-Atlantic, 7 p.m. Sunday CET, 3 a.m. Monday JKT 

Tennessee Titans (8-5) at San Francisco 49ers (3-10), AFN-Atlantic, 10:25 p.m. Sunday CET, 6:25 a.m. Monday JKT 

EXPANDED STANDINGS 


AFN-Sports2 
7 p.m. Sunday CET 
3 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Packers lead 9-5. 

Last meeting: Panthers beat Pack¬ 
ers 37-29, Nov. 8,2015. 

Notes: Packers QB Aaron Rodgers 
expected to play for first time since 
Oct. 15 (broken collarbone).... WR 
Davante Adams tied for second in 
NFL with nine TD catches.... Panthers 
have won three straight at home.... 
Panthers’ Cam Newton leads NFL QBs 
in yards rushing (585) and has five 
TDs rushing. 


SERIES RECORD: Tied 15-15. 

LAST MEETING: Patriots beat Steelers 36-17, Jan. 22 for 
AFC championship. 

LAST WEEK: Patriots lost to Dolphins 27-20; Steelers 
beat Ravens 39-38. 

PATRIOTS OFFENSE: OVERALL (2), RUSH (15), PASS 

( 1 ). 

PATRIOTS DEFENSE: OVERALL (29), RUSH (24), PASS 
(29). 

STEELERS OFFENSE: OVERALL (4), RUSH (23), PASS 

( 2 ). 

STEELERS DEFENSE: OVERALL (5), RUSH (9), PASS 
(4). 

STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES: Winner has inside track 
on home-field advantage throughout AFC playoffs. ... Patri¬ 
ots can clinch ninth consecutive AFC North title with win or 
tie and Buffalo loss or tie. New England saw eight-game win¬ 
ning streak end last week against Miami.... Steelers wrapped 
up second straight AFC North title against Ravens.Pitts¬ 

burgh has won eight straight games, team’s longest winning 
streak since 2004 (15 games). ... New England has won 
each of last four meetings by average of 15.3 points.... 
Patriots QB Tom Brady is 7-2 all-time against Steel¬ 
ers, with 24 touchdowns and three interceptions. 

... Brady leads NFL in yards passing (3,865) and 


QB rating (105.2). ... New England TE Rob Gronkowski is 
averaging 99.2 yards receiving and has eight touchdowns 
in five career games vs. Steelers. Gronk was suspended for 
last week’s defeat. ... Patriots RB James White has 12 re¬ 
ceiving touchdowns since 2015, most among NFL RBs. ... 
New England defense allowed 300 yards passing in each of 
first six games. It has not allowed opposing QB more than 
263 yards in seven games since. ... Pittsburgh is 16-1 in 
last 17 December games dating back to 2013. ... QB Ben 
Roethlisberger threw for 506 yards vs. Ravens, becoming 
first QB in NFL history to go over 500 yards passing in single 
game three times. ... WR Antonio Brown leads the NFL re¬ 
ceptions (99) and yards receiving (1,509). Brown is tied for 
second in receiving touchdowns (9). ... Brown one recep¬ 
tion shy of becoming first player with five straight 100-catch 
seasons. ... Pittsburgh RB Le’Veon Bell leads NFL in rushing 
attempts (283), yards rushing (1,105) and touches (358). 
... Pittsburgh K Chris Boswell has made four winning kicks 
this season, including each of last three games. 
Boswell’s 32 field goals this season third 
most in team history. ... Steelers are 
second in NFL in sacks (41). Patriots 
have allowed 29 sacks. 

— Associated Press 


Cincinnati Bengals (5-8) 
at Minnesota Vikings (10-3) 

AFN-Sports 
7 p.m. Sunday CET 
3 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Tied 6-6. 


Last meeting: Bengals beat Vikings 
42-14, Dec. 22,2013. 


Notes: Bengals have never won 
in five all-time trips to Minnesota. 
Vikings were division champions in 
four of those seasons: 1977,1989, 
1998,2009.... Vikings can clinch NFC 
North for second time in three years 
with win or loss by Packers and Lions. 
... Combined record of teams Vikings 
have lost to is 27-12. 


Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger 

Don Wright/AP 
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226 271 

3-4-0 

2-4-0 

5-6-0 

0-2-0 

2-3-0 

Green Bay 

7 

6 

0 

.538 

285 302 

4-3-0 

3-3-0 

5-4-0 

2-2-0 

2-2-0 

Cleveland 

0 

13 

0 

.000 

197 335 

0-7-0 

0-6-0 

0-10-0 

0-3-0 

0-4-0 

Chicago 

4 

9 

0 

.308 

224 274 

2-5-0 

2-4-0 

1-9-0 

3-0-0 

0-4-0 

Kansas City 

7 

6 

0 

.538 

West 

329 289 

4-2-0 

3-4-0 

5-4-0 

2-2-0 

3-1-0 

L.A. Rams 

9 

4 

0 

.692 

West 

396 265 

4-3-0 

5-1-0 

6-4-0 

3-0-0 

3-1-0 

L.A. Chargers 

7 

6 

0 

.538 

298 225 

4-3-0 

3-3-0 

4-5-0 

3-1-0 

2-2-0 

Seattle 

8 

5 

0 

.615 

314 252 

4-2-0 

4-3-0 

6-3-0 

2-2-0 

4-0-0 

Oakland 

6 

7 

0 

.462 

264 304 

4-3-0 

2-4-0 

5-6-0 

1-1-0 

2-3-0 

Arizona 

6 

7 

0 

.462 

231 317 

4-3-0 

2-4-0 

3-6-0 

3-1-0 

2-3-0 

Denver 

4 

9 

0 

.308 

229 315 

4-3-0 

0-6-0 

3-7-0 

1-2-0 

2-3-0 

San Francisco 

3 

10 

0 

.231 

228 314 

1-5-0 

2-5-0 

2-9-0 

1-1-0 

0-5-0 


AFN-Sports2 
10 p.m. Sunday CET 
6 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Seahawks lead 23-15. 

Last meeting: Seahawks beat Rams 
16-10, Oct. 8,2017. 

Notes: Seahawks have won past 
two in the series.... Rams RB Todd 
Gurley leads NFL with 13 TDs and 
ranks second with 1,637 yards from 
scrimmage.... Seahawks QB Russell 
Wilson ranks second in NFL with 29 
TD passes. He has 17 TD passes in 
the fourth quarter, the most in a single 
season in NFL history. 



Dallas Cowboys (7-6) 
at Oakland Raiders (6-7) 

AFN-Sports 
2:20 a.m. Monday CET 
10:20 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Raiders lead 6-5. 

Last meeting: Cowboys beat Raid¬ 
ers 31-24, Nov. 28,2013. 

Notes: Cowboys’ last win in Oakland 
came in 1995.... Cowboys QB Dak 
Prescott coming off first 300-yard 
passing game of season with career- 
high 332.... Oakland’s Derek Carr 
needs oneTD pass to join Dan Marino, 
Peyton Manning, Russell Wilson, 
Andrew Luck as only QBs with at least 
100 TD passes in first four seasons. 


REST OF THE SCHEDULE 


Saturday's games 

Chicago at Detroit 
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City 
Sunday’s games 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants 
Houston at Jacksonville 
Arizona at Washington 
N.Y. Jets at New Orleans 
Baltimore at Cleveland 

Monday’s game 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 


NEXT WEEK 


Saturday, Dec. 23 

Indianapolis at Baltimore 
Minnesota at Green Bay 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
Cleveland at Chicago 
Atlanta at New Orleans 
Denver at Washington 
Tampa Bay at Carolina 
Miami at Kansas City 
L.A. Rams at Tennessee 
L.A. Chargers at N.Y. Jets 
Detroit at Cincinnati 
Buffalo at New England 
Jacksonville at San Francisco 
N.Y. Giants at Arizona 
Seattle at Dallas 

Monday, Dec. 25 
Pittsburgh at Houston 
Oakland at Philadelphia 
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SPORTS 



Big-game mentality 

Top-ranked Clemson returns to practice 
with focus on Alabama » Page 58 



Pistons struggling after starting season hot 







